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MERCHANT  SHIPPERS'  ISSUE. 

The  issue  of  The  Chemist  &  Druggist;  for  March  '  10 
will  be  circulated  to  all  those  in  the  United  KiDgdom  who 
are  accustomed  to  execute  indents  for  drugs,  chemicals, 
druggists*  sundries,  perfumery  and  other  druggists'  goods. 
It  will  be  an  exceptionally  profitable  issue  to  advertise  in, 
and  those  who  require  space  should  write  to  the  publisher. 


POSTCARD  COMPETITION. 
February,  1894. 
The  competition  this  month  is  one  which  it  will  pay  all  con- 
nected with  the  trade  to  join  in,  whether  they  get  the  prize 
or  not.  It  will  test  their  ability  in  drawing  up  an  advertise- 
ment. We  suppose  a  case.  Mr.  Blank,  chemist,  Dull- 
town,  has  great  faith  in  his  liver-pills,  and  for  advertising 
them  has  taken  a  space  in  the  local  newspapers  3  inches 
deep  and  2  inches  wide.  What  will  he  fill  that  space  with  1 
We  should  like  our  subscribers,  their  assistants,  or  members 
of  their  family  to  act  for  Mr.  Blank  in  the  matter.  They 
should  draw  up  an  advertisement  on  a  postcard,  giving  the 
pills  a  name  and  a  price  (stamped  or  unstamped).  We  have 
no  objection  to  any  one  person  sending  in  more  than  one 
postcard,  but  each  advertisement  should  not  occupy  more 
than  one  card.  Competitors  may  coach  themselves  with  the 
article  on  advertising  which  appeared  in  our  Winter  Issue, 
and  we  do  not  object  to  advertisements  which  are  illus- 
trated. The  competition  will  be  open  until  the  end  of 
February,  and  at  least  a  guinea  will  be  given  as  a  prize. 


It  is  announced  that  Messrs.  John  Richardson  &  Co. 
Leicester  (Limited),  have  given  notice  of  appeal  in  tbe 
Lanoline  v.  Anaspaline  case  (p.  250). 

Messrs.  Keating  get  an  injunction  against  a  Newcastle 
chemist  in  respect  to  the  sale  of  their  insect-powder,  but 
they  accept  a  refusal  of  interdict  in  an  action  they  brought 
against  an  Edinburgh  chemist  (p.  249). 

We  are  able  to  print  an  early  copy  of  an  important  and 
drastic  Bill  which  has  been  introduced  into  the  Bulgarian 
Sobranje,  the  object  of  which  is  to  ensure  the  absolute 
puritv  i  f  all  the  otto  of  rose  exported  from  the  Principality 
(p.  261). 

Legal  actions  in  respect  to  weak  spirit  of  nitre,  methyl- 
ated liniment  of  iodine,  and  the  sale  of  a  business  are 
reported  (p.  247).  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  nonsuits  an 
agent  who  sues  when  his  principal  should  have  been  the 
plaintiff. 

The  Chester  police  have  prosecuted  a  person  who  keeps  a 
drug-store  in  that  city  for  infringement  of  the  Arsenic  Act. 
He  had  sold  a  packet  of  Cooper's  Dip  which  it  was  said  con- 
tained 23  per  cent,  of  arsenic,  and  might  easily  be  mistaken 
for  mustard  (p.  250). 

IN  our,  drug- market  no  very  violent  fluctuations  have 
taken  place  this  week.  To-day's  sales  were  heavy  and 
lengthy,  and  the  alterations  established  were  chiefly  towards 
lower  rates.  Opium  has  for  the  moment  supplanted  quinine 
as  the  most  interesting  article. 

A  Heywood  chemist  has  been  fined  for  selling  malt  and 
cod-liver  oil  unstamped.  It  was  stated  on  the  label  to  be 
"  Birch's,"  and  this  was  the  ground  of  the  action.  A  com- 
parison of  the  label  was  made  with  the  "  Kepler "  one, 
the  defendant  stating  that  his  labels  were  the  same  as  that 
(p.  250). 

Some  discussion  followed  the  announcement  at  the 
Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council  meeting  last  week  that  the 
Privy  Council  could  not  a>sent  to  the  druggists'  widows  clau;  e. 
The  pharmaceutical  members  bad  expected  the  decision,  and. 
it  was  said  that  but  a  few  persons  would  be  affected  bv  it, 
(p.  241). 

A  Scotch  Court  gives  damages  against  a  doctor  whcse 
boy  had  supplied  carbolic  acid  when  caibolic  lotion  was 
asked  for,  and  the  Sheriff  read  a  lengthy  lecture  to  the 
defendant  on  the  special  care  which  the  law  expects  from 
persons  dealing  in  such  articles  (p.  239).  A  North  London 
doctor  relates  a  somewhat  similar  case  (p.  263). 

In  an  action  under  the  Apothecaries  Act  at  Keighley 
against  a  registered  chemist  who  practises  as  a  herbalist, 
the  defence  was  based  on  an  Act  of  Henry  VIII. 's  reign 
which  permits  persons  to  deal  in  and  administer  herbs.  This 
Act  is  still  in  force,  but  the  prosecution  said  it  did  not 
authorise  visits  nor  treatment  of  internal  complaints.  The 
jury  agreed,  and  defendant  was  fined  201.  on  each  of  two 
charges  (p.  250). 

Another  attempt  to  get  a  conclusive  decision  in  regard 
to  poisonous  proprietary  medicines  is  being  made  in  an 
action  heard  at  Derby  on  Tuesday.  The  medicine  sold  was 
Powell's  balsam,  a  bottle  of  which  was  found  to  contain 
gr.  of  morphia.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  again 
submit  that  the  presence  of  any  quantity  of  poison  in  the 
mixture  brings  it  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  The 
Patent-medicine  Vendors'  Association,  which  is  defending, 
claims  that  the  Act  does  not  apply  unless  the  medicine  itself 
is  dangerous.    Judgment  is  rt  served  (p.  246). 

Professor  Attfield  communicated  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  on  Wednesday  evening  a  paper  on  the  Imperial 
British  Pharmacopoeia.  He  traced  the  origin  of  British 
Pharmacopoeias  generally,  spoke  of  the  gradual  and  increased 
recognition  of  the  work  of  pharmacists  by  the  Medical 
Council  and  commented  upon  his  own  share  in  the 
work  as  reporier  and  editor,  also  dealing  gen  rally 
with  the  principles  of  nomenclature,  synonyms-,  we  ghts  and 
mtasures,  and  the  applicatiun  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Phar- 
macopoeia to  the  colonies  and  India.  Messrs.  Giles,  Martin, 
Ihce,  Ekin,  Umney,  Martindale,  and  Hills  joined  in  the 
discussion.  A  suggestive  paper  by  Mr.  Lucas  followed 
(p.  241). 
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Conducted  by  Richard  J.  Moss,  F.C.S.,  F.I.C. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 
rPHE  subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis 
■*-  will  be  a  mixture  of  not  more  than  three  salts.  It  is  to 
be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic  examination,  all  the 
constituents  of  the  mixture  are  to  be  detected,  and  proof 
given  that  the  substances  detected  are  the  only  constituents. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  a>id  addressed  envelope,  not  a  stamp 
merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Wednesday,  February  21,  and 
the  samples  will  be  forwarder!  immediately.  It  should  be 
understood  that  in  this,  as  in  all  other  competitions,  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  recognises  no  distinction  of  sex. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday, 
March  3.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account 
of  the  work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constitu- 
ents detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an 
accidental  impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the  essen- 
tial constituents  of  the  salts  of  which  the  mixture  is  com- 
posed. 

Reports. 

The  mixture  'of  salts  distributed  to  students  for  analysis 
last  month  consisted  of — barium  carbonate  2  parts,  magne- 
sium acetate  2  puts,  calcium  tartrate  1  part.  Its  calculated 
composition  was  : — 

Ba    2782 

Oa    3-08 

Mg    676 

CO,   12-18 

0aH30.,    ..  3324 

O.H.O.    11-39 

H,0   5-53 

100-00 


Traces  of  iron  and  chlorine  were  present  as  impurities. 

There  were  94  packets  of  the  powder  issued,  and  the 
number  of  reports  received  was  53.  Fourteen  students — 
about  one  in  every  four — succeeded  in  detecting  all  the  con- 
stituents correctly.  The  failures  recorded  by  those  who 
were  less  successful  were  : — Acetic  radicle,  24  ;  tartaric,  20  ; 
calcium,  16;  magnesium,  8  ;  barium,  4  ;  carbonic  radicle,  1. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  given  above  that  the 
acetic  radicle  was  the  constituent  present  in  largest 
quantity,  yet  nearly  half  of  our  correspondents  failed  to 
detect  it.  We  have  on  former  occasions  drawn  attention  to 
the  analytical  difficulties  presented  by  acetic  acid.  Some 
persons  seem  to  experience  a  special  difficulty  in  identifying 
it ;  others  have  a  faculty  for  detecting  acetic  acid  when  it 
is  not  in  reality  present.  The  cause  of  most  of  the  trouble 
lies  in  a  defective  or  uncultivated  sense  of  smell.  If  the 
acid  is  not  detected  in  the  preliminary  examination,  when 
the  action  of  heat  and  the  action  of  sulphuric  acid  are 
observed,  there  is  great  risk  of  its  escaping  detection  alto- 
gether. In  such  experiments  it  is  the  sense  of  smell  that 
must  be  chiefly  relied  upon  for  the  detection  of  this  acid, 
and  unless  the  student  has  made  himself  acquainted  with  the 
phenomena  to  be  observed  by  an  actual  experimental  study 
of  the  reactions,  fce  has  very  little  chance  of  arriving  at  a 
correct  result.  The  ferric-chloride  reaction  is  a  useful  one, 
but  there  are  several  precautions  to   be  observed.  The 


solution  to  be  tested  must  not  be  acid  :  very  little  free  acid 
even  free  acetic  acid,  may  entirely  prevent  the  production 
of  ferric  acetate — the  compound  which  impart.-  the  red 
colour  to  the  solution.  In  cases  where  a  negative  result  is 
obtained  it  is  a  good  plan,  before  deciding  that  an  acetate  is 
absent,  to  add  ammonia  very  cautiously  to  the  .-olution  to 
which  the  ferric  chloride  was  added,  observing  whether  the 
addition  of  the  alkali  affects  the  colour  of  the  solution.  A 
slight  excess  of  ammonia  will  give  a  red  precipitate  of  ferric 
hydrate:  this,  of  course,  must  not  be  confounded  with  the 
red- coloured  solution  that  ferric  acetate  yields.  An  alkalipje 
solution  is  just  as  unsuitable  for  the  detection  of  acetic 
acid  by  this  test,  because  the  alkali  will  precipitate  ferric 
hydrate. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  was  awarded  to 
Harold  Read,  care  of  Mr.  Newbigin.  chemist,  Ainwick. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 

William  Harrington,  care  of  Messrs.  Wilson  &  Kit.- 
chin,  27  King  Street,  Whitehaven. 


Marks  Awarded  for  Analysis. 


Harold  Read    100 

William  Harrington     ..  ..98 

Zymine     . .       . .       . .       . .  96 

Iodoform  . .       . .       . .       . .  96 

Cortex    95 

H.  F   95 

A.  M.  Thorpe    95 

R.  B.  Carnegie   94 

A.  T.  Horpe    94 

Glycol    94 

C.  N.  A   93 

Timothy   92 

Cono    90 

D.  W.  C   90 

W.  W.  Adams   88 

H.  Southall    87 

W.  H.  Wandless   87 

Frango   85 

Hopeful   84 

H.  B   83 

W.  D.  Harris    83 

Danwer     . .       . .       . .       . .  83 

Platinum  ..       ..       ..  ..83 

H.  A-  L   82 

CO   SO 

Verax    78 

R.  N   76 


Carol  us 
Will 
N.  H.  Y. 
Collegiate 
A.  Jones 
H.  Key 


75 
73 
70 
70 

69 
68 


Kapomor   65 

Hopeful  Secuud..s        ..  ..63 

A.  W.  N   60 

Perseverance        .       .,  ..60 

Patchouli   58 

Cobalt    56 

J.  Calumba    55 

Cough  Elixir      ..       ..  53 

Cleveland   51 

R.A.W   50 

P.  Harris   50- 

Yelobeli   49" 

.iEsculap   48 

Isle  of  Wight      . .       . .       . .  45 

Papier    40 

J.  W.  H   33 

Bete  Noir  . .       . .       •  ■       . .  25 

W.  Blakeley    20 

Dewsburian        .  •       . .       . .  10* 

Alpha    10. 


To  Correspondents. 

Prizes. — The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested  to  write 
at  once  to  the  Publisher,  naming  the  book  they  select,  and  stating  how 
they  wish  it  forwarded. 

Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price  not  great'17  exceeding 
half  a  guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five  shillings  ma  7  be  taken 
as  second  prize. 

Sole.— All  communications  should  include  the  naroes  and  addresses  of  tha- 
writers. 

H.  Read.— Your  work  was  very  well  done. 

A.  T.  HoivrK.— The  absence  of  deflagration  when  the  powder  was  heated 
showed  that  no  considerable  quantity  of  nitrate  or  chlorate  was  present ; 
but  so  rough  a  test  could  not  be  taken  as  proof  of  the  entire  absence  of 
these  salts. 

D.  W.  C— Your  flame-test  was  valueless  as  regards  potassium,  because 
calcium  was  present,  anJ  incandescent  calcium  vapour  emits  rays  of  high, 
refrangibility  to  which  your  blue  glass  would  be  transparent,  and  they 
might  easily  be  mistaken  for  the  rays  emitted  by  potassium. 

W.  W.  Adams. — The  darkening  with  sulphuric  a  id  is  not  characteristic 
of  citrates  ;  tartrates  darken  also.  If  your  solution  had  been  properly  pre- 
pired,  and  no  free  acid  present,  calcium  chloride  would  have  given  a 
precipitate  in  the  cold. 

H.  South  all. — Your  reaction  with  calcium  chloride  was  more  charac- 
teristic of  a  tartrate  than  of  a  citrate  ;  citrates  do  cot  give  a  precipitate  in- 
the  cold. 

W.  H.  Waxdlbss.— It  is  very  likely  you  did  not  continue  the  boiling  with 
sodium  carbonate  long  enough  to  decompose  all  the  tartrate,  and  that  thus 
you  had  very  little  tartrate  in  the  solution  you  examined. 
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Frango— Considering  that  barium  was  present,  and  that  the  powder  dis- 
solved in  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  yielding  a  solution  with  a  mere  trace  of 
turbidity,  it  was  evident  a  sulphate  was  not  one  of  the  salts  in  the  mixture. 

H.  B.— Instead  of  neutralising  the  acid  solution  of  the  powder,  you 
should  have  boiled  some  of  the  powder  with  sodium  carbonate  preparatory 
to  testing  for  the  acids, 

W.  D.  HARRIS. — When  the  powder  was  heated  something  more  than  an 
odour  of  acetic  acid  was  evolved  :  the  burnt-sugar  odour  was  very  per- 
ceptible at  a  later  stage  of  the  operation. 

Hopeful. — You  observed  a  slight  odour  of  acetic  acid  on  heating  the 
powder,  but  you  made  no  attempt  to  verify  the  presence  of  an  acetate. 

H.  A.  L.  You  should  practise  the  detection  of  acetic  acid  in  asso -iation 

with  other  acids. 

C.  o. — See  remarks  to  "  D.  W.  C."  Your  examination  for  the  acids  was  not 
by  any  means  exhaustive. 

Verax. — If  you  desired  to  examine  the  portion  soluble  in  water  separately 
you  should  not  have  boiled  the  powder  with  water,  because  this  causetl  a 
transposition  of  the  constituents  of  the  salts.  It  was  sufficient  to  exhaust 
with  water  without  boiling. 

R.  N.— You  omitted  to  sign  your  paper  with  your  full  name. 

Collegiate. — The  blackening  of  the  powder  when  heated  was  far  too 
pronounced  to  be  attributed  to  an  oxalate ;  moreover,  no  empyreumatic 
olour  accompanies  the  decomposition  of  oxalates  by  heat. 

A.  Jones.— The  blackening  which  you  noticed  when  the  powder  was 
heated,  and  when  sulphuric  acid  acted  upon  it,  should  not  have  been  passed 
over  as  unimportant.  Of  course  calcium  chloride  did  not  give  a  precipitate 
in  the  hydrochloric-acid  solution,  calcium  tartrate  being  soluble  in  hydro- 
chloric acid. 

H.  Key. — In  your  examination  for  the  metals  you  made  no  attempt  to 
detect  magnesium  in  the  filtrate  from  the  calcium  group. 

Kapomor. — You  should  not  have  tried  to  precipitate  calcium  as  oxalate 
in  a  solution  containing  free  sulphuric  acid. 

Hopeful  Secundum. — To  put  down  the  organic  matter  as  impurity  was 
an  easy  way  of  disposing  of  it,  but  this  impurity  constituted  nearly  half  of 
the  mixture  of  salts. 

A.  W.  N. — Instead  of  heating  some  of  the  powder  on  the  point  of  a  pen- 
knife you  should  have  heated  it  in  a  glass  tube.  You  did  not  apply  any 
test  that  would  have  detected  the  acetate  in  the  aqueous  solution.  This 
solution  gave  a  strong  red  coloration  with  ferric  chloride. 

Pat  Chouli. — The  precipitate  you  obtained  with  sulphuric  acid  was  due 
to  barium.  You  did  not  use  enough  potassium  chromate  to  precipitate  the 
large  quantity  of  barium  present.  Had  strontium  been  present  you  ought 
to  have  detected  it  in  the  preliminary  examination  ;  its  salts  give  such  an 
intense  flame-coloration. 

Cobalt. — You  must  send  your  name  with  every  communication.  There 
were  just  sixty  words  in  your  report,  and  though  you  managed  to  convey  a 
great  deal  you  cannot  claim  to  have  given  an  account  of  the  work  done. 
You  have  to  prove  that  the  substances  detected  are  the  only  constituents  of 
the  mixture. 

J.  Caldmba. — You  should  always  send  your  address  as  well  as  your  name. 
The  flame-coloration  you  observed  was  due  to  calcium :  the  red  of 
strontium  is  much  more  intense.  There  was  enough  magnesium  present  to 
give  an  immediate  precipitate  as  phosphate  if  reasouable^care  had  been  taken 
to  prevent  undue  dilution. 

Cough  Elixir.— You  say  you  had  not  time  to  perform  all  the  tests  you 
mention.  You  ought  not  to  describe  any  work  except  that  actually  done. 
Your  report  ought,  at  least,  to  be  truthful. 

Cleveland.— Having  found  that  the  powder  was  soluble  in  dilute  hydro- 
chloric acid  and  contained  barium,  it  was  waste  of  time  to  add  barium 
chloride  to  the  acid  solution  as  a  test  for  sulphates. 

R.  A.  W.— You  omitted  to  give  a  list  of  the  constituents  detected.  It  was 
difficult  to  make  out  what  conclusion  you  had  arrived  at. 

P.  Harris. — Your  solution  of  ferric  chloride  must  have  contained  free 
hydrochloric  acid,  or  it  woidd  have  given  a  distinct  red  coloration.  Try  the 
test  with  a  neutral  solution  of  an  acetate. 

.333CULAP. — According  to  your  report,  the  solution  to  which  you  added 
silver  nitrate  as  a  test  for  chlorides  was  part  of  your  original  hydrochloric- 
acid  solution  :  of  course  you  got  an  abundant  precipitate  of  silver  chloride. 
The  only  inference  that  could  fairly  be  drawn  from  this  interesting  reaction 
was  that  it  was  a  very  stupid  proceeding. 

Isle  of  Wight. — In  your  final  conclusion  you  did  not  account  for  the 
charring  you  observed  when  the  powder  was  heated. 

Papier.— The  fumes  you  refer  to  were  not  at  all  Buggestive  of  benzoic 
acids  :  they  were  due  at  first  to  acetic  acid,  afterwards  to  the  products  of 
decomposition  of  the  tartrate. 

J.  W.  H. — You  have  the  distinguished  honour  of  being  the  only  student 
who  did  not  detect  the  carbonate. 

Bete  Noir.— You  obtained  very  strange  results.  The  best  way  of  pre- 
venting the  recurrence  of  similar  errors  is  to  repeat  the  work  with  a 
mixture  of  your  own  preparation  until  you  get  correct  results. 

W.  Blakelet.— You  should  study  the  reactions  of  tartaric  and  acetic 
feids  experimentally.  You  cannot  hope  to  succeed  if  your  knowledge  of 
the  tests  is  not  acquired  by  actual  experiment. 

Dewsburian. — You  say  you  passed  the  gas  evolved  on  heating  the 
powder  through  lime-water  -this  is  an  unusual  proceeding.  For  the  detection 


of  a  carbonate  it  is  the  ga?  evolved  by  the  action  of  an  acid  that  should  be 
examined. 

Alpha. — Oineira  would  have  been  more  appropriate  this  time.  See  re- 
marks to  W.  Blakeley. 


(Irnglisb  flctos. 


Tit i  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  irho  send  loeal  newspapers  containing 
items  of  interest  to  the  trade.  Be  will  be  further  obliged  if  such  para- 
graphs be  marked  in  all  eases. 


Soda-water  on  Sunday. 

Last  Sunday  Professor  Vivian  Lewes  was  the  lecturer  at 
St.  George's  Hall,  Langham  Place  W.,  and  his  subject  was 
soda-water.    Professor  Lewes  is  an  authority  on  gas,  but  this 
is  the  first  time,  as  far  as  we  are  aware,  that  he  has  appeared 
as  an  authority  on  gas-charged  waters.    He  gave  the  honour 
of  inventing  artificial  aerated  water  to  Priestley,  who  made  a 
number  of  experiments  with  "  fixed  air,"  as  carbonic  acid  was 
called  in  those  days,  and  discovered  that  it  was  very  soluble 
in  water  at  the  ordinary  atmospheric  pressure,  but  many 
times  more  so  if  that  pressure  is  largely  increased  by 
mechanical  means.    Professor  Huxley,  when  unveiling  the 
Priestley  statute  a  few  years  since,  pointed  out  how  grateful  all 
naturally  thirsty,  as  well  as  artificially  thirsty,  souls  should 
be  to  the  man  who  not  only  discovered  oxygen  gas,  but  how 
to  make  water  sparkle  with  carbonic  acid.    Professor  Lewes 
from  this  point  proceeded  to  instruct  his  audience  in  the 
manufacture  of  aerated  waters,  and  the  precautions  that  have 
to  be  observed  therein.    He  said  that  precautions  are  always 
used  by  the  makers  of  repute  ;  small  local  soda-water  makers 
go  on  charging  water  which  in  many  cases  is  open  to  the  gravest 
suspicion  of  being  impuie  and  natty.    Again,  the  large  firms 
take  great  care  that  the  whiting  from  which  the  gas  is  made 
is  stored  in  suitable  places  where  no  atmospheric  impurities 
can  reach  and  be  absorbed  by  it.    In  the  case  of  the  small 
maker,  it  will  probably  be  found  stoied  in  a  heap  in  the 
stable,  Ihe  surplus  vapours  from  which  it  a'terwards  imparts 
to  the  carbonic-acid  gas  made  from  it.    He  spoke  of  the  use 
of  liquefied  caibonic  acid  gas,  and  speculated  on  the  origin 
of  the  name  "  soda-water."     He  thought  that  originally 
"soda-water"  had  to  imitate  the  natuial  mineral  waters, 
which  usually  contained  a  certain  proportion  of  some  alkali, 
such  as  the  caibonates  of  soda,  potash,  or  magnesia.  There 
is  very  little  soda  in  modern  soda-water — just  enough  to 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act — other- 
wise large  consumers  of  "  soda  "  would  suffer  rather  severely 
from  over- alkalinity  of  the  stomach.    A  pinch  of  salt  added 
to  each  bottle  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  convert  "  soda-water  " 
into  "seltzer,"  which,  perhaps,  explains  why  an  eminent  firm 
of  refreshment-contractors  charge  sixpence  for  a  bottle  of 
seltzer  and  only  fourpence  for  one  of  soda.    Professor  Lewes 
touched,  in  concluding,  upon  the  old  "  stone-bottle  "  ginger- 
beer,  and  asked,  Why  do  teetotalers  generally  clamour  for 
the  old-fashioned  ginger- beer?    Because,  he  replied,  it  con- 
tains rather  more  alcohol  than  ordinary  "  lager,"  although 
the  amount  in  neither  is  sufficiently  serious  to  be  taken  notice 
of  by  her  Majesty's  Excise. 

Analyst  and  Doctor  Differ. 

A  man  has  been  charged  at  Southampton  with  attempting 
suicide,  oxalic  acid  being  the  alleged  means  of  exit.  But 
the  evidence  was  curiously  contradictory.  Mr.  A.  Angeli, 
county  analyst,  deposed  that  he  had  made  an  analysis  of  the 
stomach-washings,  which  were  little  else  than  salt  and  water, 
and  certainly  there  was  no  poison  of  an  irritant  nature. 
Dr.  Edelsten,  however,  said  he  was  confident  some  irritant 
poison  had  been  taken  by  the  accused,  who  had  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  vomit  freely  before  he  saw  him,  and  thus  get  rid  oi: 
all  trace  of  it.  The  accused  said  he  had  taken  oxalic  acid 
but  now  de:  i  d  it.    He  was  discharged. 

Tapping  the  Gaspipe. 

A  French  chemist,  tamed  De  Renty,  of  Regent  Koa.d,  Jersey, 
his  just  been  anested  on  a  charge  of  fraud.    He  appears  to 
|  have  bored  a  hole  in  the  main  gaspipe  and  inserted  a  con-. 
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necting-tube,  thus  defrauding  the  local  gas  company  by 
obtaining  a  gratis  supply.  The  pipe  he  had  thus  inserted 
was  concealed  behind  a  case  of  medicines.  Bail  in  the  sum 
of  10/.  was  allowed  for  De  Renty's  appearance  at  the  police 
court. 

The  J ury  go  Back  to  First  Causes. 

At  an  inquest  at  Ayot  St  Lawrence,  on  Friday,  into  the 
death  of  a  publican  named  Jacob  Mulcock,  it  transpired  that 
he  was  advised  to  take  a  dose  of  chlorodyne  to  alleviate 
pains  in  his  back.  His  wife  measured  out  eighteen  drops  in 
a  wineglass  of  cold  water.  On  the  following  day  he  took 
three  doses.  Two  days  afterwards  deceased  appeared  to  be 
strange  in  his  mind,  and  jumped  into  a  pond.  He  was  got 
out  alive,  but  died  two  days  afterwards. 

The  evidence  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Kite,  surgeon,  was  to  the  effect 
that  he  saw  a  bottle  containing  a  drachm  of  chlorodyne  on 
the  bedroom  table.  He  was  informed  that  in  five  days 
deceased  had  taken  3  drachms  of  the  drug.  He  was  very 
delirious. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  that  deceased  died  from 
pneumonia  through  immersing  himself  in  water,  whilst  in  a 
fit  of  delirium  caused  by  an  overdose  of  chlorodyne. 

A  Precocious  Poisoner. 

Emily  Neuber  (14),  servant-girl,  who  was  charged  at  the 
Central  Criminal  Court  with  the  murder  of  Ray  Maud  Myers, 
aged  ten  months,  by  giving  her  glacial  acetic  acid,  has  been 
sentenced  by  Mr.  Justice  Grantham  to  be  kept  in  a  reforma- 
tory for  five  years.  It  came  out  at  the  trial  that  she  was 
discharged  from  a  former  situation  for  her  eager  inquiries 
about  the  use  of  a  certain  poison  which  was  kept  on  the 
premises. 

Matches  and  Quinine  Bitters. 
The  directors  of  the  Cardiff  Quinine  Bitters  Company  have 
begun  the  manufacture  of  wax  lights  and  wood  matches  at 
Llandaff,  in  place  of  the  Crown  Match  Company,  which  did 
not  succeed  in  the  attempt.  The  event  was  signalised  by  a 
visit  to  the  works  on  Thursday,  February  8,  the  opening 
ceremony  being  entrusted  to  Councillor  j.  Ramsdale,  who 
made  a  speech.  Mr.  J.  Morgan,  on  behalf  of  the  directors, 
presented  the  Councillor  with  a  curious  match-box,  bearing 
a  suitable  inscription.  The  works  are  fitted  with  machines 
to  make  100  miles  of  tapers  per  day,  and  will  cut  in  the  same 
time  8,400,000  wax  matches.  Although  wax  matches  form 
the  chief  article  of  manufacture,  wood  matches  will  not  be 
neglected.  The  company  hope  shortly  to  make  their  own 
boxes  also. 

The  Tempest. 
Nottingham  woke  up  on  Monday  morning  to  find  several 
of  the  town's  landmarks  swept  away  by  the  tempest,  notably 
the  sky-sign  of  Messrs.  Newball  &  Mason,  Hyson  Green, 
which  has  almost  disappeared,  the  iron  supports  and  frames 
being  twisted  and  broken  down.  Most  of  the  letters  have 
gone  completely. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding-stuffs  Act. 
The  following  appointments  of  analysts  are  reported:  — 
Cornwall  County  Council,  Dr.  Bernard  Dyer.F.I.C,  of  London. 
This  appointment  has  been  ratified  by  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture. The  committee  proposed  a  fee  of  11.  Is.  per  sample 
analysed,  but  the  Council  deferred  the  question  of  remu- 
neration. Dr.  Dyer  has  also  been  appointed  by  the  East 
Sussex  County  Council.  Dr.  J.  A.  Voelcker  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  Buckinghamshire  County  Council,  and  by  the 
Northumberland  County  Council. 

Carbolic-acid  Poisoning. 

Jane  McClenniog,  aged  17  years,  the  daughter  of  a  deputy 
overman  at  Hamsterley  Colliery,  near  Ebchester,  went  to  the 
shop  of  Mr.  Brown,  chemist,  Front  Street,  Shotley  Bridge,  on 
Saturday,  February  3,  and  bought  sixpennyworth  of  carbolic 
acid,  stating  that  she  required  it  for  disinfecting-purposes. 
On  the  following  Monday  night  she  swallowed  it,  and  ex- 
pired on  Tuesday  morning.  No  reason  could  be  assigned  for 
the  act,  except  that  she  had  recently  suffered  greatly  from 
neuralgia. 

False  Teeth  for  Paupers. 

The  Chichester  Board  of  Guardians  has  set  an  example  in 
poor-law  relief.    Some  time  ago  they  ordered  a  set  of  false 


teeth  for  a  person  in  receipt  of  outdoor  relief,  who  required 
artificial  aid  to  mastication.  Objection  to  the  item,  which 
amounted  to  4/.  4*.',  had  been  taken  before  the  auditor,  but 
that  official  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  he  had  no  legal 
right  to  surcharge  the  amount.it  being  within  the  discretion 
of  the  Guardians  to  giant  relief  in  the  form  of  false  teeth 
if  they  chose  to  do  so. 

Theft. 

Harry  Woolridge,  hawber,  of  Tunstall,  was  fined  10*.  and 
costs  at  the  Longton  Police  Court  on  Thursday  last  for 
stealing  a  handbag,  value  5?.,  the  property  of  Amos  Mollai  t, 
manager  to  Messrs.  Fressons  &  Co.,  chemists,  Burslem. 

Killed  by  Sleeping-draughts. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  Monday  last  on  the  body  of 
Thomas  Crook,  fish-dealer,  Preston,  who  was  found  dead  in 
bed  after  taking  a  sleeping-draught.  The  deceased's  wife 
said  her  husband,  who  had  been  drinking  heavily  lately,  had 
often  threatened  to  commit  suicide.  He  was  in  the  habit  of 
taking  sleeping-draughts  immoderately.  He  obtained  them 
from  various  chemists,  and  often  drank  two  together.  She 
had  warned  one  chemist  not  to  supply  him.  The  day  before 
his  death  he  visited  a  chemist  three  times,  obtaining  opium 
pills  and  laudanum.  A  verdict  of  death  through  opium 
poisoning  was  returned. 

Selling  Laudanum. 

Mr.  F.  C.  J.  Hadfield,  bank  manager  and  architect,  of 
Glossop,  died  from  opium  poisoning,  at  the  Conservative 
Club,  on  Saturday  night  last.  At  the  inquest,  held  on 
Monday,  Mr.  John  Richardson,  chemist,  deposed  to  supplying 
the  deceased  with  3  oz.  of  laudanum  and  half-a-dozen  anti- 
pyrin  powders  on  Saturday  afternoon.  When  making  the 
purchase  deceased  appeared  very  cheerful  and  affable  in  hi.-, 
manner,  and  he  did  not  s*e  any  reason  why  he  should  not 
supply  him  with  the  drugs.  Dr.  White  said  the  deceased  had 
taken  sufficient  laudanum  to  kill  twelve  persons  of  robust 
constitution.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  that  deceased 
committed  suicide  by  taking  poison  during  a  ttate  of 
temporary  insanity. 

The  Lambeth  Dispenser. — Narrow  Defeat  of  the  Lady. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Lambeth  Board  of  Guardians 
the  Workhouse  and  Infirmary  Committee  reported  that  there 
had  been  26  applications  for  the  vacant  position  of 
assistant  dispenser  at  the  Infirmary,  from  whom  7  ha<l 
been  selected  for  final  competition,  one  of  these  being  a 
lady.  The  Rev.  C.  E.  Brooks  said  that  if  they  elected  a  lady 
as  dispenser  they  would  be  creating  a  great  revolution  in 
the  conduct  of  affairs  at  the  Infirmary.  He  suggested  that 
they  should  seek  the  advice  of  the  medical  officer.  Dr. 
Lloyd  was  then  called  in,  and  frankly  admitted  that  he 
would  prefer  a  gentleman  as  assistant ;  but  upon  a  vote 
being  taken  it  was  found  that  the  numbers  in  favour  of  the 
election  of  Miss  Hatch  were  equal  to  those  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Quarry.  The  Chairman  thereupon  gave  his  cas'ing  vote  in 
favour  of  the  latter,  who  was  duly  elected,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

From  "Romola"  to  Oxalic  Acid. 

Rose  Nettie  Brooke,  aged  25,  a  married  woman,  living 
apart  from  her  husband,  committed  suicide  on  Tuesday  by 
taking  a  quantity  of  oxalic  acid.  She  lived  at  Thornton 
Heath.  That  morning  she  sent  her  son  Harry  Brooke,  a 
blight  intelligent  child  of  7,  to  Mr.  Neal,  the  chemist,  for 
twopenny  worth  of  oxalic  acid,  to  make  her  better.  The 
chemist  supplied  the  poison  and  the  woman  took  it  and  died. 
At  the  inquest  Mr.  William  Neal  spoke  to  selling  the  poison, 
and  said  he  had  no  idea  how  much  of  the  acid  would  prove 
fatal.  The  Coroner  said  that  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  people 
died  from  oxalic  poisoning  every  year.  It  was  the  sixth 
most  dangerous  poison.  According  to  other  evidence  Mrs. 
Brooke  fretted  about  her  husband  who  had  left  her.  She 
had  been  reading  to  her  mother  from  a  "  George  Eliot  " 
birthday-book,  and  turning  up  the  date  of  her  own  birthday, 
June  16,  read  the  following  passage: — 

There  are  moments  when  our  passions  speak  and  decide  for  us,  and  we 
seem  to  stand  by  anil  wonder.  They  carry  in  them  an  inspiration  to  crime, 
that  iu  one  instant  doe.-  the  work  of  'on<»  premeditation. — Romola. 
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After  reading  this  the  deceased  ran  downstairs,  and  took 
the  poison.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  suicide  during 
temporary  insanity. 

Analysis  in  Clerkenwell. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Clerkenwell  Vestry,  Mr.  F.  G. 
Schirb  (Vice-Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee),  in 
reply  to  Mr.  J.  Walton,  said  that  when  the  late  Dr.  Redwood 
was  analyst  to  the  parish  he  made  a  charge  of  2s.  6d.  for  ana- 
lysing any  article  taken  to  him  by  an  inhabitant.  He  could  not 
say  whether  any  alteration  had  been  made  in  the  scale  since. 
Mr.  Walton  moved  that  the  Public  Health  Committee  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  getting  from  the  analyst,  Mr.  J.  R. 
Colwell,  a  list  of  charges  for  analysing  articles  taken  to  him 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district.  Mr.  W.  R.  Putterill  said 
that  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  any 
ratepayer  could  get  an  analysis  made  by  the  public  analyst. 
Mr.  H.  A.  Atkinson  :  At  what  cost  ?  Mr.  Putterill  said  if 
the  article  was  found  to  be  adulterated  and  a  conviction 
ensued  there  would  be  no  charge,  but  if  it  was  found  to  be 
pure  he  would  have  to  pay  a  small  fee.  He  thought  it  would 
be  well  if  these  facts  were  known  in  the  district.  The  pro- 
position of  Mr.  Walton  was  adopted. 

Junior  Pharmacy  Ball. 

This  ball  was  held  at  the  Portman  Rooms,  Eaker  Street, 
on  Wednesday  evening,  and  was,  as  usual,  an  enjoyable  and 
spirited  affair. 


Compounding  by  Physicians. 

The  intention  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland 
to  remove  the  prohibition  against  its  licentiates  compound- 
ing their  own  medicines  has  been  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
last  batch  of  such  licentiates  were  sworn  in  without  the 
clause  of  the  declaration  which  prohibited  their  doing  so. 
The  privilege  of  dispensing  medicines  thus  extended  to 
licentiates  does  not  cover  the  compounding  of  medicines  for 
any  but  their  own  patients.  Only  eight  years  ago  the  Royal 
College  effected  a  combination  which  sought  to  wipe  out  the 
apothecary  branch  of  the  profession  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  unadvisable  for  the  prescriber  to  be  the  dispenser  of  his 
own  medicine. 

Personal. 

A  Branch  Medical-hall  will  shortly  be  opened  in  Church 
Road,  Greystones,  by  Mr.  James  N.  Vance,  M.P.S.I.,  Bray. 

Mr.  G.  B.  McKillip,  Rathgar,  has  been  appointed  com- 
pounder to  the  Crurnlin,  Terenure,  and  Rathfarnham 
Dispensaries  of  the  South  Dublin  Union. 

Owing  to  the  resignation  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Bernard,  there  is  a 
vacancy  for  compounder  in  the  Ball  Bridge  Dispensary. 

Tenders  for  Medicines,  &c. 

The  following  Unions  advertise  for  tenders  for  medicines, 
&c. : — Carlow,  to  be  considered  on  February  22;  Downpatrick 
on  February  24. 


jScottb  |Tch)s. 


Edinburgh  Chemists'  Ball. 

The  eleventh  annual  assembly  of  the  Edinburgh  chemists 
was  held  in  the  Freemasons'  Hall  on  Thursday,  February  8. 
There  were  about  eighty  couples  present,  and  a  most  enjoy- 
able evening  was  spent.  Messrs.  J.  T.  Coats  and  G.  Melvin 
officiated  as  Masters  of  Ceremony.  Supper  was  served  by 
Mr.  J.  B.  Strachan  at  midnight. 

Feeding-stuff  Analysts. 

The  Berwickshire  County  Council  have  appointed  Mr. 
Ivison  Macadam,  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  analyst  under  the 
Fertilisers  and  Feeding- stuffs  Act. 


The  Roxburghshire  County  Council  have  appointed  Mr. 
J.  Falconer  King,  Edinburgh,  as  analyst  under  the  Council. 
The  remuneration  payable  to  be : — For  each  full  analysis  of 
a  fertiliser  or  feeding-stuff,  10s.  ;  for  the  determination  of 
two  ingredients,  7s. ;  for  the  determination  of  one  ingredient, 
■5s.  Fees  to  be  paid  by  buyers  have  been  fixed  at  5s.,  3s.  6d., 
and  2s.  6^.  for  the  respective  analyses. 

Co-operative  Pharmacy  in  Hawick. 

The  Hawick  Co-operative  Society,  which  has  a  member- 
ship of  3,165,  a  share  capital  of  42,428/.,  and  whose  net  sales 
for  1893  were  122,676/.,  has  agreed  to  take  up  at  the  meeting 
in  May  next  the  question  of  starting  a  department  for  the 
dispensing  of  drugs. 

Dumfries  Assistants  Dine. 

About  thirty  of  the  chemists'  assistants  and  apprentices  of 
Dumfries  and  Maxwelltown  met  for  dinner  at  the  Royal 
Restaurant  on  February  8.  Mr.  W.  G.  Johnstone  was  in  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  J.  Lockerbie  acted  as  croupier.  Speeches, 
songs,  and  music  kept  things  lively  till  about  1  A.M.  the  next 
day. 

Damages  for  a  Shopboy's  Mistake. 

In  the  Glasgow  Sheriff  Court,  on  Saturday  last,  Sheriff 
Guthrie  gave  judgment  in  an  action  by  Patrick  Baxter, 
dock-labourer,  against  Dr.  C.  W.  Stewart,  IP  Govan  Road, 
Kinning  Park.  The  pursuer  claimed  50/.  damages  in  respect 
of  injuries  he  sustained  through  a  lad  in  the  doctor's  drug- 
shop,  on  November  10,  supplying  his  granddaughter  with 
carbolic  acid  instead  of  carbolic  lotion. 

The  defender  stated  that  he  employed  a  qualified  assistant 
in  his  shop,  but  that,  in  the  temporary  absence  of  the  latter 
at  classes  in  the  University,  John  Reid,  who  is  16  years  of 
age,  and  has  had  considerable  experience  in  dispensing 
drugs,  supplied  the  carbolic  acid,  directing  the  girl  to  tell 
her  grandmother  to  dilute  it  to  the  strength  at  which  she 
usually  used  it.  There  was  a  label  on  the  bottle,  with  the 
words,  "  Carbolic  Acid — Poison." 

The  Sheriff  found  that  defender's  assistant  supplied  to  the 
pursuer  carbolic  acid  in  place  of  carbolic  lotion,  which, 
being  applied  to  the  pursuer's  leg,  burned  it.  The  pursuer 
was  thereby  disabled  for  some  weeks,  and  was  unfit  to 
follow  his  usual  work.  His  Lordship  found  the  defender 
liable  in  16/.  16s.  damages,  with  expenses. 

In  a  note  attached  to  his  interlocutor,  Sheriff  Guthrie 
says  : — "  If  I  assume  that  the  defender's  shopboy,  Reid,  gave 
instructions  to  the  pursuer's  granddaughter  to  dilute  the 
carbolic  acid  which  he  sold  to  her — and  there  is  no  particular 
reason  for  holding  that  his  statement  is  less  likely  to  be 
true  than  that  of  the  girl — it  is  still  clear  there  was  gross 
negligence  on  his  part.  Negligence  is  a  relative  term,  and 
great  care  is  required  of  druggists  and  their  dispensing 
assistants.  In  other  words,  a  little  negligence  may  have 
very  serious  consequences  to  their  customers,  and  they  must 
be  liable  for  it.  It  is  part  of  their  business  to  take  precau- 
tions against  the  stupidity,  ignorance,  and  defective  memory 
of  their  customers,  and  such  precautions  as  are  usual  and 
necessary  were  not  taken  here.  It  was  not  enough,  in  my 
view,  to  tell  the  message-girl  to  dilute  the  dangerous  acid 
which  was  supplied.  It  was  gross  negligence  to  give  out 
such  a  drug  at  all  in  a  bottle  without  a  proper  label.  There 
is  absolutely  no  defence  here.  It  humbly  appears  to  me 
that  there  is  no  room  for  the  defence  of  contributory  fault. 
Even  if  there  was  probably  some  negligence  or  stupidity  on 
the  part  either  of  the  girl  Mary  Baxter,  or  Mrs.  Baxter,  or 
both,  it  was  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  breach  of  duty  on  the 
defender's  side." 


What  does  "Permit"  Mean?— A  complaint  made 
against  a  pharmacist  of  New  York  City  for  allowing  a  pre- 
scription to  be  compounded  by  an  unregistered  assistant  was 
heard  in  a  police  court  last  month.  It  was  shown  that  the 
assistant  was  a  student,  and  not  only  had  no  permission  to 
compound  prescriptions  but  had  been  expressly  cautioned 
against  so  doing.  The  question  at  issue  was  the  construction 
of  the  word  "  permit  "  in  the  provision  of  the  code.  The 
prosecution  held  that  to  permit  was  "  not  to  prevent  or  pro- 
hibit," but  the  justice  held  that  knowledge  or  consent  must 
be  shown,  and  therefore  ordered  the  prisoner  to  be  discharged 
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THE  Council  met  at  the  Society's  house,  67  Lower  Mount 
Street  Dublin,  on  Wednesday  February  7,  at  3  p  m. 
The  President  (Mr,  William  Hayes)  took  the  chair;  and 
the  other  members  of  the  Council  present  were  Messrs 
Grindley,  Wells,  Evans,  Coriyngham,  J.  J.  Bernard,  Downes, 
and  Professor  Tichborne  (Dublin),  and  Messrs  Lyons  and 
Gibson  (Belfast). 

Druggists'  Widows. 

A  letter  from  the  Privy  Council  Office  informed  the  Council 
that  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  had  pronounced  the  reso- 
lution passed  by  the  Council  on  January  3  last  relative  to 
the  carrying-on  of  the  business  of  deceased  chemists  and 
druggists  and  registered  druggists  by  their  widows  to  be 
ultra  vires  as  going  beyond  what  was  authorised  by  section 
32  of  the  Irish  Pharmacy  Act,  1875. 

The  President  :  Mr.  Gibson,  will  you  be  able  to  convey  to 
your  friends  that  we  did  our  bast  in  this  matter,  and  that 
that  is  the  result  1 

Mr.  Gibson  :  Of  course  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  Privy 
Council  have  taken  the  view  of  the  matter  that  they  have 
done.  A  great  injustice  is  suffered  by  the  widows  of  deceased 
druggists.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  they  should  not  be  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  widows  of  pharmaceutical  chemists.  I 
therefore  think  that  we  should  keep  the  matter  before  us, 
and  if  the  law  be  unjust,  try  and  get  it  altered. 

The  President  :  You  have  only  yourselves  to  blame  in  the 
matter.  We  should  cot  have  given  any  opposition  to  the 
introduction  into  the  last  Amendment  Bill  of  a  clause  to  effect 
the  object  you  desire.  We  were  all  satisfied  that  the  reso- 
lution of  January  3  was  ultra  vires;  nevertheless,  to  please 
the  druggists,  a  majority  of  the  Council  voted  it  through  in 
the  hope  that  the  Privy  Council  might  see  some  way  out 
of  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  was  one  of  those  who  felt  obliged  to 
vote  against  the  resolution  although  he  was  glad  that  it 
passed.  The  Law  Committee  had  themselves  concluded  from 
their  examination  of  the  Act  that  the  thing  could  not  ba 
•done ;  but  they  nevertheless  consulted  their  solicitor,  Mr. 
Clay,  who  told  them  that  it  would  bs  ridiculous  for  them  to 
attempt  such  a  thing — that  they  had  no  power  to  do  it. 
Consequently,  he  did  not  see  his  way  to  voting  for  the  reso- 
lution. As  to  the  matter  being  kept  before  them,  if  Mr. 
Gibson  could  devise  any  means  of  having  what  he  wanted 
done  legally,  they  would  be  glad  to  listen  to  it. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  The  only  means  would  be  by  getting  a  new 
Act  of  Parliament. 

Mr,  Wells  :  Where  would  that  end,  and  what  would  it 
■cost?  If  we  were  to  go  for  a  new  Bill,  our  friends  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  would  load  it  with  so  many  things  that  we 
should  have  to  get  it  thrown  out. 

Mr.  Conyngham  :  I  am  convinced  that  there  are  not  a 
dozen  persons  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land 
who  would  be  fairly  entitled  to  the  privilege  claimed. 

Mr  Grtndley  said  that  from  the  beginning  of  the 
agitation  he  had  been  dead  against  the  proposal,  because 
he  did  not  see  how  it  could  be  carried  out  under  the  existing 
Acts. 

Mr.  Bernard  :  Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  an  under- 
standing with  Mr.  Gibson  as  to  whether  or  not  he  claims 
the  privilege  for  the  benefit  of  widows  and  orphans  only  ? 

The  President  :  The  matter  is  done  for  now,  and  I  do 
•not  think  we  need  have  any  argument. 

Mr.  Wells  :  The  amendment  that  was  proposed  to  us  the 
other  day  would  have  admitted  an  official  assignee  or  any- 
one appointed  by  him  to  carry  on  the  business. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  I  would  not  be  a  party  to  that. 

The  President:  I  think  Mr.  Gibson  is  fully  aware  that 
we  have  tried  to  do  our  duty  to  the  registered  druggists 
as  well  as  the  pharmaceutical  chemists  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  I  am  afraid  that  we  will  find  cases  of  hard- 
ship arising  from  time  to  time. 

Mr.  Wells  said  there  had  been  only  three  deaths  amongst 
the  registered  druggists  since  1891. 

The  President  :  The  majority  of  them  in  the  country 
would  not  lose  1/.  a  year  if  they  gave  up  the  sale  of  all  the 
poisons  that  they  can  sell. 


Mr.  Gibson  :  The  ventilation  that  the  subject  has  received, 
and  the  spirit  in  which  it  has  been  discussed  here,  will  be  a 
guarantee  to  our  people  that  no  ungenerous  measures  will  be 
taken  against  them,  and  that  everything  will  be  met  in  a  fair 
spirit. 

The  matter  then  dropped. 

No  Minimum. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  W.  Whitla,  of  Belfast,  informed  the 
Council  that  he  was  willing  to  hold  an  examination  there 
for  registered  druggists,  no  matter  how  few  candidates  might 
present  themselves. 

The  Registrar  stated  that  there  were  only  two  candi- 
dates at  present. 

The  President:  I  do  not  think  we  have  ever  had  fewer 
than  six  at  an  examination.  If  the  number  should  be  below 
six,  and  if  the  candidates  pay  the  additional  expense,  Dr. 
Whitla  will  not  object  to  examine  them. 

Resignations. 

On  the  reading  of  some  letters  from  gentlemen  resigning 
associate  druggistship. 

The  President  said  it  might  be  well  to  leave  to  Mr. 
Gibson  the  task  of  endeavouring  to  induce  those  gentlemen 
to  reconsider  their  resignations. 

Mr.  Gibson  said  he  feared  the  feeling  amongst  the 
associate  druggists  was  that  the  Society  did  not  support 
them. 

The  President:  All  the  prosecutions  that  have  taken 
place  duriDg  the  year,  and  the  money  that  has  been  spent  on 
them,  have  been  in  the  interest  not  of  the  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  but  of  the  chemists  and  druggists.  The  prosecu- 
tions this  year  have  cost  us  at  least  100/.  We  are  spending 
all  our  money  for  their  interests,  and  yet  they  refuse  to  pay 
a  small  subscription.  They  have  a  voting  power  to  put 
seven  of  their  men  on  the  Council,  provided  they  pay  1Z. 
each.  If  they  do  not  do  so,  and  take  no  interest  themselves 
in  the  Society,  they  cannot  expect  that  we  will  fight  their 
battles  for  them. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  According  to  the  last  Calendar  there  are 
630  chemists  and  druggists  and  only  444  pharmaceutical 
chemists. 

Mr.  Wells  :  But  how  many  of  them  subscribe  ?  We  have 
half  of  the  pharmaceutical  chemists,  but  only  a  third  of  the 
druggists. 

Mr.  Conyngham:  When  the  last  vacancy  occurred  in  the 
Council  a  chemist  and  druggist  was  put  on. 

Mr.  Wells  :  Although  they  made  a  deliberate  attempt  to 
put  all  our  working  men  off  the  Council,  I  never  heard  one 
of  lheir  representatives  propose  a  resolution  to  prosecute 
anybody,  or  give  us  notice  of  any  illegal  acts  in  the  country. 
I  know  that  there  are  several  druggists  compounding  pre- 
scriptions. Until  the  druggists  give  up  what  they  have  not 
a  right  to  do  they  cannot  expect  the  pharmaceutical 
chemists  to  be  their  friends. 

The  President  :  Mr.  Gibson  is  here  representing  the 
druggists,  and  we  wish  him  to  convey  to  them  that  we  are 
not  their  enemies,  and  that  we  would  like  to  see  an 
additional  representation  of  them  on  the  Board  ;  but  if  they 
are  not  willing  to  assist  us  and  to  deserve  that  representation, 
they  cannot  expect  to  get  it. 

Mr.  Wells:  Excuse  me  for  saying  that  we  are  not  the 
persons  to  put  the  representation  on.  It  is  our  licentiates 
and  the  associate  druggists. 

The  President:  If  there  are  600  associate  druggists  and 
only  400  of  our  licentiates,  the  former  have?  power  to  swamp 
us  if  we  are  doins  what  is  not  right  to  them. 

Mr.  Gibson  :  Mr.Tresident,  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  on 
an  early  date  of  putting  those  views  before  the  associate 
druggists,  and  I  will  do  so. 

Physicians  and  Open  Shops. 

Professor  TicrtBORNE  drew  the  attention  of  the  Council 
to  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  Me/Iical  Press  of  Janu- 
ary 31  last,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  College  of 
Physicians  were  about  to  pass  a  by-law  enabling  their 
licentiates  to  keep  open  shop  for  the  compounding  of  pre- 
scriptions. They  might  pass  such  a  by-law,  but  he  did  not 
think  it  would  override  two  Acts  of  Parliament.  In  Glasgow 
the  same  thing  was  tried  by  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  there, 
I  and  it  was  decided  that  keeping  open  shop  for  the  com- 
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[pounding  of  prescriptions  should  be  confined  to  pharma- 
ceutical chemists  and  apothecaries. 

Mr.  Conyngham  said  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  the 
by-law  had  been  passed,  with  one  dissentient  voice,  by  the 
College  of  Physicians. 

Mr.  Downes  :  It  may  be  passed  by  them,  but  it  is  not  yet 
passed  by  the  Privy  Council. 

Mr.  Wells  :  Could  Professor  Tichborne,  as  a  member  of 
the  Council  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  tell  us  what  action 
they  intend  to  take  in  the  matter? — for  it  appears  to  me  that 
it  affects  them  as  largely  as,  if  not  more  largely  than,  it  affects 
ks.  If  they  intend  to  take  any  action,  it  would  be  well  to 
let  us  know,  in  order  that  we  may  act  together. 

Mr.  CONYNGHAM :  Refer  the  matter  to  the  Law  Com- 
mittee, and  in  the  meantime  some  mutual  action  may  be 
arranged  between  this  Society  and  the  Apothecaries'  Hall. 

The  President  said  that  if  the  two  bodies  felt  that  they 
were  threatened  with  a  common  danger,  they  ought  to  come 
■together  and  consider  what  was  best  to  do  in  the  matter,  so 
4hat  they  might  be  enabled  to  oppose  this  by-law.  But 
before  taking  any  organised  steps  they  might  approach  the 
College  of  Physicians  in  a  friendly  way,  and  represent  to 
them  that  what  they  were  about  to  do  would  be  foolish  and 
suicidal. 

Mr.  Wells  :  The  Law  Committee  should  be  empowered 
to  take  whatever  steps  they  may  think  necessary  in  the 
matter. 

Professor  Tichborne  moved — 

That  the  .article  in  the  Medical  Press  of  January  31.  1834,  be  submittal 
to  the  Law  Committee  with  instructions  to  take  whatever  action 
they  may  think  necessary. 

,  Mr.  Conyngham  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to  ;  and  Professor  Tichborne  was  requested 
to  attend  the  Law  Committee. 

Thanks 

ware  accorded  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  for  a  copy  of  their  Calendar  for  1894. 

The  New  Curriculum. 

A  report  was  read  from  the  School  Committee,  to  whom  it 
had  been  referred  to  make  arrangements  for  carrying  out 
resolutions  previously  passed  by  the  Council,  to  the  effect 
ehat  on  and  after  a  date  subsequently  to  be  fixed,  and  which 
should  not  be  earlier  than  January  1,  1895,  all  candidates  at 
the  Licence  examination  should,  in  addition  to  all  the  other 
necessary  certificates,  be  required  to  present  certificates  of 
having  attended  courses  in  botany  and  mattria  medica  at 
some  school  recognised  by  the  Society.  The  recommenda- 
tions of  the  committee,  which  consisted  of  the  President 
and  Messrs.  Wells  and  Grindley,  were  the  following  : — 

That  the  new  regulation  should  come  into  operation  at  the  Licence 
examination  in  April,  1895. 

That  a  notice  requiring  the  services  of  a  gentleman  qualified  to  teach 
the  subjects  mentioned  should  be  inserted  in  the  Medical  Press  and 
The  Chemist  am>  Druggist,  in  the  first  week  of  March,  the 
applications  to  be  in  before  the  20th  of  that  month,  and  the  election 
of  the  professor  to  take  place  at  the  Council-meeting  in  April. 
'That  ;  there  should  be  three  sessions  in  each  year— viz.,  from  October  1 
to  December  31  ;  from  January  1  to  March  31 ;  and  from  April  1 
to  June  30.  Each  session  to  consist  of  twenty-six  lectures  of  two 
hoars  each. 

'That  the  students  should  attend  at  least  twenty  of  the  lectures  in 
order  to  be  entitled  to  a  certificate.  The  committee,  is  was  stated, 
would  expect  the  professor  to  give  at  least  four  field  demonstrations 
in  each  course.  Tlio  fee  for  each  session  to  be  11.  Is.,  payable  in 
advance;  payment  to  be  .made  to  thi  [professor,  in  the  ratio  of 
three-fourths  of  t'ns  fee. 

"The  Committee  considered  that  Tuesday  and  Thursday  woul  1  be  the 
most  desirable  class-days  ;  and  there  should  be  power  to  substitute 
Saturday  when  necessary. 

The  above  report  was  after  some  discussion  adopted. 

The  New  Assistants'  Examiner. 

Mr.  Grindley  moved  that  Mr.  T.  W.  Robinson  be 
appointed  examiner  in  Dublin  of  assistants  to  pharma- 
ceutical chemists  until  December  next.  He  was  sure  Mr. 
Robinson  would  conduct  the  examinations  in  a  manner 
creditable  to -the  Society  and  to  himself. 
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Mr.  Wells,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  Mr.  Kobiusou 
had  already  shown  himself  to  be  a  very  competent  examiner. 
Agreed  to  unanimously. 

Elections  and  Nominations. 

Mr.  G.  G.  Fetherston,  143  Great  Britain  Street,  Dublin, 
and  Mr.  J.  J.  McHugh,  Athy,  were  elected  members  of  the 
Society. 

On  the  motion  of  the  President,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Grindley,  Mr.  A.  L.  Doran,  Bray,  and  Mr.  John  ^Laird, 
118  George's  Street,  Limerick,  were  nominated  for  member- 
ship. 

Some  other  business  having  been  disposed  of, 
The  Council  adjourned. 


(The      inter  Session. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF   GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  evening  meetings  were  resumed  on  Wednesday  evening, 
I  when  a  goodly  gathering  of  membeis  and  associates,  as 
well  as  ladies,  assembled  in  the  lecture-theatre  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe.  Altogether,  100 
persons  were  present.    The  first  paper  was  on 

An  Imperial  British  Pharmacopeia. 

By  Professor  Attfield,  F.R.S., 

who  was  received  with  hearty  applause.  He  said  he  had 
prepared  the  paper  in  his  private  capacity,  yet  with  a  due 
sense  of  the  responsibility  involved  by  his  position  as  the 
appointed  editor  of  the  next  Pharmacopoeia.  It  had  been 
written  with  a  threefold  object.  First,  of  acquainting 
pharmacists  and  others  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  the 
Colonies  and  India,  with  the  nature  of  some  proposed 
alterations  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  which  had  recently  been 
considered  by  the  General  Medical  Council.  Secondly,  with 
a  desire  to  encourage  pharmacists  to  continue  to  work  at 
pharmaceutical  researches  bearing  on  the  Pharmacopoeia  by 
showing  them  (a)  how  their  past  researches  had  assisted  the 
editors  of  former  Pharmacopoeias  and  the  editor  of  the 
Addendum  of  1890;  (7>)  how  such  researches,  condensed  by 
the  annual  reporter  on  the  Pharmacopoeia,  had  been  acted 
on  and  accepted  by  the  Medical  Council ;  and  (c)  how  these 
and  similar  researches  in  the  immediate  future  would  main- 
tain that  conjunction  of  medical  with  pharmaceutical  work 
which  is  on  all  sides  admitted  to  be  of  benefit  both  to  medi- 
cine and  pharmacy.  Thirdly,  it  had  been  written  to  invoke 
the  aid  of  medical,  chemical,  botanical,  and  pharmaceutical 
friends,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  in  what  must,  in  any  case, 
be  prolonged  and  arduous  editorial  labour.  The  whole  paper 
must  be  regarded  as  treating  of  what  is  more  or  less  tentative, 
and  subject  to  the  future  views  and  action  of  the  Medical 
Council  and  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee.  This  much 
being  remembered  by  readers,  the  author  will  not  be  accused 
of  writing  prematurely,  but  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  be 
credited  with  the  simple  desire  to  awaken  interest  in,  and 
facilitate  consideration  of,  so  important  a  subjoct. 

After  briefly  tracing  the  authority  anl  the  history  of  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  Professor  Attfield  said :  My  con- 
ception of 

A  TRUE  BRITISH  PHARMACOPOEIA 

has  always  been  what,  for  convenience  of  olescription  and 
discussion,  may  be  termed  an  Imperial  British  Pharmacopoeia 
— as  useful  in  the  remotest  corner  of  the  Queen's  dominions 
as  in  the  centre  of  London  ;  a  national  medicine  book  of 
which,  as  of  the  empire,  it  might  be  said,  but  without 
boasting  and  as  simply  expressive  of  his  silent  never-ending 
usefulness,  "  the  sun  never  sets  on  its  might."  In  1886  he 
(the  lecturer)  was  requested  by  the  rharmacopecia  Committee 
of  the  Medical  Council  to  advise  the  Council  as  to  any  pro- 
cedure that  might  be  desirable  to  secure  satisfactory  future 
revisions.  His  reply,  dated  November  1, 1886,  has  since  been 
acted  on. 

First,  he  suggested  that  the  due  pharmaceutical  efficiency 
of  the  next  British  Pharmacopoeia  might  reasonably 
be  expected  to  be  promoted  by  an  annual  report  on  any  and 
every    original    research,    or    published    experiment,  or 
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suggestion,  relating  to  any  one  of  the  thousand  or  so  articles, 
or  sestions,  or  monographs,  of  the  Pharmacopeia — the  num- 
ber is  now  (1894)  1,003,  if  the  articles  of  the  Appendix  and 
the  Addendum  be  included — or  on  the  arrangement  or 
classification  of  Ihe  contents  of  the  volume,  or  on  its  nomen- 
clature, systems  of  weights  and  measures,  and  so  on  ;  the 
report  to  include  the  reporters  own  views,  and  his  comments 
on  suggested  omissions,  additions  or  alterations.  The  writer 
had  the  honour  of  beirig  appointed  the  Reporter,  and  had 
now  issued  seven  annual  reports,  sets  of  which  were  to  be 
found  in  the  library  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  London, 
and  he  now  presented  a  set  to  the  President  for  the  library 
in  Edinburgh. 

PHARMACISTS  AND  THE  PHARMACOPOEIA. 

The  encouragement  thus  given  to  pharmacists  to  continue 
to  make  original  pharmaceutical  investigations  is  obvious. 
The  investigations,  rarjging  from  the  humblest  "  note "  to 
the  most  advanced  "  research,"  the  outcome  of  personal  cost 
and  effort  or  of  conjoint  funds  and  labours  of  societies,  as 
read  at  meetings  of  the  students'  associations,  assistants' 
associations,  and  principals'  associations  in  London,  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  in  the  leading  provincial  towns,  or  at  the  annual 
meetings  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  ;  or,  .as 
otherwise  published,  had  been  recognised.  The  first  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  issued  in  1864,  contained  more  evidence  than 
was  afforded  by  the  previous  three  separate  Pharmacopeias, 
of  such  original  work  by  pharmacists.  But  it  seemed,  at  the 
time,  that  the  next  revision  of  that  book  might  still  better 
represent  the  advancement  made  in  pharmaceutical  research. 
The  writer,  therefore,  in  1864,  as  one  of  the  piofessoiial 
staff  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  delivered  two  lectures 
before  the  Society  "  On  the  Relation  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copeia to  Pharmacology."  Professor  Kedwood  gave  two 
similar  lectures  "  On  the  Chemical  and  Galenical  Processes 
and  Preparations " ;  and  Professor  Bentley  two  "  On  the 
Organic  Materia  Medica  of  the  Pharmacopceia."  The  six 
lectures,  all  delivered  by  request  of  the  Council  of  tte 
Society,  were  reported  verbatim  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Journal,  2ndser.,  vol.  v.,  pp.  406,  416,  464,  479,  561,  628,  and 
in  vol.  vi.,  p.  7.  In  due  time  the  Medical  Council  ordered 
a  new  British  Pfiartnacopeia  to  be  prepared  "  under  the 
direction  of  a  committee,"  of  which  Sir  Richard  Quain,  who 
had  recently  joined  the  Council,  was  Honorary  Secretary, 
and  "  by  Professor  Redwood,  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
and  Mr.  Warington,  of  Apothecaries'  Hall."  This  second 
edition  of  the  Pharmacopeia  was  issued  in  1867,  and 

THE  RESULT  WAS  SATISFACTORY. 

Sir  Richard  Quain  threw  himself  into  the  task  of  general 
direction  with  characteristic  energy,  which  has  increased  in 
effect  as  he  advanced  from  the  Secretaryship  to  the  Chair- 
manship of  the  Pharmacopeia  Committee,  and  now  to  the 
Presidentship  of  the  Council.  The  labours  of  original 
pharmaceutical  observers  and  investigatois  were  appreciated 
and  utilised.  The  same  statement  may  be  made,  the  writer 
ventures  to  hope,  as  regards  the  third  edition  of  the 
Pharmacopeia,  issued  eighteen  years  afterwards,  in  1E85,  in 
the  production  of  which,  Mr.  Warington  having  died.  Pro- 
fessor Redwood's  two  colleagues — namely,  Professor  Bentley 
and  myself — were  editorially  conjoined.  No  worthy  pharma- 
ceutical investigation,  great  or  small,  was  knowingly  omitted 
from  consideration  in  the  compilation  of  the  1885  Pharma- 
copeia. That  work  was,  as  I  stated  when  defending  it  in 
December,  1885,  against  certain  critics  whom  I  regarded, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  as  somewhat  unwisely  hostile  as  regards 
its  pharmacy,  "the  pharmacists'  own  Pharmacopeia,"  and, 
further,  in  reference  to  the  galenical  formulae  as  a  whole, 
that  the  bulk  "  is  already  largely  constructed  by  pharmacists  ; 
it  is  they  who  have  supplied  the  chief  pharmaceutical 
materials  of  the  edifice,  their  own  pharmaceutical  experts 
being  employed  to  put  those  and  other  materials  together." 
But  the  free  and  full 

RECOGNITION  OP  PHARMACEUTICAL  RESEARCH 

by  the  Medical  Council  is  still  more  obvious  in  the  1890 
Addendum  to  the  present  Pharmacopeia.  The  labours  of 
pharmacists  at  original  investigation  had  become  very  im- 
portant. It  was  only  necessary,  with  the  ever-ready  aid  of 
Sir  Richard  Quain,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Pharma- 
copeia Committee  of  the  Medical  Council  to  those  labours, 
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for  a  request  to  be  sent  to  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  for  pharmaceutical  help  in  the  compilation  of  the 
Addendum.  (See  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  vol.  sxxv.,. 
page  786.)  The  result  is  seen  on  page  7  of  the  Addendum, 
where  appear  not  only  the  names  of  the  members  of  the 
Pharmacopeia  Committee  of  the  Medical  Council,  but  also- 
those  of  a  Pharmaceutical  Pharmacopeia  Committee,  who 
were  responsible  to  the  former  committee  for  the  production 
of  the  practical  pharmacy  of  the  Addendum.  Here  stands- 
evidence  before  all  the  world,  not  alone  of  the  union  of  medi- 
cine with  pharmacy,  for  that  already  existed,  but  of  the 
liberal  recognition  of  that  union  by  the  Medical  Council,, 
recognition  desired  by  the  leading  speakers  and  workers  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  filty  years,  and  a  fitting 
inaugural  event  for  its  jubilee.  The  writer's  pride  will  be 
pardoned,  even  though  his  modesty  be  questioned,  if  he 
here  reproduce  two  paragraphs  from  the  Report  of  the 
Pharmacopeia  Committee  adopted  by  the  Medical  Council 
on  November  29,  1890  : — "  The  Committee  recommends  that 
the  best  thanks  of  the  Medical  Council  be  presented  to- 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
for  the  valuable  assistance  rendered."  "  The  Committee- 
view  with  satisfaction  this  conjunction  of  medical  and 
pharmaceutical  work  in  the  production  of  the  present  exten- 
sion of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  a  combination  that  cannot  but 
be  productive  of  future,  as  well  as  immediate,  benefit  both 
to  medicine  and  to  pharmacy.  To  the  Annual  Reporter  on 
the  Pharmacopeia  to  the  Medical  Council,  Professor  Attfield, 
must  be  accorded  the  credit  of  initiating  and  organising  this 
desirable  union."  That  Reporter  is,  of  course,  gratified  at 
his  success,  but  what  he  desires  to  emphasise  just  now  is> 
that  the  union  was  really  the  result  of  pharmacists'  prosecu- 
tion of  pharmaceutical  research. 

Within  the  past  few  months,  on  December  4,  1893,  the 
Medical  Council  adopted  the  recommendation  to  invite  the- 
Pharmaceutical  Society  to  help  in  the  compilation,  not  of  a 
comparatively  small  Addendum,  but  of  a  new  edition  of  the 
British  Pharmacopeia.  This  very  flattering  invitation  coming- 
direct  from  the  Medical  Council,  it  follows  that  the  Medical 
Compiling  Committee,  which  will,  with  the  help  of  the 
medical  authorities  and  their  medical  experts  throughout 
the  kingdom,  decide  on  what  additions  they  would  recom- 
mend to  be  made  to  the  present  Pharmacopeia,  and  the 
Pharmaceutical  Compiling  Committee,  which  will,  inter  se^ 
and  with  other  expert  aid,  decide  on  the  best  formulae,  ice., 
for  the  additions  will  be  on  that  satisfactory  footing  that 
apparently  leaves  little  or  nothing  to  be  desired  in  the 
interests  of  medical  practitioners,  pharmacists,  and  the 
public.  Pharmacists  are  governed  by  the  Pharmacopeia  ; 
they  will  now,  as  a  result  of  their  pharmaceutical  research 
work,  and  through  their  pharmaceutical  representatives, 
have  a  voice  in  its  pharmaceutical  construction.  Here,  then, 
is  encouragement  to  pharmacists  to  continue  to  work  at 
pharmaceutic  al  investigation — encouragement  ample  anti- 
liberal,  and  coming  from  the  highest  constituted  authority. 

THE  IMPERIAL  SCHEME. 

To  revert  now  to  the  question  of  extending  the  area  of 
usefulness  cf  our  great  national  "Book  of  Medicines." 
The  opportunity  of  considering  the  idea  of  possibly  ex- 
tending the  usefulness  of  the  Pharmacopo-ia  was  afforded  by 
a  communication  which  came  before  the  Medical  Council  at 
the  meeting  on  May  28, 1892,  from  the  Government  of  India, 
in  effect  recommending  the  omission,  in  due  time,  of  the 
almost  useless  and  very  expensive  saffron  from  the  Phar- 
macopeia, and  the  substitution,  in  India,  of  an  indigenous 
oil  for  olive  oil  in  the  preparation  of  ointments,  plasters,  and 
liniments.  The  Surgeon-General  with  the  Government  of 
India  thought  "  that  this  principle  of  excluding  useless  and 
expensive  ingredients  might  be  carried  further  and  extended 
to  the  general  drug-list,  as  he  considered  for  example,  that 
oil  of  lavender  in  camphor  liniment  and  oil  of  cajuput  in 
croton  liniment  were  useless  and  costly  additions." 

The  second  (4)  of  the  writer's  two  suggestions  of  November 
1,  1886,  to  the  Medical  Council  respecting  the  procedure 
necessarv  for  promoting  the  increased  efficiency  of  the  next 
British  Pharmacopeia — namely,  that  of  imperial  extension — 
was,  therefore,  once  more  brought  before  the  Pharmacopeia 
Committee  on  May  25,  1893.  when  the  Council  passed  the- 
following  resolution  : — "  That  the  Pharmacopeia  Committee 
be  authorised  to  enter  into  correspondence,  through  the  Privy 
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Council,  with  the  India  Office,  and  the  Colonial  Office,  with 
a  view  to  ascertaining  in  what  degree,  if  any,  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  can  bef  better  fitted  than  at  present  to  meet 
Indian  and  colonial  requirements  as  regards  important 
natural  drugs  and  pharmaceutical  preparations."  In  the 
following  October  letters  were  written  to  the  Privy  Council 
by  the  President  of  the  Medical  Council  (The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,  xliii.,  p.  820).  A  very  large  number  of  copies 
of  the  letters  were  distributed  in  November  last  by  the 
India  Office  and  the  Colonial  Office,  for  use  by  the  medical 
and  pharmaceutical  authorities  in  India  and  the  colonies. 
This  action  was  regarded  by  the  Council  as  the  fiist  step 
towards  the  issue  of  another  British  Pharmacopoeia — when- 
ever that  may  be,  in  view  of  the  time  that  must  be  occupied 
by  the  many  and  repeated  communications  with  even  the 
most  distant  parts  of  the  empire.  In  short,  the  Council 
formally  ordered  the  preparation  of  the  work,  and  did  the 
writer  the  honour  of  appointing  him  editor. 

WHAT  PHARMACISTS  CAN  DO. 

That  much,  and  that  much  only,  has  been  settled.  What- 
ever is  said  or  done  by  medical  practitioners  and  by 
pharmacists  at  home  or  abroad  as  the  outcome  of  what 
is  stated  in  this  paper  respecting  the  next  edition  of  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  must  be  regarded  as  tentative  and 
subject  to  the  future  views  and  action  of  the  Medical  Council. 
So  far  as  action  has  gone  at  present  we  may  perhaps  interpret 
the  attitude  of  the  Council  in  this  matter  towards  the 
colonies  and  India  to  be  not  one  of  desire  to  produce  an 
Imperial  Pharmacopoeia,  and  of  request  for  aid  in  carrying 
out  such  a  desire,  but  rather  of  willingness  to  make  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  more  useful  than  at  present,  both 
broadly  and  in  all  details,  if  it  is  not  already  sufficiently 
useful,  whether  in  India  or  in  any  one  of  our  colonies.  The 
Medical  Council  has  already  stated,  in  the  two  letters  referred 
to,  that  all  suggestions  shall  receive  the  best  and  fullest 
consideration.  They  may  be  sent  to  the  offices  of  the  Council, 
addressed  to  the  Registrar,  299  Oxford  Street,  London,  W. 

WHAT  GREATER  BRITAIN  CAN  DO. 

As  to  the  form  which  proposed  colonial  and  Indian 
additions,  alterations,  or  omissions  might  take,  the  Medical 
Council  has  directed  as  follows: — "Each  suggestion  should 
be  as  detailed  as  possible,  and  each  list  of  suggestions  as 
complete  as  possible."  It  may  be  risky  to  venture  on  advice 
to  distant  friends,  but,  for  example,  if  the  insertion  of  a  new 
natural  raw  drug  or  article  of  materia  medica  is  desired  by 
medical  practitioners,  a  paragraph  respecting  it  might  be 
drawn  up  in  the  general  form  of  similar  existing  paragraphs 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  then  might  follow  facts  and 
reasons  in  support  of  the  suggestion.  Any  desired  phar- 
maceutical preparations  of  the  drug  might  then  be  mentioned. 
Formulae  for  the  preparations  of  the  said  drug  would  be 
drawn  up  by  persons  having  adequate  pharmaceutical  know- 
ledge, and  be  in  a  form  to  fit  them  for  insertion  amongst  the 
similar  existing  official  formula:  for  extracts,  liniments,  oint- 
ments, pills,  tinctures,  &c. — pharmaceutical  facts  and  reasons 
for  insertion  then  following.  New  definite  chemical  substances 
might  have  similar  literary  treatment.  Proposed  new  pre- 
parations of  old  vegetable  or  mineral  articles  of  the  materia 
medica  might  be  similarly  presented  for  consideration. 
Adjustments  of  strength  or  potency  of  existing  preparations 
will  not  be  difficult  in  a  Pharmacopajia  which  is  already 
largely  an  amalgamation  of  three  Pharmacopoeias,  but  there 
must  be  reasonable  concession  when  important  percentage 
alterations  are  suggested  and  reasonable  respect  for  the 
status  quo.  Similar  remarks  apply  to  the  omission  of  any 
existing  ingredient  of  a  formula  or  the  inclusion  of  a  new 
ingredient.  The  total  omission  of  a  drug  from  the  present 
Pharmacopoeia  will  not  be  suggested  without  the  most  careful 
consideration  by  the  medical  authorities  making  the  sugges- 
tion. Opinions  on  matters  having  broader  bearings  than  the 
foregoing  probably  will  be  welcomed,  but  will  necessarily 
merge  into  subjects  to  be  discussed  in  their  general  imperial 
relationships  rather  than  from  a  local  standpoint. 

To  turn  now  to  the  discussion  of  the  character  of  the  next 
British  Pharmacopoeia  in  its  home  editorial  aspects,  a  dis- 
cussion which  it  is  intended  that  this  paper  shall  initiate ; 
all  views,  it  may  be  stated  once  more,  of  course  being  subject 
absolutely  to  the  controlling  voice  of  the  Medical  Council  and 
the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee.    Clearly  it  would  be 


unwiseTto  alter*theanojienclature 

of  the  present  Pharmacopoeia  in  any  important  respect.  In 
the  recently  issued  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  United  States,  the 
Latin  nomenclature  of  the  previous  edition  is  retained  while 
there  is  a  half-and-half  alteration  of  the  English  nomenclature. 
For  instance,  Magncsii  Sulphas  and  Tinctura  Upli  appear  in 
that  old  dress  which,  let  us  hope,  they  will  long  retain. 
While,  however,  under  the  leading  title  Tinctura  Opii  there 
appears  the  leading  English  title  Tincture  of  Opium,  which 
also  is  a  translation,  under  the  leading  Latin  title  Magnesii 
Sulphas  there  appears,  not  the  translation  of  those  words, 
namely,  Sulphate  of  Magnesium,  but,  in  a  single  line  in  type 
of  Egyptian  blackness,  Magnesium  Sulphate,  and  so  on  with 
the  whole  of  the  galenical  and  the  chemical  nomenclature. 
Here  is  a  sacrifice  of  the  advantages  of  translation  and  of 
literary  elegance  to  mere  "  up-to-date "  chemistry  and  its 
will-o'-the-wisp  nomenclature.  Scientific  chemists  claim  the 
right  to  alter  their  views  of  the  chemical  constitution  of 
matter  as  often  as  may  be  desirable  ;  to  substitute  one  crutch 
or  rather  hatpeg  of  hypothesis  or  theory  for  another  when- 
ever the  advancing  strides  of  their  science  may  render  such 
a  course  expedient ;  to  change  notation  in  accordance  with 
their  views  wherever  the  conjoint  wisdom  of  the  followers  of 
chemistry  erects  a  guide-post ;  and  to  give  new  consistent 
names  to  formulae.  But  the  pharmacist  and  the  medical 
practitioner,  and  the  writer  as  a  professed,  if  anxious,  guide 
of  both,  should  place  in  the  front  rank  of  the  cmalifications 
for  a  name,  not  supposed  constitution,  which  is  here  to-day 
and  gone  to-morrow,  but  permanence — a  name  which  shall, 
if  possible,  be  unambiguous,  contain  no  numeral  syllables,  be 
recognised  throughout  the  empire,  and  possess  the  very 
minimum  of  instability.  [Professor  Attfield  here  said  he 
objected  to  official  recognition  of  such  names  as  "Binoxide 
of  manganese,"  which  may  change  as  theory  changes,  but 
"  black  oxide  of  manganese  "  will  always  be  black.] 
Chemistry  is  unfortunately  splitting  off  from  pharmacy. 
Chemists  have  arisen  other  than  chemists  and  druggists, 
and  "  chemists  and  druggists "  are  growing  up  who  are 
not  the  former,  or  scientific  "  chemists,"  but  "  pharmacists  " 
alone.  Better,  perhaps,  accept  what  appears  to  be  the 
inevitable  and  be  content  with  the  name  "  pharmacists," 
but  therewith  let  us  take  as  our  motto,  "  Pharmacy 
for  the  Pharmacist."  Pharmacists  should  have  their  own 
nomenclature,  which,  while  not  inharmonious  with  the  fre- 
cjuently-changing  nomenclature  of  chemistry,  shall  have  the 
prime  virtue  of  all  possible  permanence.  Few  Briti-h 
medical  practitioners  or  pharmacists  will  sympathise  with 
this  recent  action  of  the  compilers  of  the  otherwise  highly- 
improved  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  United  States.  Let  us  trust 
that  we  shall  retain  in  our  next  British  Pharmacopoeia  both 
the  Latin  and  English  leading  chemical  names  of  the  present 
edition  as  a  rule,  with  peihaps  no  so-called  indeclinable 
substantives. 

THE  WRITER'S  VIEWS  RESPECTING  OFFICIAL  SYNONYMS, 

more  especially  those  which  tend  to  remove  difficulties  and 
uncertainties  respecting  the  composition  of  what  may  be 
termed  household  remedies,  have  been  set  forth  in  the  phar- 
maceutical press,  and  so  far  have  been  strongly  supported. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  may  be 
trusted  to  give  a  practical  outcome  to  the  matter.  The  subject 
is  wide  in  itself  and  in  its  bearings,  but  is,  perhaps,  fairly 
focussed  in  the  Reports  for  1887.  1888,  1889,  and  1890. 

RESPECTING  OFFICIAL  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES, 

pharmacists  would  much  help  by  discussing  the  question  of 
the  substitution  of  grains  by  measure  —that  is,  "  fluid  grains  " 
or  "  grain-measures  "  for  minims.  We  use  ounces  (oz  )  and 
fluid  ounces  (fl.  oz  )  ;  why  not  grains  (grs.)  and  fluid  grains 
(fl.  grs.),  the  minim  gradually,  in  the  course  of  years,  dropping 
out  of  use  ?  Viewed  in  the  light  of  variation  in  doses,  the 
subject  has  not  apparently  much  therapeutical  importance, 
and  its  legal  bearings  are  not  insuperable ;  but  its  pharma- 
ceutical importance  is  considerable  in  relation  to  the  question 
of  accuracy  in  compounding  solutions  and  in  dispensing,  and 
as  promoting  simplicity  of  relation  ship  of  weights  to  measures. 
In  the  Tear-book  of  Pharmacy,  1889,  p.  498,  will  be  found  a 
series  of  formulas  for  official  llquores,  in  which  1  part  by 
weight  of  active  principle  is  contained  in  100  similar  parts 
by  measure — for  example,  1  oz.  of  arsenic  in  100  fl.  oz.  of 
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solution,  or  1  gr.  in  100  fl.  grs.  In  the  technical  language  of 
pharmacy  these  are  true  "  1  per  cent,  solutions  "  because  of 
the  implied  practice,  which  never  need  be  abandoned— 
namely,  "  solids  by  weight,  liquids  by  measure."  Where  the 
words  "one  per  cent."  are  not  qualified  by  something  ex- 
pressed, something  understood,  or  an  implied  practice,  then, 
of  course,  the  words  "  one "  and  "  per  cent."  must,  by  the 
ordinary  laws  of  language  and  logic,  apply  to  the  same  thing 
or  condition  and  no'  to  disimilar  things  or  conditions.  A 
solution  containing  1  gr.  in  100  minims  is  scarcely  an  equally 
technically  true  1  per  cent,  solution,  and  certainly  not  an 
equally  simple  technical  1  per  cent,  solution.  An  editor  must 
«ot  yet  express  a  decided  opinion  on  the  question  of  the 
abolition  of  the  minim. 

THE  METRIC  SYSTEM. 

But  a  still  more  important  question  relating  to  official 
weights  and  measures  is  the  growing  demands  on  our  atten- 
tion of  the  metric  decimal  system.  This  is  now  practically 
the  sole  system  in  the  United  States  Pharmacopceia.  Our 
•colonists  in  Canada  must  largely  use  that  Pharmacopoeia;  and 
it  may  be  expedient  to  give  them  official  formula;  on  the 
metric  system.  We  must,  of  course,  assume  that  the  medical 
practitioners,  and  pharmacists  —  of  the  old  country 
at  least — would  not  at  present  accept  a  Pharmacopceia 
on  the  metric  system  alone.  Cannot  those  mono- 
graphs of  our  current  Pharmacopceia  which  include 
weights  and  measures  on  the  imperial  system,  be 
followed  in  every  case  by  formulae  on  the  metiic  system 7 
Sometimes  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  repeat  the  lines  con- 
taining the  quantities,  the  directions  applying  to  either 
system;  sometimes  the  directions  will  admit  of  adaptation 
to  either  system  ;  sometimes  the  paragraphs  of  directions  in 
terms  of  the  imperial  system  will  also  have  to  be  repeated 
in  terms  of  the  metric  system.  The  book  need  not  be  in- 
creased materially  in  size  by  such  an  extension  of  matter, 
for  the  "  spacing,"  at  least,  might  be  less  liberal  than  at 
present.  It  is  not  at  {.resent  desirable  further  to  enter  on 
this  question,  for  necessarily  it  mast  be  fully  discussed  in 
the  Colonies  and  India,  as  well  as  at  home. 

COLONIAL  AND  INDIAN  ADDITIONS 

to  the  Pharmacopoeia  have  been  mentioned.  Considering 
the  activity  exhibited  in  the  search  for  and  in  the  making 
public  of  new  drugs  during  the  past  twenty  years,  additions 
of  many  really  new  drugs  cannot  be  expected.  The  question 
of  home  additions  is  important  for  medical  consideration,  but 
is  one  on  which  pharmacists  may  be  able  to  supply  some  infor- 
mation to  medical  authorities  in  regard  to  the  frequency  or 
infrequency  with  which  the  more  firmly  established  "  new 
remedies  "  are  prescribed.  Here  attention  may  be  drawn  to  the 
following  paragraph  in  the  preface  of  the  new  Pharmacopceia 
of  the  United  States : — "  In  accordance  with  the  positive 
instructions  of  the  Convention,  those  of  the  new  synthetic 
remedies  which  cannot  be  produced  otherwise  than  under 
patented  processes,  or  which  are  protected  by  proprietary 
lights,  were  not  admitted  into  the  Pharmacopoeia." 

OTHER  CONSIDERATIONS. 

It  would  be  outside  the  scope  of  this  paper  to  touch  on 
the  questions  of  botanical  nomenclature  ;  general  mechanical 
processes  ;  how  far  the  Pharmacopceia  may  be  made  more, 
or  less,  an  undergraduate's  book  than  at  present,  that  is  to 
say,  whether  or  not.  for  example,  explanations  of  tests  should 
be  included,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  whether  or  not  most  of 
the  descriptive  sentences  at  the  commencement  of  the  sec- 
tions or  monographs  should  be  excluded  ;  nor  to  consider 
any  general  rules  relating  to  the  limits  of  demand  of  purity 
of  articles. 

Still  less  can  now  be  considered  the  details  respecting  any 
particular  article  or  monograph  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  younger  workers  at  original  pharmaceutical  investi- 
gation will  not  accuse  the  writer  of  merging  editor  in 
professor,  nor  the  older  of  merging  editor  in  reporter,  if  he 
ventures  to  beg  them  to  continue  to  experiment — experi- 
ment— experiment.  There  is  dignity  as  well  as  definiteness 
in  the  words  "  pharmaceutical  research  ; "  and  it  is  on  accurate 
pharmaceutical  research,  properly  so  called,  from  a  simple 
observation  to  an  elaborata  investigation,  far  more  than  on 
strictly  chemical,  physical,  or  botanical  research  that  the 


position  which  pharmacists  have  won  for  themselves  in  the 
production  of  the  pharmaceutical  portion  of  our  Pharma- 
copoeia can  be  maintained  ;  it  is  on  published  accurate 
pharmaceutical  research,  in  the  main,  that  the  pharmaceutical 
basis  of  future  Imperial  British  Pharmacopeias  can  be  con- 
st! ucted  satisfactorily. 

The  reading  of  the  paper  occupied  exactly  44  minutes. 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  the  paper  was  one  of  a  suggestive 
character,  rather  than  one  which  could  be  discussed  seriously. 
It  would  take  too  long,  and  he  was  compelled  to  say  that 
some  things  that  the  Professor  had  interpolated  would  not 
go  unchallenged.  He  thought  that  the  Professor,  in  his 
work  on  the  editing  of  the  Pharmacopceia,  had  a  formidable 
rival  in  the  United  States  Pharmacopceia,  which  was  used 
in  Canada,  and  Canadian  pharmacists  were  smart  men  and 
good  pharmacists,  vtho  would  insist  upon  a  high  standard  in 
an  Imperial  Pharmacopceia.  He  complimented  Professor 
Attfield  and  asked  the  discussion  to  be  limited  to  general 
subjects,  and  not  details. 

Mr.  Giles  was  called  upon,  but  he  confessed  that  he  did 
not  feel  competent  to  deal  with  the  subject  now.  He  had 
come  really  to  congratulate  his  brother- pharmacists  on  the 
position  they  had  attained  in  the  compilation  of  the  national 
Pharmacopoeia.  This  was  the  finish  of  what  he  had  been 
in  at  the  beginning.  The  Imperial  Pharmacopoeia  was 
a  startling  idea,  but  it  looked  in  the  nature  of  a  develop- 
ment. The  universal  Pharmacopceia  was  rather  premature — 
about  1000  years  premature — (laughter)— but  this  was  more 
reasonable.  Mr.  Giles  also  spoke  of  the  difficulty  as  regards 
Canada,  with  the  intercommunication  of  prescriptions  be- 
tween Canada  and  the  United  States. 

Mr.  N.  H.  Martin  expressed  his  gratitude  to  Professor 
Attfield  for  the  part  he  had  played  in  bringing  about  good 
relations  between  pharmacists  and  medical  men.  He  sug- 
gested that  pharmacists  throughout  the  country  should  take 
the  trouble  to  tabulate  from  their  prescription- books  the 
substances  which  are  most  used.  If  this  were  done  for  three 
or  six  months  it  would  be  a  great  benefit. 

Mr.  Joseph  Ince  said  the  only  point  he  would  have 
cared  to  discuss  was  the  so-called  indeclinable  nouns,  but 
as  details  had  been  ruled  out  of  discussion  he  could  scarcely 
bring  that  in.  (Laughter.)  Nevertheless  Mr.  Ince  proceeded 
to  express  his  opinions  on  the  point,  leaving  out  the  details, 
which  the  President  suggested  he  should  put  in  the  form  of 
a  paper.  Still  Mr.  Ince  flowed  on,  "  on  behalf  of  the  medical 
man  who  bad  to  write  prescriptions  with  these  indeclinable 
nouns,"  and  who  created  latinised  terms  for  himself  :  he  had  to 
do  what  the  Pharmacopieia  should  do. 

Mr.  Ekin  said  that  large  space  was  given  in  the  Pharma- 
copceia to  tests  which  were  no  longer  necessary  now  that 
manufacture  had  improved  so  much  ;  and  if  the  basis  of  the 
Pharmacopceia  were  to  be  widened  much  space  could  be 
saved  by  getting  rid  of  or  shortening  old  formulae,  such  as 
those  for  tinctures.  The  Pharmacopoeia  contained  only  a 
small  proportion  of  the  remedies  actually  prescribed. 

Mr.  Charles  I'mney,  after  a  compliment  to  Professor 
Attfield,  said  that  in  the  past  concessions  had  to  be  made 
in  pharmacopoeia  matters,  and  the  same  would  be  done 
when  we  got  into  touch  with  the  colonies.  He  questioned 
the  right  of  pharmacists  to  exclude,  say,  such  a  thing  as 
saffron.  He  knew  eminent  medical  men  who  believed  that 
it  was  good  therapeutically.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  also  thought 
a  little  change  could  be  made  in  essential  oils.  There  was 
no  use  saying  "  distilled  in  Britain  ;"  better  to  give  tests.  He 
approved  of  the  introduction  of  the  metric  system  ;  and  spoke 
of  synonyms,  saying  that  in  many  cases  it  was  largely  a  ques- 
tion of  price.  He  would  have  the  synonyms  and  official 
names  the  same  for  specific  articles,  but  he  did  not  approve 
of  what  Mr.  Ekin  said  regarding  tests.  There  would  be 
very  little  difficulty  in  having  an  Imperial  Pharmacopoeia  with 
Canadian  addendum,  Indian  addendum — Professor  Attfield 
shook  his  head,  but  he  could  assure  him  (he  had  large  expe- 
rience in  executing  indents)  very  little  was  ordered  outside 
the  B.P.  :  their  pharmacy  was  little  different  to  ours. 

Mr.  W.  Martindale,  while  travelling  through  Canada 
last  summer,  found  that  Canadian  pharmacists  were  wonder- 
fully loyal  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

Mr.  Walter  Hills  was  charmed  with  the  idea  of  an 
Imperial  Pharmacopoeia,  f^r  anything  which  would  draw 
together  the  different  parts  of  the  empire  deserved  the 
highest  respect.    In  emphasizing  the  gratitude  of  pharma- 
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cists  to  Profes-or  Attield  for  what  he  had  done  to  bring 
about  the  good  lelations  between  pharmioiSjS  and  medical 
men,  he  wished  to  add  that  they  were  alio  greatly  indebnei 
to  Sir  Richard  Quain,  who,  he  knew,  had  done  much  in  the 
same  way. 

Professor  Attfield  briefly  replied,  thanking  the  speakers 
for  what  they  had  said  in  compliment  to  him.  But  that  was 
only  part  of  his  speech,  for  he  had  really  risen  to  attribute  his 
•qualifications  as  a  pharmacist  to  Mr.  William  Frederick 
Smith,  of  Walworth,  who  sat  beside  him.  The  Professor  then 
spoke  briefly  of  the  points  which  had  arisen  in  the  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  Carteighe,  in  thanking  the  Professor,  reminded  him 
that  in  dealing  with  pharmacists  he  would  be  dealing  with 
■men  of  advanced  views,  and  he  hoped  that  while  he  con- 
served what  was  old  he  would  be  careful  to  recognise  the 
advance  of  knowledge  in  regard  to  old  as  well  as  new  things. 

The  President  then  called  upon  Mr.  E.  W.  Lucas, 
Messrs.  John  Bell  Ac  Co.'s  laboratory-manager,  to  read  some 

LABORATORY  NOTE!?. 

This  was  somewhat  of  an  alia  podrida,  for  many  old 
facts  were  brought  forward  with  little  that  was  absolutely 
new,  but  Mr.  Lucas  put  his  statements  smartly  and 
pleasantly.  First  he  made  some  suggestions  regarding  the 
tests  and  formulas  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  Thus,  he 
wanted  a  test  for  the  two  aloes,  one  for  turpentine  in  balsam 
of  tolu,  for  buchu-leaves,  canella,  catechu,  scammony,  and 
dried  leaves,  all  with  the  object  of  identifying  or  of  fixing 
limits  of  impurity.  Should  the  seeds  be  included  in  making 
decoct,  papaveris  ?  The  B.P.  should  ^nswer.  To  prevent 
plasters  cracking,  Mr.  Lucas  suggested  the  addition  of 
rubber  and  wool-fat — 1  per  cent,  of  the  former  and  2  per 
cent,  of  the  latter,  dissolved  in  chloroform.  Some  comments 
were  offered  on  the  consistency  of  extracts  :  "  pilular  "  would 
be  too  hard  ;  "  honey-consistence  "  is  what  Mr.  Lucas  suggests. 
Some  extracts — cascara,  rhubarb,  &c. — should  be  evaporated 
to  dryness  ;  so  also  ext.  nucis  vom.  and  ext.  opii.  He  added 
a  suggestion  for  the  use  of  hot  percolation — 150°  F. — for 
ext.  belladon.  n\,  as  giving  better  results.  Amongst  other 
suggestions  offered  were  : — ■ 

A  definition  should  be  given  as  to  whether  liquorice-root 
to  be  is  decorticated  or  not. 

Cascara  sagrada  should  be  kept  a  year. 

Less  water  should  be  put  into  glycerine  of  starch. 

Buchu  and  serpentary  should  not  be  bruised  for  infusions. 

Syrup  of  phosphate  of  iron  should  be  made  direct  from 
from  iron  wire. 

An  improved  formula  was  submitted  for  Tr.  Quinince 
amnion     It  was  this  : — 

Sulphate  of  quinine        ..       ..       ..      1E0  gr. 

Proof  spirit  . .       . .       . .       . .         6  oz. 

Comp.  tincture  of  chloroform  . .       . .       Zk  „ 

Solutiun  of  awmouia      ..        ..        ..         2^  „ 

Glycerine  to         . .       . .       . .       . .        20  „ 

Mix  in  the  above  order. 

Water  distilled  from  tolu  balsam  is  a  very  good  preser- 
vative. 

B.  P.  pills  are  unsatisfactory.  Mr.  Lucas  would  like  the 
"  species  "  to  be  kept,  and  each  chemist  choose  his  own 
excipient. 

For  zinc  ointment  he  finds  a  basis  containing  oil  of  theo- 
broma  better  than  benzoated  lard,  and  not  irritable. 

For  filtration  of  essential-oil  waters,  and  such  things  as  acid 
glycerine  of  pepsin,  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  paper-pulp, 
asbestos,  and  kaolin,  is  excellent. 

The  proportions  of  ingredients  in  granular  salts  require 
alteration,  because  (Mr.  Lucas  afterwards  explained)  the 
wrong  proportions  had  been  copied  by  Bill's  granulator,  who 
gave  the  formuluse  to  the  B.P.  authorities. 

The  rest  of  the  paper  was  devoted  to  a  running  com- 
mentary on  the  United  States  Pharmacopceia. 

On  discussion  being  invited,  Mr.  Martin  suggested  it 
should  be  postponed.  The  President  said  there  was  a  lecture 
next  month,  so  that  could  not  be  done.  Mr.  Millard  sup- 
ported the  suggestion  for  adjournment ;  there  was  much  that 
was  historical  in  the  paper,  which  might  want  looking  into. 
Mr.  C.  Umney  added  that  it  was  very  historical— (laughter) 
— and  he  proceeded  to  criticise  some  of  the  statements 
made  by  Mr.  Lucas,  which  he  considered  very  ancient. 
After  some  further  remarks,  the  President  called  attention 
to  an  album  of  photographs  of  Schimmel's  works. 


SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 

Liverpool  Section. 

At  the  meeting  on  Wednesday,  February  7,  Mr.  J. 
Beverilge  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Manufacture  of  Straw 
Cellulose, "  and  thereafter.  Mr.  W.  P.  Thompson  read  one 
communicated  by  Piofessor  E.  Divers,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Tokio,  Japan,  on 

the  manufacture  of  calomel  in  japan. 

After  an  introductory  historical  account  of  the  method 
employed  in  Japan  for  the  manufacture  of  calomel,  the 
author  gave  a  detailed  deicription  of  the  manufacture  as 
carried  on  to-day,  referring  especially  to  the  purity  of  the 
product  obtained,  in  regard  to  its  being  quite  free  from 
corrosive  sublimate.  The  paper  concluded  with  the  discus- 
sion of  some  points  of  thejretical  interest  connected  with  the 
manufacture. 


Scottish  Section. 

A  meeting  of  this  Section  was  held  in  Edinburgh  last 
week.  The  Chairman  (Mr.  Robert  Irvine)  read  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Godfrey  L.  Cabot,  of  Boston,  U.S.A.,  on 
the  preparation  of 

CARBON  BLACKS  FROM  NATURAL  GAS  IN  AMERICA. 

It  appeared  from  this  that  the  gas  from  the  oil-wells  is 
conveyed  through  pipes  to  factories  where  it  is  burned 
under  conditions  favourable  for  the  production  and  deposi- 
tion of  carbon.  Mr.  Cabot  gave  valuable  details  regarding 
the  enormous  waste  of  gas  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
past  by  allowing  it  to  blow  off  into  the  air.  This  natural 
gas  is  now  employed  for  heating-purposes,  and  also  for  the 
production  of  carbon  black. 

Mr.  Irvine  and  Dr.  Woodhead,  in  a  communication  on 
the 

PRESENCE  IN  PAPER  OF  THE  RESIDUAL  CHEMICALS 

used  in  its  manufacture,  pointed  out  that  owing  to  the  drastic 
treatment  requirtd  to  separate  the  fibrous  portions  of  the 
esparto  grass,  &c,  to  bring  them  into  fit  condition  for 
paper- fabrication,  the  residual  portions  of  the  chemicals 
often  remained  in  the  finished  material,  and  became  hurtful 
to  its  stability.  Special  reference  was  made  to  the  effect  of 
sulphur  residues.  In  paper  specially  used  for  book  and 
pamphlet  printing  the  presence  of  sulphur  exerted  a  serious 
influence,  and  imparted  to  the  paper  a  most  unpleasant 
odour.  The  authors  explained  how  these  sulphur  residues 
could  be  avoided. 


LIVERPOOL    PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS' 
SOCIETY. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  the  University  College  on  Thursday, 
February  8,  Mr.  Frank  Walker  (President)  in  the  chair. 

As  a  miscellaneous  communication,  Mr.  J.  Jones  (Messrs 
Fergusson  &;  Co.)  caused  some  amusement  by  showing  the 
following  letter,  whico.  he  had  received  from  the  West  Coast 
of  Africa : — 

upper  Town  Rod  Axim  December  19  '93 

Messrs.  W.  &  .1.  Feruussx 

5  &  6  Strand  Street  Liverpool, 

your  are  recommendation  was  givnto  me  by  a  Friend  whiteman  Doctor  of 
Accra  that  you  are  the  merchant  in  the  city  of  Liverpool  at  the  same  I  took 
the  leberty  to  apply  you  for  the  samples  of  margular  medicine  of  all  kind-; 
which  have  iu  your  store,  am  white  mau  myself  of  garmany  I  came  out 
here  at  axim  for  the  Timber  Mahogany  dealing  if  you  will  like  some  I 
will  send  for  some  to  have  them  Disposed  them  for  me  in  your  place  there. 
And  also  send  all  kinds  of  medicine  which  you  have  some  in  samples  you 
must  charge  to  me  when  I  send  this  Timbers  Mohogauy  Logs  am  not 
Black  mau  so  threfore  you  must  not  be  afriead  about  this  centeree  at 
all,  send  me  2  or  3  almanacks  for  the  year  1894  please  and  send  me  your 
address  envelopes  to  ship  with  an  Blank  Bills  of  leadings  to  deal  with  am 
your  further  wayting  news  send  me  Catalogues  prece  list  2  or  3  please 
anything  to  show  this  Black  people  to  Buy  some  Timbers  from  them. 

I  remain  yours  truly 

R.  E.  C.  S.,  Timber  Marchant  Axim. 
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Miss  E.  M.  Wood  then  read  a  paper  on 

Parasitic  Plants. 

After  calling  attention  to  some  erroneous  ideas  as  to  what 
parasitic  plants  are,  Miss  Wood  emphasised  the  fact  that 
some  plants  of  perfectly  different  character  and  relationship 
show  parasitism,  but,  as  a  rule,  parasites  are  a  quite 
distinct  class  of  plants.  She  deprecated  the  application  of 
the  terms  robbery,  murder,  sagacity,  &c,  to  such  plants,  and 
rather  favoured  a  higher  view  of  them,  for  some  of  the 
most  beautiful  flowers  in  the  world  are  the  flowers  of 
parasites.  Most  of  the  parasitic  plants  in  this  country 
are,  however,  dingy  and  unattractive,  except  the  mistletoe. 
Miss  Wood  also  spoke  of  the  dodders,  and  their  effect 
upon  vegetation.  Plants  whose  roots  are  parasitic  were 
next  referred  to,  and  Miss  Wood  illustrated  her  remarks  by 
many  dried  specimens  and  excellent  water-colour  drawings  ; 
the  latter  calling  forth  the  marked  appreciation  of  the 
members. 

Mr.  Pipe  proposed,  and  Mr.  J.  Jones  seconded,  a  very 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturess,  which  was  carried 
with  applause. 


BRIGHTON   JUNIOR  ASSOCIATION  OF  PHARMACY. 

At  the  meeting  on  Wednesday,  February  7,  Mr.  B.  Lomax, 
Curator  of  the  Brighton  Museum,  delivered  a  lecture  on 
"  Facts  about  Evolution."  The  lecture  proved  interesting 
and  instructive  to  the  members  present. 


BRISTOL  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  was  held  at  the 
University  College,  Bristol,  on  Monday.  The  following 
members  were  elected  as  the  council  for  the  year  :—  Messrs. 
Allen,  Berry,  Keen,  Pitchford,  Towerzy,  Warren,  White, 
Plumley,  Schacht,  and  Stroud.  At  a  subsequent  meeting 
the  following  officers  were  elected : — President,  Mr.  W. 
Berry,  F.C.S.  ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Stroud  ;  Secretary,  Mr.  B. 
Keen. 


CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Last  week  the  members  were  favoured  with  an  essay  by  Mr. 
H.  T.  Duerant  on 

Solution. 

It  was  an  exposition  of  modern  views  chiefly,  but  at  the 
outset  the  writer  referred  to  the  beginning  of  this  branch  of 
knowledge,  especially  referring  to  Dalton's  statements  and 
suggestions.  Generally  Mr.  Durrant  followed  Ostwald  in 
regard  to  the  exposition  of  the  principles  underlying  the 
phenomena  of  solution,  speaking  in  turn  of  solutions  of 
liquids  in  gases,  of  solids  in  gases,  of  gases  in  liquids— this 
section  including  those  gases  which  are  removable  by  boiling 
(e.g.,  C02)  and  those  which  are  not  (e.g.,  HC1)— and  gas- 
absorption  in  saline  solutions.  He  then  spoke  of  solutions 
of  liquids  in  liquids,  dividing  them  into  three  classes — viz., 

(a)  Liquids  miscible  in  all  proportions,  as  CHC13  and  CS., ; 

(b)  liquids  miscible  in  certain  nroportions  only,  as 
H,0  +  C,;H;,OH  or  H,0  +  (C.,H5),0  ;"  (c)  liquids  with  no 
mutual  solvent  action  whatever.  After  this,  Eolations  of 
solids  in  liquids  were  spoken  of,  and  some  of  the  influences 
which  modify  solution,  such  as  temperature  and  the  relation 
of  the  solvent  to  the  substance  upon  which  it  acts.  Amongst 
the  most  interesting  passages  of  tbe  paper  was  one  in  which 
the  author  spoke  of  the  influence  of  vapour-pressure  on 
solutions.  It  has  long  been  known,  he  explained,  that  water 
which  holds  non-volatile  matter  in  solution  boils  at  a  higher 
temperature  than  pure  water  :  it  follows  that  the  increase  of 
temperature  necessary  to  make  the  vapour- pressure  equal  to 
the  atmospheric  pressure  is  the  influence  of  the  dissolved 
substance.  This  difference  is  scarcely  appreciable  in  the 
case  of  water.  Raoult  was  the  first  investigator  to  use 
ether  as  a  solvent,  and  working  with  it  he  found  (a)  that 
relative  lowering  of  vapour-pressure  was  independent  of 
temperature ;  (b)  in  solutions  of  medium  concentration 
the  lowering  of  the  vapour- pressure  is  proportional 
to  concentration  ;  (e)  the  molecular  lowering  of  vapour- 
pressure  is  independent  of  the  nature  of  the  substance. 

If  ether  is  used  the  last  statement  is  without  exception, 
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but  in  aqueous  solutions  the  molecular  lowering  varies. 
Later  on  it  was  further  enunciated  by  Raoult  that  "  the 
lowering  of  vapour-pressures  of  solutions  in  different 
solvents  are  equal  to  the  proportion  of  the  number  of 
molecules  of  the  solvent  to  the  number  of  molecules  of  the 
dissolved  substance  in  the  same." 

It  was  an  important  fact  that  the  behaviour  of  salts, 
strong  acids,  and  bases  in  solution  towards  vapour-pressure 
was  to  make  the  solution  to  apparently  contain  a  greater 
number  of  molecules,  as  if  the  substances  were  separated 
into  their  ions.  Mr.  Durrant  also  spoke  of  the  freezing- 
point  of  solutions,  and  what  is  deducible  therefrom,  and  con- 
cluded with  an  exposition  of  the  association  theory,  basing 
his  remarks  apparently  upon  Ostwald. 

There  was  little  attempt  by  the  members  to  discuss  the 
paper,  but  Mr.  Harrison  (President)  and  Mr.  Jowett  spoke 
on  the  phenomeoa  of  solution,  and  the  latter  objected  to  so 
little  notice  being  taken  in  the  paper  of  the  chemical  or 
hydrate  theory  of  solution,  and  the  large  amount  of  work 
which  had  been  done  in  this  department  by  English 
chemists. 


CAMBRIDGE  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

On  Thursday,  February  8,  the  above  Association,  with  an 
attendance  of  36,  was  favoured  with  a  lecture  fron  Mr.  E.  H. 
Douty,  M.A.,  M.B.  (Senior  Demonstrator  in  Anatomy  in  the 
University),  on  "The  Brain,"  in  the  course  of  which  the 
formation  and  functions  of  the  different  parts  of  the  brain 
were  described  and  those  of  the  lower  animals  compared 
with  that  of  man.  The  lecture  was  well  illustrated  with 
specimens  and  diagrams. 


LIVERPOOL  CHEMISTS"  ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association 
is  to  take  place  at  the  Adelphi  Hotel,  Liverpool,  on  Wednes- 
day, March  7,  at  7.30  p.m.  We  understand  his  Lordship  the 
Mayor  of  Liverpool  has  intimated  his  intention  of  being 
present.  Tickets  5s.  each,  may  be  obtained  from  Mr. 
Anthony  S.  Buck,  179  Bedford  Street,  Liverpool. 


SHEFFIELD  PHARMACEUTICAL  AND 
CHEMICAL  SOCIETY. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  on  Wednes- 
day evening — the  President,  Mr.  G.  W.  T.  Newsholme,  in  the 
chair — Mr.  C.  A.  Morrison  read  a  paper  on 

Pharmaceutical  Education  in  the  Provinces. 
After  touching  on  the  advance  of  education  among  alJ 
classes  the  essayist  urged  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary,  if 
pharmacists  intended  to  maintain  the  position  they  had 
attained,  that  they  should  keep  abreast  of  the  times. 
Education  not  only  gave  advantages  to  the  individual,  but 
it  made  him  of  greater  service  to  the  public.  This  being  so, 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  chemist  to  see  that  his 
apprentices  had  within  their  reach  the  opportunity  of 
attending  science  lectures,  which  would  assist  them 
to  properly  understand  the  duties  they  had  to  per- 
form at  the  dispensing-counter  and  in  the  laboratory. 
Mr.  Morrison  then  proceeded  to  offer  a  number  of  suggestions 
which,  in  his  opinion,  were  best  calculated  to  carry  his  ideas 
into  effect.  He  thought  the  Society  should  be  affiliated  tc- 
the  local  colleges.  Lectures,  not  being  particularly  adapted 
to  pharmaceutical  students,  would  not  attract  them.  As  to- 
Mr.  Preston's  suggestion  for  the  appointment  of  district 
lecturers  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  he  thought  the 
scheme  would  entail  unnecessary  expense,  and  in  addition 
would  prove  unworkable.  The  scheme  he  favoured  was  that 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  make  annual  grants  to- 
local  centres,  and  to  provide  the  necessary  money,  the 
London  school  should  be  disestablished,  and  the  funds  pre- 
viously applied  thereto  be  utilised  for  this  purpose.  The 
school  was  established  to  meet  a  want,  and  to  show  and 
give  the  benefits  of  education.  But  since  the  inauguration 
of  the  examinations,  the  money  could,  he  held,  be  much  more 
profitably  spent  in  educating  the  student  during  his  ap- 
prenticeship, than  by  training  those  who  had  entered  upon 
manhood.  A  discussion  followed,  and  the  meeting  closed 
with  votes  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer  and  Chairman. 
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ftegaf  Reports. 


The  Sale  of  Powell's  Balsam  op  Aniseed  by 
Unqualified  Vendors. 

At  the  Derby  County  Court  on  Tuesday,  before  Judge 
Kenelm  Digby,  QC,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  sued  Mr. 
Armson,  of  Derby  Road,  Melbourne,  near  Derby,  for  an 
alleged  infringement  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  by  selling  a  com- 
pound containing  morphine,  he  not  being  a  registered 
chemist  or  druggist.  The  Society  was  represented  by  Mr. 
Grey,  barrister  (instructed  by  Messrs.  Flux,  Son  &  Co.,  of 
London),  and  Mr.  Bonsey  (instructed  by  Messrs.  Neve  & 
Beck,  of  London)  was  for  the  defendant.  The  defence  was 
undertaken  by  the  Patent-medicine  Vendors'  Defence  Asso- 
ciation (Limited),  whose  president  (Mr.  W.  Green,  Bolton) 
and  secretary  and  treasurer  (Mr.  W.  J.  Leggett,  of  Liver- 
pool) were  in  court,  as  well  as  the  proprietors  of  the  com- 
pound in  question. 

In  opening  the  case  Mr.  Grey  quoted  from  the  Act  under 
which  the  case  was  brought,  and  also  cited  a  number  of 
cases  which  had  come  before  the  Courts,  and  which  were 
applicable  to  this  case.  He  pointed  out  and  argued  that  the 
amount  of  poison  in  the  compound  did  not  affect  the  ques- 
tion at  all. 

His  Honour:  Then  you  go  the  length  of  saying  I  hat  a 
•compound  sabstance  which  contains  any  quantity,  however 
small,  of  pure  poison,  although  as  a  compound  it  is  not 
■either  dangerous  to  life  or  injurious  to  health,  is  still  a 
poison  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  ? 

Mr.  Grey  :  That  is  my  contention.  It  is  retailing  poison. 
The  Act  was  intended  to  restrict  persons  who  had  no  scien- 
tific knowledge  from  dealing  with  compounds  the  nature  of 
which  they  did  not  understand. 

Mr.  Bonsey :  My  contention  will  be  that  there  must  be  a 
substantial  amount  of  poison. 

Witnesses  were  then  called,  the  first  being  Arthur  Foulds, 
who  said  he  was  connected  with  a  firm  of  inquiry  agents. 
He  deposed  that  on  October  18  last,  he  went  to  the  de- 
fendant's shop  at  Melbourne,  and  noticed  the  name  Armson 
over  the  door,  and  also  that  he  was  the  registrar  of  births 
and  deaths.  He  purchased  a  bottle  of  Powell's  Balsam, 
the  bottle  having  a  medicine-stamp  on  the  cork.  He  made 
other  purchases,  and  subsequently  handed  the  bottle  to 
Mr.  Moon. 

Mr.  H.  Moon  said  he  retained  the  bottle  until  January  4, 
•when  he  handed  it  to  Dr.  Paul. 

Dr.  Benjamin  H.  Paul  said  the  bottle  contained  somewhat 
less  than  a  fluid  ounce.  He  carefully  analysed  the  contents 
and  found  alkaloids  of  opium  amounting  to  nearly  ]  gr.  (-23) 
From  these  he  separated  i  gr.  of  pure  morphine. 

Mr.  Grey  :  What  did  you  find  in  the  remainder  ? 

Mr.  Bonsey  objected,  stating  that  they  were  charged  with 
selling  morphine. 

Mr.  Grey  said  he  would  not  press  the  point,  the  reason  he 
asked  the  question  being  to  show  how  the  difference  between 
-23  and  i  was  made  up. — Morphine,  added  the  witness,  was 
the  chiet  medicinal  principle  of  opium. 

Mr.  Grey  :  Is  it  a  dangerous  poison  1 — Yes. 

What  is  the  smallest  fatal  dose  recorded  ? — There  was  a 
■case  last  week  in  which  an  inquest  was  held  upon  a  child 
poisoned  by  \  gr.  of  opium.  That  would  represent  rather 
more  than  ^  gr.  of  morphine. 

Mr.  Bonsey  elicted  from  the  witness  that  he  was  not 
present  at  the  inquest,  and  objected  to  the  evidence  as  inad- 
missible. 

His  Honour  upheld  the  objection. 

Mr.  Grey  :  Of  jour  own  knowledge  have  you  ever  known 
several  cases  in  which  very  small  quantities  have  proved 
fatal  1—1  have  no  personal  experience.  He  added  that  he 
had  read  of  cases  in  which  deaths  had  occurred  from  small 
quantities  of  morphine.  He  had  discovered  in  other  cases 
smaller  quantities  of  morphine  than  he  had  in  this  case. 

Some  argument  here  took  place  as  to  the  admissibility  of 
certain  evidence,  and  his  Honour  stated  that  all  they  were 
concerned  with  was  whether  this  particular  bottle  contained 
poison  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act. 

In  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Bonsey,  witness  admitted 
that  a  great  portion  of  his  evidence  was  what  a  doctor 
ought  to  give  rather  than  a  chemist. 


You  say  the  effect  of  the  contents  of  this  bottle  would 
be  detrimental  to  infants  ;  of  course,  that  is  if  taken  all  at 
once  1 — No,  part  of  it.  The  doses,  he  had  observed,  were 
marked  upon  the  bottle.  So  far  as  his  (witness's)  opinion 
was  of  any  value,  he  said  that  the  quantities  taken  as  stated 
upon  the  bottle  would  be  detrimental  to  children.  It  would, 
of  course,  depend  upon  the  state  of  the  infant  at  the  time  it 
was  administered  altogether.  It  might  by  accident  be  bene- 
ficial. Morphia,  if  properly  administered,  was  regarded  as 
a  useful  medicine  for  both  adults  and  children  in  some 
cases.    There  were  other  drugs  in  this  compound. 

In  re  examination,  witness  stated  that  there  was  no  other 
drug  which  would  have  any  effect  upon  morphia.  This  was 
not  a  chemical  mixture,  but  a  compound. 

Dr.  Luff,  M.D.,  examiner  in  forensic  medicine  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  London,  official  analyst  at  the  Home  Office,  &c, 
gave  evidence  showing  the  effect  of  morphine.  His  opinion 
was  that  morphine  in  any  doses  should  only  be  administered 
to  any  individual  subject  to  the  knowledge  of  that  individual 
by  a  medical  man.  Much  smaller  quantities  than  ^-  gr. — 
the  quantity  found  in  this  bottle — might  be  injurious  even  to 
adults,  and  in  the  case  of  infants  might  be  fatal. 

In  the  course  of  his  cross-examination,  Dr.  Luff  admitted 
that  morphine  was  often  given  by  competent  medical  men, 
but  he  could  not  recollect  any  medical  book  which  justified 
medical  men  in  giving  morphia  to  children  under  6  years  of 
age  ;  he  knew  several  in  which  it  said  it  should  not.  Taking 
the  contents  of  the  whole  bottle  it  would  not  be  fatal  to  an 
adult.  It  would  be  to  one  suffering  from  Bright's  disease  or 
diseases  of  the  lungs.  The  minimum  recorded  fatal  dose  for 
an  adult  was  gr. 

For  the  defence  Dr.  Drewitt  deposed  that  morphia  was 
useful  for  various  diseases,  and  was  used  for  children  as  well 
as  adults.  In  his  opinion  the  doses  prescribed  upon  the 
bottle  in  question  would  be  safe  to  administer.  If  taken  in 
the  doses  prescribed,  it  would  be  fairly  safe  except  in  a  very 
far-advanced  case  of  kidney-disease.  He  had  never  heard 
of  any  fatality  arising  from  its  use. 

By  Mr.  Grey:  He  had  never  heard  of  any  death  resulting 
from  morphia.  He  formed  his  opinion  that  it  was  safe  from 
experience.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  contents  of  the 
bottle  would  be  detrimental  to  anyone  suffering  from 
respiratory  disease  except  in  the  case  of  old  people.  He 
knew  that  that  j1-  gr.  of  morphia  had  proved  fatal  to  an 
infant.  He  agreed  generally  with  Dr.  Luff's  evidence,  but 
he  thought  he  went  a  little  too  far  as  to  the  danger  of 
morphia. 

Dr.  Sandes  gave  similar  evidence. 

In  addressing  his  Honour  for  the  defence,  Mr.  Bonsey 
submitted  that  the  plaintiffs'  case  had  not  been  made  out. 
The  question  involved  was  one  of  great  importance,  and  a 
great  deal  more  attached  to  it  than  appeared  on  the  surface. 
He  explained  the  law  as  it  affected  the  case,  and  said  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had  always  insisted,  and  still  in- 
sisted, that  it  was  simply  sufficient  for  them  to  show  that 
one  of  the  ingredients  of  the  compound  was  a  poison,  irre- 
spective of  quantity.  It  was  also  contended  that  the  Act  did 
not  apply  to  any  case  except  to  poisons  in  their  simple  state, 
but  if  it  did  apply  to  a  compound  that  compound  itself  must 
be  poisonous  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term.  He 
referred  to  the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  Piper 
in  the  Appeal  Court,  and  said  that  the  case  differed  from 
this,  inasmuch  as  in  that  case  the  whole  compound  (chloro- 
dyne)  was  poisonous,  whereas  it  was  not  so  in  this  case.  It 
was  said  that  the  object  of  this  prosecution  was  to  protect 
the  public,  and  it  was  assumed  that  if  drugs  were  sold  by 
properly  qualified  chemists  the  public  would  be  protected,  but 
if  they  were  sold  by  an  unqualified  chemist  the  people 
were  not  protected.  Surely  that  was  ridiculous,  considering 
that  a  chemist  had  no  more  idea  of  the  drugs  in  the  bottles 
than  a  grocer.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  object  of  this  case 
was  not  to  protect  the  public.  Recently  there  had  been  an 
enormous  increase  in  the  manufacture  of  drugs,  and  it  was 
the  prosecutors'  wish  to  stop  all  this  in  order  to  protect  the 
qualified  trade.  He  further  contended  that  "  poison  "  had 
never  been  properly  defined,  while  the  dose  prescribed  in 
this  instance  was  perfectly  safe  and  reasonable. 

Mr.  Grey  replied  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  his  Honour  reserved 
judgment,  but  intimated  that  whichever  way  he  decided  he 
should  give  leave  to  appeal. 
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Weak  SriRiT  of  Nitbe. 

At  the  Bradford  Police  Court  on  February  7,  Edgir 
Augustus  Sewell,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Bradford  Road, 
Frizinghall,  was  proceeded  against  by  the  Bradford  Corpora- 
tion for  an  infringement  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
by  selling  a  quantity  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  which  was  not 
of  the  strength  prescribed  by  the  British  Pharniacopcria. 
The  Town  Clerk  said  that  the  defendant  sold  8  oz.  of  spirit 
of  nitre  for  Is.  9d.,  or  2\d.  per  oz.,  which  was  only  one- 
eleventh  of  its  prescribed  strength.  When  the  officer  who 
made  the  purchase  told  him  who  he  was  he  exclaimed,  "Ob, 
dear ;  if  I  had  known  that,  I  could  have  served  you  out  of 
another  bottle."  Inspector  Rhodes  proved  the  purchase,  and  Mr. 
F.  M.  Rimmington,  public  analyst,  deposed  to  the  deficiency 
in  the  strength  of  the  drug.  He  doubted  whether  the  neces- 
sary degree  of  spirit  of  ether  was  ever  present  in  the  drug. 
Dr.  Evans,  medical  officer  of  health,  said  the  chief  efficiency 
of  the  drug  depended  on  the  strength  of  the  ether  contained 
in  it,  and  that  was  what  was  deficient  in  the  drug  sold.  The 
defendant  said  there  was  no  intention  to  defraud.  He  sold 
the  drug  as  he  purchased  it  from  a  respectable  firm,  but  the 
ether  evaporated  every  time  the  bottle  was  opened,  and  it 
was  an  old  bottle  the  officer  was  served  from.  It  was  knowing 
that  which  caused  him  to  tell  the  officer  what  he  did,  as  he 
had  an  unopened  bottle.  The  defendant  was  fined  11,  with 
18s.  costs. 


■  Selling  a  Drysaltery  Business. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Feb.  9,  Mr.  Joseph  Dawe, 
auctioneer  and  valuer,  of  7  Eastcheap,  E.C.,  sought  to  recover 
49/.  12s.,  the  balance  of  99/.  12s.,  for  selling  a  drysalter's  busi- 
ness for  Mr.  George  Denton,  of  Braintree. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  for  the  plaintiff,  said  that  the  defendant  in 
the  early  part  of  1891  employed  the  plaintiff  to  find  a 
purchaser  for  his  drysalter's  business.  The  agreed  amount 
of  commission  was  to  be  5  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  paid 
for  the  business,  and  the  out-of-pocket  expenses,  which  were 
not  to  exceed  101.  10s.  In  addition  the  plaintiff  was  asked  to 
arrange  about  a  partnership,  after  the  purchase  was  completed. 
The  plaintiff  succeeded  in  finding  a  purchaser  in  a  man  named 
Oborn,  the  price  being  1,500/.  The  commission  upon  that 
wouldamount  to  75/.  The  plaintiff  spent  two  sums  of  31. 7s.  6d. 
and  51.  9s.  on  advertisements,  and  he  incurred  15/.  2s.  6d.  by 
way  of  law-costs.  In  all  his  claim  came  to  99/.  12s.,  of  which 
the  defendant  had  paid  50/.  The  defendant  was  going  to  say 
that  the  plaintiff  received  corn  mission  from  both  sides,  but 
that  was  not  true.  Whatever  sum  was  paid  to  the  plaintiff  by 
the  purchaser  was  with  the  full  knowledge  of  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Dawe,  the  plaintiff,  gave  evidence  in  support  of  the 
statement  of  his  counsel.  He  said  in  cross-examination  that 
the  defendant  told  him  to  employ  a  solicitor  to  prepare  a 
deed  of  partnership  between  the  defendant's  son  and  the 
purchaser  of  the  business.  He  admitted  that  the  defendant 
took  a  bill  for  500/.  of  the  purchase-money,  but  that  was 
at  the  defendant's  own  wish.  It  wa9  not  true  that  he  took  a 
commission  from  the  purchaser  as  well  as  charging  the  de- 
fendant with  one.  He  rendered  service  to  Oborn,  for  which 
he  was  paid.  He  acted  as  the  agent  for  both  vendor  and 
purchaser  with  the  consent  of  both. 

For  the  defence  Mr.  Denton,  the  defendant,  said  he  did 
not  understand  he  was  to  pay  commission  on  the  amount  of 
the  purchase-money,  but  on  what  he  received.  He  had  only 
had  1,000/.,  and  the  bill  for  500/.  had  been  dishonoured.  He 
objected  to  the  plaintiff  receiving  money  from  Oborn  for 
acting  for  him.  He  did  not  hear  of  the  plaintiff  having  been 
paid  by  Oborn  until  the  plaintiff  and  himself  were  charged 
at  the  Old  Bailey  with  making  misrepresentations  about  the 
business.  The  charge  was  dismissed,  and  the  Judge  said  the 
case  ought  never  to  have  come  into  court. 

The  Deputy  Judge  summed  up,  and  the  jury  found  for  the 
plaintiff;  but  they  reduced  the  amount  to  29/.  3s.,  disallowing 
the  money  which  the  plaintiff  claimed  for  employing  a 
solicitor,  and  the  5/.  9s.    The  plaintiff  was  awarded  costs. 


Agents  and  Principals. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Friday,  before  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Kerr,  Mr.  John  Thompson,  chemical-merchant,  of  38 
Coborn  Street,  Bow  Road,  sought  to  recover  4/.  10s.  from 


Mr.  W.  H.  Hale,  chemical-manufacturer,  60  Mark  Lane,  E.C., 
as  damages  for  an  alleged  breach  of  conttact,  dated  October  12, 
by  which  the  defendant  agreed  to  purchase  20  tons  of  nitrate 
salt  at  13s  per  ton,  and  which  (on  being  re- sold)  caused  the 
plaintiff  to  lose  the  sum  claimed. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Ward,  for  the  plaintiff,  said  he  sold  20  tons  of 
nitrate  of  salt  to  the  defendant,  who  refued  to  take  it.  The 
goods  were  then  re-sold,  and  there  was  a  loss  of  the  sum  now 
asked  for. 

Mr.  Tattershall,  for  defendant,  said  the  plaintiff  was  the 
wrong  person  to  sue,  and  he  quoted  from  a  letter  to  show 
that  he  was  only  the  agsnt  in  the  mitter.  and  could  not 
therefore  sue. 

Mr.  Ward  :  The  contract  was  made  by  the  plaintiff. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  :  Yes,  as  agent  for  the  owner.  An 
agent  cannot  sue  for  a  principal. 

Mr.  Tattershall  said  the  other  defence  to  the  action  was 
that  the  goods  were  sold  upon  a  fraudulent  representation. 
Instead  of  being  nitrate  salt  they  sent  him  something  else. 

Mr.  Ward :  They  had  samples  three  times  before  they 
bought. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  he  must  nonsuit  the  plaintiff, 
and  allow  the  defendant  costs. 


Methylated  Tinctures. 

At  the  Sunderland  Police  Court,  on  February  9,  Ernest  A. 
Hay,  chemist  and  druggist,  was  summoned  by  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue,  for  infringing  the  Spirits  Act,  1880,  by  having 
in  his  possession  liniment  of  iodine  prepared  with  methylated 
spirit. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Squire,  for  the  prosecution,  stated  that  on 
November  18  last,  two  analysts  visited  defendant's  shop  in 
Hylton  Road,  and  asked  him  to  produce  his  liniment  of  iodine. 
He  produced  a  small  bottle  containing  four  or  five  ounces, 
marked  "  Liniment  of  iodine  meth."  It  was  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  the  analysts,  examined  at  Somerset  House,  and 
found  to  have  been  prepared  with  methylated  spirit. 
The  defendant  said  at  the  time  that  it  was  prepared  two 
years  ago,  and  that  he  had  sold  only  an  ounce,  as  it  was 
intended  for  external  use.  He  was  perfectly  candid  about 
it,  and  said  he  was  not  aware  that  he  had  broken  the  law. 

Mr.  Simey  (Chairman  of  the  Bench)  :  Your  case  is  that 
rectified  spirit  ought  to  be  used  ? 

Mr.  Squire :  I  do  not  care  what  they  prepare  it  with  so 
long  as  it  is  not  methylated  spirit. 

Mr.  G.  N.  Stoker,  analyst,  Somerset  House,  was  about  to 
prove  the  composition  of  the  sample,  when  Mr.  Walker, 
solicitor  for  the  defence,  admitted  that  the  liniment  had 
been  made  with  methylated  spirit. 

Henry  Wilson  Davis,  analyst,  deposed  ta  taking  the 
sample  from  Mr.  Hay,  on  November  18  last,  and  sending  it 
to  Somerset  House.  It  was  capable  of  being  used  internally 
as  a  medicine. 

Mr.  Walker :  In  its  present  state  ? — In  the  ordinary  way  in 
which  a  medicine  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  Walker:  Would  you  take  some  of  that  in  its  present 
state? — If  I  needed  a  preparation  of  iodine  I  should  not 
object  to  take  it.  1  should  prefer  to  take  it  diluted.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Squire  :  I  do  not  know  whether  your  Worships  drink 
spirits  or  not,  but  spirits  are  usually  diluted  before  being 
taken. 

Mr.  Simey:  Well,  we  are  not  under  cross-examination. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Walker  then  submitted  that  no  case  had  been  really 
made  out,  because  it  was  not  an  offence  to  use  methylated 
spirit  in  any  article  which  was  not  capable  of  being  used  as 
a  medicine  internally  :  it  would  have  a  dangerous  effect  if 
taken. 

The  Bench  said  the  defendant  had  committed  a  breach 
of  the  Act  of  Parliament ;  but,  under  the  circumstances, 
they  were  not  disposed  to  deal  harshly  with  him,  and  he 
would  be  fined  20s.,  and  the  costs  of  the  court. 


A  Chemist's  Loans. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  Monday,  the  case  of 
Richardson  v.  Baker  (Bockett  garnishee)  was  before  his 
Honour  Judge  Lumley  Smith,  by  way  of  a  remitted  action 
from  the  High  Court.  The  plaintiff,  a  rijoney-lender,  of 
Maida  Vale,  sought  to  attach  a  sum  of  27<  in  respect  of  a 
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balance  of  account  for  money  lent  to  the  defendant,  Mr. 
A.  R.  A.  Baker,  who  formerly  carried  on  the  business  of  a 
chemist,  but  who  now  resides  with  his  mother  at  Hamilton 
Place,  Regent's  Park.  Plaintiff's  evidence  was  to  the  effect 
that  for  some  years  past  he  had  advanced  various  sums  of 
money  to  the  defendant  on  bills  of  exchange.  These  had 
not  been  met,  and  the  writs  were  issued  in  the  High  Court, 
and  judgment  obtained  for  two  sums  of  140Z.  and  300L  The 
former  only  was  paid .  Mr.  Baker  stated  that  in  his  capacity  as 
a  chemist  he  became  bankrupt,  but  obtained  an  unconditional 
discharge.  He  afterwards  started  in  the  wine-trade,  but 
again  failed,  and  was  now  an  undischarged  bankrupt. 
His  contention  was  that  when  the  plaintiff  was  paid 
140Z.  by  his  mother  in  November,  1892,  that  sum  was 
accepted  in  full  payment  of  all  indebtedness.  His  Honour 
said  it  was  probable  that  when  Mrs.  Baker  paid  the  140Z.  she 
was  under  the  impression  she  was  paying  it  in  respect  of  her 
joint  liability  on  the  bill  of  exchange,  but  there  was  no 
evidence  to  show  that  such  was  the  case,  and  therefore 
judgment  would  be  for  the  plaintiff,  with  costs. 


Keating  v.  Weight. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice, 
on  Tuesday.  February  13,  the  trial  of  this  action  (partly 
reported  last  week)  was  resumed  by  Mr.  Justice  North. 
The  plaintiffs  claimed  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendant, 
a  chemist  and  druggist  at  Newcastle,  from  selling  as  and 
for  Keating's  insect-powder,  any  powder  not  of  the  plain- 
tiffs' manufacture.  Counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  were  Mr. 
Swinfen  Eady,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Fellows  ;  the  defendant  was 
represented  by  Mr.  Everitt,  Q  C,  and  Mr.  Vernon  Smith. 

In  support  of  the  plaintiffs'  case  further  evidence  was 
given. 

For  the  defence,  Mr.  Wright,  the  defendant,  who  said  he 
had  been  in  business  at  Newcastle  for  upwards  of  twenty 
years,  and  Mr.  Henry  Wragg,  a  young  gentleman  in  his 
employ,  were  called.  The  result  of  their  evidence — indeed, 
the  whole  nature  of  the  case — appears  in  the  following 
judgment,  which  was  given  on  February  14. 

Mr.  Justice  North  said  he  had  considered  the  evidence  in 
this  case  very  closely,  and  it  had  been  extremely  satisfactory 
to  him  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  witnesses 
and  hearing  the  way  in  which  they  gave  their  evidence  and 
stood  the  test  of  cross-examination.  The  writ  was  issued  on 
September  25,  on  one  alleged  misrepresentation  by  the  defend- 
ant under  these  circumstances.  A  boy  of  eleven,  who  was 
called  as  a  witness,  was  sent,  about  the  end  of  August,  to  the 
defendant's  shop  to  buy  some  Keating's  powder.  He  bought 
some  powder,  which  was  apparently  not  satisfactory,  but  he 
was  sent  again  to  buy  some  on  September  12,  and  his  mother 
told  him  to  be  sure  it  was  Keating's.  He  went,  therefore, 
with  the  object  of  getting  Keating's.  The  evidence 
was  this.  Speaking  of  the  second  visit  his  mother  said,  "  I 
was  to  be  sure  and  ask  Mr.  Wright  if  it  were  Keating's 
powder.  I  asked  Wright  for  a  threepenny  box  of  Keating's 
insect-powder.  He  said  it  was  all  Keating's."  But  the 
matter  did  not  rest  there,  because  this  box  of  powder  wa* 
not  found  satisfactory  either,  and  the  father  went  there  two 
days  later.  The  father  gave  an  account  of  the  conversation 
which  took  place  between  himself  and  the  defendant,  and  on 
the  same  day  he  wrote  to  the  plaintiffs  telling  them  what 
had  taken  place.  He  said  that  on  each  occasion  the  question 
was  asked  whether  it  was  Keating's.  That  was  not  all.  The 
action  having  been  commenced,  there  were  three  instances 
afterwards  in  which  the  same  thing  took  place,  two  b  :ing 
spoken  to  by  men  who  went  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
Keating's.  This  was  very  important  as  showing  that  what 
took  place  before  was  not  a  mere  casual  matter,  with 
respect  to  which  there  might  be  some  mistake.  The  alternative 
of  disbelieving  the  witnesses  for  the  plaintiffs  was  to  say 
that  they  were  all  parties  to  a  fraudulent  conspiracy.  He 
did  not  believe  there  was  anything  of  the  kind.  What 
was  the  defendant's  story?  He  said  he  did  not  recollect 
any  of  these  parties.  If  these  transactions  were  isolated 
transactions  he  should  have  thought  the  defendant  probably 
would  remember  something  of  them,  but  if  they  were  of 
everyday  occurrence  it  was  extremely  probable  he  would  not 
recollect  any  particular  customer.  The  defendant's  boxes 
were  red,  with  white  labels.  The  defendant  spoke  of  a 
trade  of  his  own  in  this  powder,  and  then  he  said  :  "  I 


always  keep  Keating's  insect-powder,  which  I  buy  sometimes 
from  local  houses  and  sometimes  from  stores.  I  do  not  sell 
much  of  it.  I  keep  the  6d.  boxes  only.  I  never  sell  it  for 
less.  I  frequently  have  inquiries  for  Keating's,  and  I  ask 
customers  if  they  want  Keating's,  which  I  say  is  6d.,  and 
if  they  will  pay  that  price  I  sell  it  to  them.  I  say  it  can 
only  be  bought  in  6^.  tins,  bat  I  have  one  of  my  own  for  the 
same  purposes  as  Keating's,  and  I  have  often  said  better 
than  Keating's.  That  is  my  honest  conviction.  I  tell  cus- 
tomers mine  is  in  Zd.,  3d.,  and  6d.  boxes,  and  sell  it  to  them 
if  they  will  take  it.  If  a  person  asks  for  Keating's  I  should 
not  sell  them  mine  without  first  explaining  that  it  was  not 
Keating's.  I  make  more  profit  out  of  my  own.  Ten  o? 
twelve  years  ago  Keating's  powder  was  in  demand,  and  I 
sold  it  frequently.  It  was  not  this  which  made  me  start  an 
insect-powder  of  my  own ;  it  was  to  build  up  a  business. 
I  am  still  frequently  asked  for  Keating's  insect-powder, 
mostly  by  the  poor.  Many  persons  send  their  children.  If 
a  person  asks  for  Keating's  I  say  it  is  6d.  If  they  will  buy 
it,  well  and  good ;  if  not,  I  say  they  can  have  my 
own  used  for  the  same  purpose.  I  never  tell  them  my 
powder  is  the  same  as  Keatirjg's.  I  do  not  say  I  have  not 
Keating's,  but  that  I  have  not  it  at  a  lower  price.  The 
result  generally  is  that  the  customer  goes  away  with  my 
powder,  but  not  in  the  belief  that  it  is  Keating's.  Sometimes 
a  man  says  he  will  not  have  any  but  Keating's."  The  con  - 
clusion lie  (Mr.  Justice  North)  came  to  on  the  evidence  was- 
that  there  were  many  cases  in  which  persons  asked  the 
defendant  for  KeatiDg's  powder,  but  got  his  own.  If  the 
defendant  induced  applicants  for  Keating's  powder  to  buy 
his  by  fair  and  true  repiesentation  that  his  own  was  better 
on  its  merits,  and  not  Keating's,  he  was  perfectly  at  liberty 
to  do  so.  But  if  he  passed  off  his  own  as  being  Keating's  he- 
was  committing  a  fraud  on  customers  and  also  on  Keating's. 
The  conclusion  he  came  to  was  that  in  point  of  fact  the  con- 
versations relied  on  here  as  having  taken  place  were  substan- 
tially correct,  and  that  the  defendant  did  on  these  occasion& 
use  the  statements  alleged  to  have  been  made.  If  a  man 
asked  for  Keating's  that  pervaded  the  whole  dealing,  and  ii 
he  was  given  something  which  was  not  Keating's  without* 
being  told  that  it  was  not  Keating's,  that  was  a  representa- 
tion that  it  was  Keating's.  Of  course,  if  the  person  serving 
the  customer  went  on  to  use  the  words  that  the  powder  was- 
not  Keating's,  that  would  do,  but  on  the  evidence  he  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  nothing  of  that  sort  took  place  here.  In 
his  opinion,  therefore,  the  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  the 
injunction  asked  for. 

Mr.  Swinfen  Eady  :  I  waive  my  claim  to  damages. 

Mr.  Justice  North  :  I  do  not  see  my  way  to  give  you  anj; 
damages.    The  costs  of  the  action  must  follow  the  event. 

Judgment  accordingly  for  the  plaintiffs,  with  costs. 


Keating  v.  MacCallum. 

Proof  was  led  in  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on- 
Tuesday,  in  a  action  brought  by  the  Misses  Keating,  carrying 
on  business  in  London  (under  the  name  of  Thomas  Keating) 
as  manufacturers  of  insect-powder,  to  have  Alexander  Mac- 
Callum, chemist,  19  Grassmarket,  Edinburgh,  interdicted 
from  selling  as  Keating's  insect  powder,  powder  not  manu- 
factured by  the  complainers.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
evidence  for  the  plaintiffs,  Mr.  Jameson,  their  counsel,  intimated 
to  the  Court  that  he  was  instructed  to  consent  to  the  note  of 
suspension  and  interdict  being  refused,  with  expenses.  Lord 
Wellwood  said  he  thought  the  complainers  had  adopted  a 
very  judicious  course,  as,  even  on  their  own  evidence,  he- 
would  have  decided  against  them. 


Ballistite  v.  Cordite. 

Some  months  ago  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette  made  some- 
startling  revelations  impugning  the  honour  of  Sir  Frederick 
Abel  and  Professor  James  Dewar,  as  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment's Explosive  Committee.  It  was  alleged  that  these- 
eminent  chemists  had  experimented  with  "  ballisrite  "  (an 
invention  of  Mr.  Nobel's),  amongst  other  smokeless  powders, 
and  had  taken  advantage  of  the  knowledge  gained  to  invent 
and  patent  a  similar  powder,  "cordite,"  the  patent-rights  of 
which  were  afterwards  sold  to  the  Government.  The  sequel 
to  these  charges  has  been  heard  before  Mr.  Justice' 
Romer   in  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of 


250 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


Feb.  17,  1894 


Justice,  an  action  being  raised  by  Nobel's  Explosives  Com- 
pany (Limited)  against  Dr.  Anderson  (as  representing  the 
Government)  for  infringement  of  the  ballistite  patent.  It 
appeared  from  the  evidence  that  ballistite  is  substantially 
a  mixture  of  soluble  nitro-cellulose  (i  e.,  B.P.  pyroxylin), 
nitro-glycerine,  and  camphor ;  and  cordite  is  a  mixture  of 
insoluble  nitro-cellulose  (i.e.,  guncotton),  nitro-glycerine,  and 
vaseline.  The  points  of  the  whole  case  were  the  simi- 
larity or  dissimilarity  of  the  nitro-celluloses,  and  the 
preferential  use  of  vaseline  in  the  Abel-Dewar  patent. 
There  was  a  brilliant  array  of  forensic  skill  on  both 
sides,  and  the  case  occupied  Mr.  Justice  Romer  thirteen 
days.  On  Wednesday  afternoon,  when  the  last  word  fell 
from  plaintiffs'  counsel,  Mr.  Justice  Romer  gave  judgment  at 
once,  holding  that  guncotton  is  not  pyroxylin,  that  Abel  and 
Dewar  had  solved  a  problem  which  Nobel  had  not  solved, 
and  that  there  had  been  no  infringement  of  the  patent. 


The  Sale  op  Arsenic. 

On  February  14,  at  the  Chester  City  Police  Court,  William 
Pearson,  of  the  firm  of  Pearson,  Barton  &  Co  ,  druggists, 
of  Brook  Street,  Chester,  was  summoned  on  three  separate 
charges — viz.,  (1)  with  selling,  on  February  1,  arsenic  without 
■entering  the  same  in  a  poisons-book  as  provided  by  law ; 

(2)  with  selling  the  arsenic  to  a  person  not  of  full  age ;  and 

(3)  with  selling  it  to  an  unknown  person  and  without  a 
witness.  The  Chief  Constable  (Mr.  G.  L.  Fenwick)  stated 
that,  in  consequence  of  complaints,  he  instructed  Detective- 
Inspector  Gallager  to  send  a  boy  to  the  shop  of  defendant 
on  February  1.  Defendant  was  asked  to  supply  two  articles 
— one  being  a  packet  of  "Cooper's  Sheep-dip."  It  was 
supplied,  and  the  boy  was  not  asked  a  single  question,  nor  was 
he  asked  to  sign  his  name,  and  no  entry  was  made  in  the 
book.  The  packet  was  handed  to  the  public  analyst,  and  he 
would  tell  the  Bench  that  he  found  it  contained  23  per  cent, 
of  arsenic — or,  in  other  words,  the  packet  weighed  without  the 
paper  1|  lb.,  and  of  this  there  wereS^  oz.  of  arsenic  in  some 
form  or  other,  and  the  rest  was  sulphur  and  moisture.  It 
contained,  the  analyst  would  tell  them,  sufficient  arsenic  to 
poison  about  900  adults,  and  what  made  the  case  more 
serious  was  that  it  was  put  up  in  yellow  paper,  and  was  only 
labelled  "  Poison  "  in  small  letters  near  the  directions.  The 
defendant  had  not  marked  it  "  Poison,"  although  it  had  his 
label  upon  it.  The  colour  of  the  paper  and  the  contents  of 
the  packet  were  dangerously  like  ordinary  mustard,  and  if  it 
was  in  a  cupboard  within  reach  of  a  careless  domestic  one 
■could  imagine  the  fatal  consequences  which  might  accrue. 
Defendant  was  not  entitled  to  sell  poisons  at  all,  even  if  he 
did  enter  the  sale  in  a  book,  because  he  was  not  on  the 
pharmaceutical  register,  and  therefore  was  not  a  qualified 
chemist.  He  thought  he  had  paid  a  penalty  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  for  acting  as  a  registered  chemist.  Evidence 
having  been  given  as  to  the  purchase  of  the  "  dip,''  the 
analyst,  Mr.  W.  F.  Lawe,  gave  evidence  to  the  effect  that  it 
was  composed  as  follows  :  Arsenious  oxide  (white  arsenic), 
4  oz. ;  ditto  sulphide,  oz. :  sulphur,  1  lb.  ;  moisture,  2|  oz. 
The  arsenic  in  it  was  sufficient  to  kill  900  persons. 

Mr.  E.  Brassey,  solicitor,  who  appeared  for  the  defence, 
submitted  that  the  offence  had  been  committed  in  ignorance, 
because  the  "  dip  "  had  been  extensively  sold  by  druggists 
aud  non-druggists  for  the  last  fifteen  or  sixteen  years.  Since 
he  had  had  the  summons  served  upon  him,  defendant  had 
sent  round  t  o  different  chemists  in  the  town  and  had  obtained 
the  "  dip  "  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had  sold  it.  The  Chief 
Constable :  They  were  registered  chemists.  Mr.  Brassey 
said  it  made  no  difference  whether  they  were  registered 
chemists  or  not.  There  were  hundreds  of  poisons  sold 
without  any  objection. 

The  Bench  fined  defendant  40s.  and  costs  on  the  first 
charge,  and  oi'dered  him  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  other  two 
summonses.  The  Chairman  remarked  that  such  business  was 
7ery  dangerous. 


The  Lanoline  v.  Anastaline  Case. 

We  are  informed  that  the  defendants  in  the  case  of  the 
Lanolin-Fabrik  v.  Richardson  (Messrs.  John  Richardson  & 
Co.,  Limited,  Leicester)  have  lodged  an  appeal  against  the 
judgment  of  Mr.  Justice  Romer,  reported  a  few  weeks  since. 


Unstamped  Malt  and  Oil. 

At  the  Heywood  Borough  Court  on  Wednesday.  John 
Birch,  chemist,  York  Street,  was  summoned,  at  the  instance 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue,  for  exposing  for 
sale  a  bottle  containing  a  preparation  used  and  applied  as  a 
medicine  which  was  liable  to  stamp-duty,  without  having  it 
wrapped  in  a  paper  or  label,  duly  stamped,  denoting  the 
duty  charged  on  such  bottle. 

Mr.  Squire,  from  the  Solicitors'  Department,  Somerset 
House,  appeared  to  prosecute,  and  said  that  on  November  3 
an  officer  of  the  Inland  Revenue  purchased  at  Mr.  Birch's 
shop  a  bottle  containing  the  "  X.L.  Extract  of  Malt  and 
Cod-liver  Oil."  He  claimed  that  the  bottle  should  have 
upon  it  a  threepenny  label,  but  Mr.  Birch  said  he  did  not 
think  it  required  one.  Mr.  Squire,  however,  pointed  out  to 
the  magistrates  that  on  the  bottle  containing  the  preparation 
it  was  stated  that  it  was  "  Birch's." 

Evidence  having  been  given  of  the  purchase  of  the  bottle, 
defendant  argued  that  the  mixture  of  cod-liver  oil  and  malt- 
extract  was  a  food,  recognised  as  such  by  the  medical  pro- 
fession, and  not  as  a  medicine.  The  wording  was  identical 
with  the  wording  on  the  labels  of  bottles  containing  "  Kep- 
ler Solution  of  Cod-liver  Oil  and  Extract  of  Malt,"  which 
was  sold  all  over  the  country  without  duty.  He  got  the 
bottle  produced  from  the  wholesale  warehouse  a  week  ago. 

Mr.  Squire  asked  to  see  the  bottle,  and  after  comparing 
the  label  with  the  draft  of  the  label  submitted  to  the 
authorities,  which  he  had  with  him.  said  he  was  prepared  to 
submit  to  the  authorities  that  the  label  on  the  Kepler  bottle, 
which  differed  materially  from  the  draft  he  had,  was  liable 
to  duty. 

Defendant :  That  extract  is  sold  by  the  ton. 

Mr.  Squire  pointed  out  that  the  duty  in  this  case  was  re- 
quired on  account  of  the  wording  of  the  label.  They  could 
sell  golden  syrup  in  bottles  without  duty,  but  if  they  labelled 
it  "  Smith's  valuable  preparation  for  lung-diseases,"  that  made 
it  liable  to  duty. 

Defendant  argued  that  his  mixture  was  a  food,  and  there- 
fore not  affected  by  the  laws  regulating  the  sale  of  medicine. 
He  had  seen  brandy  advertised  as  a  cure  for  influenza,  but 
no  one  would  think  of  charging  stamp-duty  on  the  sale  of 
brandy. 

After  Mr.  Birch  had  called  evidtnee  to  prove  that  the 
mixture  was  composed  of  foods  only,  the  Bench  retired. 

On  their  return  the  Mayor  said  that  they  considered  the 
case  proved,  and  should  fine  defendant  6.<.  and  costs. 

Mr.  Squire  :  Mr.  Birch  will  understand  that  his  label  must 
be  altered. 

The  Mayor  :  We  take  it  that  Mr.  Birch  will  submit  a  new 
label  to  you. 


Herbalists  and  the  Apothecaries  Act. 

At  the  Keighley  County  Court,  on  Wednesday,  before  his 
Honour  Judge  Gates,  Q.C.,  and  a  jury,  the  Medical  Defence 
Union,  acting  on  behalf  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaiies, 
brought  two  actions  to  recover  penalties  of  2,01.  each  from 
Mr.  Harry  Newton,  herbalist,  20  South  Street,  Keighley,  a 
well-known  member  of  the  Keighley  Town  Council.  Dr. 
Showell  Rogers,  Birmingham,  represented  the  Society  ;  and 
Mr.  Walter  Beverley,  barrister,  was  for  the  defence.  The 
main  facts  were  admitted.  They  were  that  in  June  and 
July  last  the  defendant  visited  patients,  diagnosed  their 
complaints,  and  prescribed  medicine  for  them.  In  one  case 
he  charged  at  the  rate  of  2*-.  per  visit. 

Mr.  Beverley,  for  the  defence,  said  his  client  had  for  nearly 
thirty  years  conducted  his  business  as  a  herbalist  in  Keighley, 
and  he  was  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist.  The  authority 
under  which  he  practised  was  an  Act  passed  in  1542  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community,  and  by 
which  it  was  permitted  to  persons  having  knowledge  of 
herbs,  roots,  and  waters,  to  use  and  minister  herbs,  &c,  for 
outward  ailments,  and  to  give  drinks  for  stone,  strangury,  or 
ague.  That  old  Act  of  Parliament  was  still  operative,  and 
the  Act  of  1815  was  never  intended  to  include  herbalists 
at  all. 

After  evidence  by  the  defendant,  Dr.  Rogers  pointed  out 
that  the  Act  quoted  had  nothing  to  do  with  internal  com- 
plaints. He  quoted  the  case  of  Davis  r.  Makema  in 
definition  of  an  apothicary  ;  he  said  no  Act  of  Parliament 
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from  the  time  of  Solon  had  ever  allowed  a  herbalist  to  visit 
people  at  their  houses  as  an  ordinary  medicil  practitioner. 
A  herbalist  must  sell  herbs,  or  medicines  made  from  them, 
and  that  was  all  he  could  do. 

"'His  Honour,  having  summed  up,  the  jury  found  for  the 
plaintiffs,  and  his  Honour  gave  judgment  for  20/  and  costs. 

Dr.  Eogers  pressed  for  a  penalty  in  the  second  case 
against  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Beverley  hoped  that  the  Society  would  withdraw,  but 
as  this  suggestion  was  not  agreed  to,  he  accepted  judgment 
without  having  the  jury  sworn. 

His  Honour  said  he  had  been  looking  over  defendant's 
■certificate  book  and  found  that  his  practice  had  been  most 
general,  there  being  cases  of  typhoid  and  scarlet  fever. 
IChere  would  be  judgment  for  20/.,  without  costs. 


£rabc  Motes. 


A  singularly  effective  metallic  showcard  of  wood 
character,  with  raised  coloured  letters  on  a  granulated 
silver  ground,  is  supplied  by  Messrs.  Watson  &  Wates,  of 
93  Leadenhall  Street,  E.G.,  for  the  advertisement  of  their 
"'Ferozone  "  tonic. 

Messrs.  W.  B.  Foedham  &  Sons  (Limited)  have 
announced  a  dividend  of  12^  per  cent,  per  annum  for  the 
half-year  ended  December  31  last,  free  of  income-tax, 
making,  with  the  interim  dividend  of  1\  per  cent,  per  annum 
already  paid,  10  per  cent,  for  the  year. 

The  Chemists'  Association  (Limited),  Curtain  Riad, 
E.G.,  have  now  ready  the  catalogue  of  their  "Packed  Pro- 
prietaries "  which  was  mentioned  in  our  Winter  Issue.  It 
.•gives  particulars  as  well  as  prices  of  numerous  lines  of 
packed  goods,  and  it  is  worth  consulting. 

Messes  Paeke,  Davis  &  Co.  have  issued  from  their 
London  offices,  451  Oxford  Street  and  21  North  Audley 
Street,  W.,  a  British  edition  of  their  handsome  price-list. 
In  addition  to  prices  it  contains  coloured  illustrations  of  some 
of  their  typical  products  and  much  useful  reference  matter. 

Messes.  Bueall  Beothees,  of  Wisbech,  have  patented 
parchment  tally-labels  made  with  safet  . -hooks  instead  of 
with  eyelets  and  string.  These  are  very  convenient  to  attach 
'to  parcels,  as  they  can  be  fixed  quite  securely  in  a  tenth  of 
the  time  it  takes  to  tie  on  the  metal  labels.  They  are  also 
■cheaper  than  the  latter,  but  they  are  not  suitab  e  for  hampers 
•  or  for  boxes  with  thick  cords. 

Me.  J.  H.  Haywood,  of  Castle  Gate, 
Nottingham,  has  patented  an  important 
improvement  in  surgical  hosiery,  pro- 
viding a  means  of  regulariDg  the  pressure 
in  an  elastic-stocking  in  such  a  way  as  to 
promote  the  comfort  and  advantage  of  the 
patient.  The  stocking  is  made  on  Mr.  Hay- 
wood's patent  spiral  system,  which  obviates 
any  seam  on  the  back  of  the  heel,  leg,  or 
foot.  It  is  made  to  lace  down  the  front, 
and  the  adjustment  of  the  pressure  is 
effected  by  means  of  a  series  of  four 
fasteners,  the  lacing  being  in  four  sections. 
By  the  aid  of  these  pi e> sure  can  be  re- 
lieved or  increased  at  any  particular  point, 
while  a  much  smaller  a.-sortmerit  of  sizes 
is  necessary  for  stock  than  heretofore  The 
advantage  of  being  able  to  alter  the 
pressure  without  removing  the  stocking 
is  very  considerable,  as  the  wearing-out 
is  occasioned  more  by  the  pulling  on  and 
off  of  the  stocking  than  by  the  actual 
wear.  Laces  and  fasteners  are  supplied 
separately. 

The  managing  director  of  the  Liquor  Oarnis  Compmy 
(Limited)  writes  to  say  that  a  chemist  friend  who  read  our 
note  on  their  "  Virol  "  in  our  Winter  Issue  understood  from  it 
that  some  of  it  had  fermented.  He  must  have  been  a  rather 
■careless  reader,  for  we  did  not  say  thi3  nor  suggest  it.  Mr. 
&hepperson,  however,  is  afraid  there  may  be  other  careless 


m 


readers  about,  and  as  he  has  shipped  many  lot  of  "Virol" 
across  the  equator,  and  has  never  heard  of  anything  going 
wrong  with  it,  he  would  like  to  have  this  clearly  understood. 

Old  Newcastle  Ghemical-woeks  (Limited). — The 
final  meeting  in  the  liquidation  of  the  Old  Newcastle 
Chemical-works  Company  (Limited),  which  has  been  ab- 
sorbed by  purchase  into  the  United  Alkali  Company  (Limited), 
was  recently  held  Mr.  J.  E.  Davidson,  the  liquidator, 
presided,  and  submitted  an  account  of  his  receipts  and 
payments,  showing  that,  after  paying  all  outgoings,  including 
the  return  of  share  capital  and  interest  to  the  shareholders 
of  the  company,  a  substantial  balance  remained.  This,  it 
was  agreed,  should  be  divided  as  gifts  amongst  the  employes 
of  the  company.    The  purchase  price  was  688,000/. 

Messes.  Beatby  &  Hinchliffe  (Limited),  of  Manches- 
ter, London,  and  Gl-isgow,  have  lately  issued  a  remarkably 
perfect  and  extremely  useful  illustrated  catalogue  of  soda- 
water  plant  and  appliances.  The  catalogue  fills  over  100 
quarto  pages,  is  printed  on  fine  paper,  and  is  lavishly  illus- 
trated. Everything  is  priced,  the  numerous  special  machines 
manufactured  by  the  company  are  fully  described,  and  the 
firm  give  a  dozen  specimens  of  fitting- up  orders,  ranging 
from  61/.  Is.  complete  to  533/  18s.  They  also  append  litho- 
graphed drawings  of  fitted-up  fa  itories,  and  give  a  lengthy 
list  of  the  firms  using  their  machinery.  The  volume  is 
introduced  by  portraits  of  William  Bratby  and  Sam  Hinch- 
liffe, founders  and  managing  directors  of  the  concern,  and  a 
number  of  artistic  fancies  lighten  up  its  pages.  The  cata- 
logue deals  with  materials,  labels,  and  sundries,  as  well  as 
with  machinery. 

Bel  Cap  sheet-roll  perforated  toilet-paper,  made  by  the 
British  P.  P.  Paper  Co.,  is  certainly  one  of  the  cheapest  of 


the  many  varieties  of  such  paper  on  the  market.  The  roll 
sells  for  Is.,  but  it  contains  2,000  sheets  of  a  soluble  paper- 
free  from  chemicals,  which  makes  it  cheaper  than  packets  of 
500  for  D,\d. 

Cleansing-comb. — The  annexed  figure  illustrates  a  new 
cleansing-comb  which  is  brought  t  the  trade  through 
Messrs.  F.  Newbery  &  Sons,  King  Edward  Street,  E.C.  Ir. 
is  really  a  double  comb,  one  being  attached  to  the  other  by 
a  spring,  but  both  are  detachable.  The  comb  is  intended 
specially  for  the  removal  of  nits,  and  for  this  purpose  the 


hair,  after  washing  or  damping  with  carbolic  or  other  lotion, 
is  combed  lock  by  lock.  The  thorough  combing  is  a  feature 
which  could  be  carried  out  with  an  ordinary  small-tooth 
comb,  but  the  cleansing- comb  is  superior  in  respect  to  the 
fact  that  owing  to  its  construction  ir.  removes  all  solid 
matter  from  the  hair,  a  thing  which  a  single  comb  can  only 
do  after  wearisome  use.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  there 
is  a  future  for  the  cleansing-comb,  and  it  is  a  good  novelty 
for  the  sundries  part  of  the  chemists'  trade. 
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KINGZETT'S  PATENT 


ISATING  CANDLES 

ARE  FAR  AHEAD  OF  ALL  OTHERS. 

rim<rm^^~Tr-Tr-^  TRADE  TERMS 


6tf.  Candles, 
3/10  per  doz.  net. 
li.  Candles  (water 

jacketed), 
6/10  per  doz.  net. 
They  are  lighted 
==  -with   the  greatest 
ease,     and  bum 
■     steadily   and  tho- 
roughly, ensuring 
more  secure  Disin- 
fection   than  any 
othi 


THE  SAKITAS  C0.s  LIM.,  BETHNAL  CREEK,  E. 


Is  the  most  popular  and  certain  Veterinary  Remedy  in  the 
World.  Don't  confound  it  with  Elixirs,  Draughts,  &c,  which 
for  obvious  purposes  are  called  "Black."  The  title  is  a 
registered  one,  but  many  "black"  things  are  offered  in  its 
name ;  the  only  genuine  is  prepared  by 

PAYS  BF  RBEWE.  Animal  Medicine  Specialists 


(FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LOMDON,  E.C.I 

THE   BEST  THAT  CAN  BE  PRODUCES. 


PURE 

CRUSHED  LINSEED 


18/ 


PURE 

STARCH  POWDER 


PURE 

FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Llglit  Colour) 


PURE 

FULLER'S  EARTH 


V 
M) 


1  cwt.  carriage  paid  ;  or  >ji 
7,  14  <fe  28  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid  ;  or  r£ 
7,  14  &  28  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 

1  cwt..  carriage  paid  :  or  £c 
7,  14  &  28  los.  free  on  rail  Loud 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid  :  or  i{i 
7,  14  &  28  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond 


To  Railway  Stations  within  the  radius  of  200  miles  from 
London  (and  allowance  made  for  distance  beyond i  on 
112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles. 


i 

9 
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SPECIALLY 
CHEMESTS'  USE. 

FIN?  ST  MADE 
BEAUTIFULLY  FOLDED. 
HOWAOD'i  SEIDLITZ. 
ENGLISH  ACID, 


HORA  &  CO.,  47  Minories,  LONDON. 


A  FOOD, 


TSttibrocation-}  an  A  ni  tsepti 


Southwark, 

LONDON,  S.E. 

Estd.  over  250  years. 


■tnlee  as  to  Purity  attached  to  All  Casks, 
/lollies,  and  Invoice.!. 


Medical  Press  and  Circular. 

FLETCHER'S  CONCENTRATED  LIQUORS  are  a  very  distinct 
advance  in  pharmacy,  and  incomparably  superior  to  the  one 
to-seven  infusions,  which  did  so  much  to  bring  concentrated  preparations 
into  disrepute.     No  physician  need  hesitate  to  prescribe  infusions  made; 
from  these  Liquors.    They  are  indistinguishable  from  the  host 

CAREFULLY  PREPARED  OF  THE  FRESH  PREPARATIONS,  AND  THEIR  EQUAU 
IN  POTENCY." 


PURIFYING    THE  OTTO-OF-ROSE 
INDUSTRY. 

In  a  recent  issue  of  this  journal  we  mentioned  that  Mr.  Ilia 
Stokow,  Deputy  for  Kazanlib  in  the  Bulgarian  Sobranje,  had 
brought  in  a  Bill  designed  to  put  a  stop  to  the  adulteration 
of  otto  of  rose.  We  have  now,  with  seme  difficulty,  pro- 
cured the  text  of  that  Bill,  an  English  version  of  which 
will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this  issue.  In  the  explana- 
tory memorandum  with  which,  according  to  continental 
Parliamentary  custom,  Mr.  Stokow  accompanies  his  Bill  he 
gives.it  as  his  opinion  that,  upon  the  one  hand,  the  carrying  of 
the  measure  into  law  will  increase  the  market  price  of  otto  of 
rose  and  enhance  the  reputation  abroad  of  one  of  the 
principal  Bulgarian  articles  of  industry,  while,  upon  the 
other,  a  measure  of  this  radical  character  has  become  abso- 
lutely necessary  if  the  industry  is  to  be  saved  from  ruin. 
The  common  practice  of  adulterating  otto  of  rose  with  low- 
priced  essential  oils  has  not  only,  in  Mr.  Stokow's  opinion, 
been  instrumental  in  reducing  the  market  value  of  the  pro- 
duct, but  the  general  reputation  of  Bulgarian  rose  oil  has 
thereby  been  lowered  to  such  a  degree  that  even  the  finest 
brands  have  become  suspected.  Chemistry  has  not  as  yet 
discovered  reliable  tests  for  detecting  all  the  sophistication* 
that  are  practised  in  the  trade,  one  of  the  reasons  for  its 
failure  being  that  some  of  the  chief  adulterants  are  obtained 
from  plants  botanically  closely  allied  to  the  Bulgarian  rose. 

While  we  are  not  prepared  to  assent  to  Mr.  Stokow's'views 
of  the  shortcomings  of  chemical  science,  we  quite  agree 
with  him  that  it  is  time  to  take  measures  for  the  rehabilita- 
tion of  the  Bulgarian  rose-oil  industry.  It  has  long  been 
the  common  belief  of  buyers  of  this  valuable  essential  oil 
that  scarcely  a  pound  of  absolutely  unadulterated  otto  ever 
crosses  the  Bulgarian  frontier,  and  this  widespread  want  of 
confidence  in  an  article  which  is  among  the  costliest  in 
commerce,  and,  like  most  perfumery-materials,  must  be 
largely  taken  on  trust  by  the  buyer,  is  no  doubt  one  of  the 
principal  reasons  why  the  experimental  culture  of  roses  for 
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distilling  purposes  outside  Bulgaria  may  shortly  become  a 
serious  menace  to  the  rose-growers  of  the  Balkans.  Bulgaria 
has  up  to  the  present  time  possessed  a  practical  monopoly 
of  the  industry.  Persia  and  India  ceased  centuries  ago 
to  be  serious  competitors  in  the  trade,  and  although  Southern 
France  produces  a  small  quantity  of  an  exquisite  oil  every 
year,  her  total  output  is  little  more  than  a  drop  to  the  Bul- 
garian bucketful. 

It  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  Bill  now  before  the 
Sobranje  has  been  drafted  with  the  concurrence,  or,  at  any 
rate,  with  the  knowledge,  of  some  of  the  principal  otto-of- 
rose  merchants  in  the  country.  That  industrial  section  is 
probably  quite  as  powerful  in  the  Balkan  State  as,  say,  the 
railway  interest  in  our  own  Parliament,  and  it  will  certainly 
be  difficult  to  carry  so  draconian  a  measure  as  that  now 
drafted,  with  its  liberal  allotments  of  twelve  months  of 
incarceration  and  l,000f.  fines,  against  a  determined  oppo- 
sition of  the  trade.  And  there,  we  are  inclined  to  believe, 
lies  a  serious  hindrance  to  its  success.  Some  of  the 
most  powerful  firms  of  rose-distillers  and  oil-merchants 
in  Bulgaria  are  notorious  mixers,  and  as  their  mal- 
practices do  not  appear  to  have  diminished  since  the 
prohibition  (enacted  some  years  ago)  of  the  importation 
into  Bulgaria  of  palma-rosa  oil  and  such-like  favourite 
adulterants,  it  may  be  questioned  whether  any  measure 
short  of  absolute  nationalisation  of  the  industry  will  be 
effective.  If  the  Bulgarian  people  are  sincerely  anxious  of 
reconquering  for  their  otto  of  rose  the  reputation  which 
seems  lost  almost  past  redemption,  why  should  they  not  go 
one  better  than  the  proposed  system  of  Mayoral  and 
Governmental  supervision  of  the  traders,  and  compel  all 
distillers  to  sell  their  annual  production  to  the  State  at  a  fair 
price  to  be  fixed  according  to  the  output  ?  There  are  plenty 
of  precedents  for  such  a  course.  In  Switzerland  the  State 
is  the  spirit- vendor  ;  in  British  India  a  paternal  Government 
dabbles  in  opium  and  ganja  ;  the  French  Republic  does  not 
disdain  to  sell  the  most  execrable  matches  in  the  world  at 
a  usurious  profit.  We  are  afraid  that  in  many  small 
Bulgarian  communes  mayor,  grower,  distiller,  and  Revenue 
officer  will  be  so  inextricably  mixed  up  in  private  and  business 
relationship  that  effective  control  by  weighing,  sealing,  and 
freezing-point  determination  must  always  be  a  chimera.  The 
penalties,  it  is  true,  are  heavy — almost  vindictive — but  are 
not  precisely  the  countries  where  the  Customs  laws  are 
severest  those  in  which  smuggling  flourishes  most  1 

We  find,  upon  reference  to  a  detailed  account  of  the 
Bulgarian  rose-industry,  that  in  one  of  the  richest  crop 
years  on  record — about  five  years  ago — an  aggregate  of 
2,573  kilos,  of  otto  of  rose  was  produced  in  137  communes, 
of  which  only  13  contributed  50  kilos,  or  more  each,  while 
50  distilled  less  than  10  (many  of  them  only  1,  2,  or  3) 
kilos,  each.  The  necessity  of  procuring  new  official  scales 
and  thermometers,  and  the  circumstance  attending  the 
booking  and  certifying  of  30  or  40  oz.  of  otto  a  year,  will, 
we  think,  be  a  serious  drawback  to  the  smooth  working 
of  the  Adulteration  Act.  It  may  be  possible  to  stop  the 
importation  of  essential  oils  of  geranium  and  the  like, 
but  how  are  the  officials  to  prevent  the  use  of  petroleum 
as  a  sophisticating  substance,  or  to  lug  a  peasant  into  durance 
for  a  twelvemonth  because  he  happens  to  have  a  can  of  that 
illuminating-agent  upon  his  premises  ? 

On  paper  the  proposed  control  of  the  otto-of-rose  trade 
leaves  no  opening  whatever  for  fraud.  Every  Mayor  and 
Revenue  officer  is  assumed  to  be  a  very  Robespierre  for 
incorruptibility,  and  he  is  to  be  placed  as  a  recording  angel 
over  the  grower,  whose  life,  with  the  arm  of  the  law  con- 
stantly upon  his  shoulder  and  the  clutch  of  the  money- 
lender for  ever  on  his  throat,  will  not  be  an  enviable  one. 


Before  he  begins  to  gather  his  crop  the  grower  must  say 
whether  he  is  going  to  do  the  distilling  himself  or  by 
deputy.  His  flowers  will  be  weighed  on  the  communal 
scales,  his  oil  gauged  and  sealed  by  a  public  functionary, 
and  its  freezing-point  ascertained  by  the  stern,  unbending 
official  thermometer.  When  he  wants  to  sell  he  has  to 
make  an  affidavit,  and,  should  he  wish  to  export,  they  will 
give  him  another  certificate.  From  him  unto  whom  so  many 
certificates  are  given  much  shall  be  required :  accord- 
ingly the  National  Treasury  demands  a  toll  of  40f.  upon 
every  kilo,  of  otto  exported.  Deputy  Ilia  Stokow  expects 
that  the  otto  tax  will  bring  in  120,000f.  a  year,  and  that 
the  whole  army  of  incorruptibles  can  be  kept  going  for 
35,000f. 

But  whether  the  Bili  passes  in  its  present  shape  or  not,  it 
is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  Bulgarian  popular  mind  has 
been  wrought  to  that  condition  of  dissatisfaction  (not  un- 
familiar to  the  British  one)  which  is  summarisable  in  the- 
words  that  "  something  must  be  done."  The  system  of  un- 
restrained individual  liberty  has  thoroughly  broken  down  in 
the  otfco  business.  For  what  are  its  results  ?  A  great  industry 
discredited,  speculation  making  the  annual  rose-harvest,  little 
better  than  a  huge  gambling-stake,  money-lenders  and 
sophisticators  working  their  sweet  will  in  every  direction, 
foreign  competition  looming  threatening.  The  distillers  are 
not  altogetner  to  blame.  Each  one  is  anxious  to  secure 
trade.  If  adulterating  and  underselling  once  begin,  there 
appears  to  be  no  halting-place  on  this  side  of  the  cost  of  the 
cheapest  adulterant.  And  so  it  has  come  to  pass  that  the 
names  with  which  the  average  trader  decks  out  his  wares 
are  now  no  more  than  a  mockery  of  their  literal  meaning — 
that  "superfine,"  "exquisite,"  "finest,"  and  "super-extra" 
are  but  mockeries  of  their  dictionary-values,  and  that  even 
"  pure  virgin  Serail  "  must  not  be  considered  as  denoting  that 
unapproachable  apex  of  virtue  which  seems  to  lurk  in  the 
phrase,  whatever  it  may  mean,  any  more  than  the  "  Harem  " 
at  the  Earl's  Court  "  Constantinople  "  should  be  taken  as  a 
specimen  of  the  real  Stamboul  article. 


AWFUL  EXAMPLES. 

During  the  hearing  of  the  case  of  infringement  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  at  Liverpool  last  week,  the  solicitor  for  the 
defence  said,  "  The  practice  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
was  to  single  out  one  or  two  people  in  the  hope  that  they 
would  pay  the  penalty,  and  no  doubt  they  made  a  good  thing 
out  of  it."  Of  course  Mr.  Grey,  the  Society's  barrister, 
promptly  objected  to  the  statement,  but  his  denial  does  not 
appear  to  have  satisfied  the  Optician,  which  relieves  itself  to 
the  following  effect : — 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  undoubtedly  within  its  statutory  rights 
in  proceeding  with  the  prosecution,  but  we  cannot  agree  with  the  methods 
pursued.  In  short,  we  do  not  consider  them  constitutional.  It  must  not  be 
understood  that  we  question  their  legality :  we  only  criticise  the  decency  of 
the  course  taken  before  action  by  a  body  whose  duty  is  to  the  public  before 
all  things.  No  deterrent  effect  could  arise  from  the  letter  written  by  the 
solicitors  of  the  Society  to  Mr.  Lloyd  in  the  first  instance.  A  fine  would 
have  been  paid,  had  Mr.  Lloyd  complied  with  the  request  contained  therein, 
and  nothing  more  would  have  been  heard  of  the  matter.  We  maintain 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  give  every  publicity  to 
such  actions,  and  not  to  compound  them  by  the  acceptance  of  fines.  Of 
course,  the  Act  may  provide  that  offenders  shall  be  offered  the  alternative 
of  a  fine  before  proceedings  are  taken.  If  this  is- so,  we  are  of  opinipn  that 
the  defect  in  its  constitution  should  be  remedied  forthwith. 

It  may  be  a  pity  that  the  Society  does  not  force  every  case 
into  court,  which  is  what  the  Optician  appears  to  wish,  but 
fines  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  are  treated  as  small  debts, 
rind  it  is  in  the  option  of  offenders  to  pay  such  fines  without 
go'ng  into  court.     It  is  a  question  whether  it  might  not  be 


251 


THE   CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


Feb.  17,  1894 


wiser  if  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  were  to  give  publicity 
to  the  cases  which  are  settled  privately;  but  the  Council 
are  a  trilie  shy  in  this  direction. 

LIME-JUICE  ON  ARCTIC  WHALERS. 
Probably  few  persons  outside  the  industries  actually  con- 
cerned are  aware  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  Lime-juice 
Act  the  Board  of  Trade  are  empowered  to  compel  ships' 
captains  to  serve  out  to  their  crew  a  fluid  ounce  of  lime-juice 
per  day,  and  to  hold  the  masters  responsible  for  the  actual 
swallowing  of  the  dose  by  the  men.  Any  case  of  recalci- 
i*ancy  on  the  part  of  one  of  the  crew  has  to  be  entered  into 
tlie  official  log-book,  and  in  case  these  precautions  are 
neglected  the  master  is  liable  to  a  heavy  penalty.  Thanks 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  scurvy  has  been  almost  stamped 
out.  There  have  been  frequent  complaints,  however,  especi- 
ally by  masters  of  Arctic  whaling-vessels,  of  the  impossibility 
of  carrying  out  the  letter  of  the  Act,  inasmuch  as  the  crew 
of  whalers  are  often  compelled  to  be  away  from  the  vessel 
for  a  considerable  time,  and  the  lime-juice  cannot  then  be  con- 
veniently served  out  to  them.  Recently  the  Board  of  Trade, 
as  we  learn  from  the  LivcrpoolJournal  of  Commerce,  have  felt 
called  upon  to  prosecute  the  master  of  the  Aurora,  an  Arctic 
whaler  which  returned  from  her  journey  with  a  slight  case  of 
scarvy  among  her  crew,  for  neglecting  the  Act,  but  it  seems 
to  be  understood  now  that  in  cases  where  the  master  will 
«ndertake  to  provide  each  man  with  a  40-oz.  bottle  of  lime- 
juice  per  month  and  to  see  that  he  drinks  it,  compliance  with 
the  letter  of  the  Act  will  not  be  insisted  upon. 

CONJOINT  BOARD  CHEMISTRY. 

Professor  Tilden  is  hard  upon  the  Chemistry  of  the  Con- 
joint Board  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
On  December  15,  1893,  a  certain  medical  student  presented 
Mraself  at  the  Terminal  examination  of  the  Chemistry 
Glasses  in  Mason  College.  He  knew  nothing  at  all.  Pro- 
fessor Tilden  gave  him  5  per  cent,  of  marks  pro  forma.  As 
an  example  of  his  answers,  this  is  what  he  wrote  about 
ammonia  :  "  Ammonia  is  prepared  by  heating  in  a  glass 
yetort  a  mixture  of  potassium  nitrate  and  a  hydrogen 
acid — 

KN"03  +  3HC1  =  NH3  +  KC103  +  CI , 

The  gas  is  given  off  and  collected  under  warm  water,  as  it  is 
soluble  in  cold.  Ammonia  has  an  intensely  penetrating 
odour.  Reaction  neutral."  This  student  appeared  before 
the  Conjoint  Board  in  London  on  January  2 — that  is,  a  fort- 
night later — and  passed  !  After  moralising  on  this,  Professor 
Tilden  puts  this  pregnant  question: — '-Do  the  Rojal  College 
of  Physicians  and  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England 
in  the  exercise  of  that  monopoly  with  which  they  have  been 
entrusted,  practise  systematic  deceit  towards  the  public,  or 
do  they  not  1  " 

PURVEYORS  TO  THE  PIONEERS. 

The  first  "  Freeland  "  expedition  will  leave  Hamburg  on 
February  28.  For  the  benefit  of  readers  of  The  Chemist  and 
Drt/ggist  who  have  had  no  time  to  keep  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  phases  of  the  vast  social  upheaval 
that  this  announcement  implies,  we  may  state  that  by 
"  Freeland  "  is  meant  a  community  carried  on  upon  principles 
»f  extreme  individualism,  tempered  with  common  con- 
trol of  land  and  working  capital,  which  a  few  Austrian, 
German,  and  British  enthusiasts  and  political  economists 
propose  to  form  on  the  plateau  of  Mount  Kenia  in  Equatorial 
Africa.  The  enthusiasts  will  go  to  Kenia  and  make  a 
clearing;  the  economists  are  to  look  on  from  home  and  con- 
dnct  the  propaganda  until  the  new  Kenianites  are  sufficiently 
overflowing  with  milk  and  honey  to  make  it  worth  the 
professors'  while  to  go  too,  and  teach  the  Dismal  Science  to 


the  surrounding  blacks.  Meanwhile  presents  flow  in  upon 
the  pioneers,  and  are  acknowledged  in  Frciland,  the  official 
gazette  of  this  newest  Atlantis.  A  firm  disguised  as  Bor- 
ronghs,  Welcom  &  Cie.  have  presented  a  "  Kongokiste  "  aDd 
three  pocket-pharmacies,  of  a  value  of  several  thousand 
marks ;  Cadbury  Brothers  have  donated  cocoa  ;  Brachers, 
of  London,  water-filters;  Sargs,  Sohn  &  Co.,  the  well-known 
glycerine  people,  are  also  on  the  list  as  gratuitous  contri- 
butors of  pharmaceutical  goods  ;  Hahnemann  &  Krause,  a 
German  firm,  give  antiseptic  dressings  ;  Franz  Wilhelm  &  (  o., 
of  Vienna,  drugs  ;  other  houses  optical  instruments,  dye-goods 
and  so  forth.  We  also  notice  a  contribution  of  5,000  Mann- 
licher  cartridges  with  smokeless  powder,  but  as  yet  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  a  Maxim  gun.  It  will  be  interesting 
to  watch  whether  Cadbury's  cheering  cup  will  be  first  con- 
sumed on  the  North  Pole  by  Dr.  Nansen,  or  on  Mount  Kenia 
by  Dr.  Wilhelm,  the  leader  of  the  Freeland  band. 

ANTI-QUACKERY  MANIA. 

Our  most  prominent  London  newspapers  have  been  afflicted 
lately  with  a  peculiarly  abundant  flow  of  journalistic  virtue. 
They  are  very  shocked  at  all  manifestations  of  what  they  are 
pleased  to  call  quackery,  and  call  heaven  and  earth  to  witness 
that  never  was  anything  so  dreadful  known  before.  Then 
they  concoct  a  piece  of  startling  news,  announce  it  by 
misleading  posters,  rake  in  the  pennies,  and  plume  them, 
selves  on  their  enterprise.  The  affliction  is  contagious.  It 
has  worked  its  way  up  from  Science  Siftings  to  the  Times. 
The  last-named  stately  journal  published  with  a  note  of 
approval  a  letter,  the  other  day,  from  the  master  of  a  college 
at  Margate,  who  enclosed  what  he  called  an  "  audacious 
circular"  which  had  been  sent  to  him  and,  presumably,  to 
other  "head  masters  and  mistresses."    It  offered  to  supply 

these  people  with  five  2s.  6d.  boxes  of  Dr.  's  pills  for 

6s.  Hd ,  post  free.  The  only  bit  of  puffery  in  the  circular 
was  a  statement  that  "miraculous  results"  had  been  ex- 
perienced from  this  remedy  by  many  of  the  leading 
professors  and  members  of  the   clerical  profession — the 

Bishop  of          among  others.    It  is  really  difficult  to  see 

what  is  the  matter  with  this  circular  from  a  public  point  of 
view.  Chemists  may  reasonably  enough  object  to  makers 
underselling  them,  but  the  Times  is  hardly  likely  to  trouble 
itself  on  this  point.  Are  head  masters  and  mistresses  so 
inexperienced  that  they  yield  to  every  appeal  of  this  kind  ? 

AUTOLYCUS  ON   OTTO   OF  ROSE. 

So  long  as  the  lady  who  acts  as  Autolycus  to  the  Olym- 
pian gods  who  condescend  to  edit  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette 
regales  her  audience  upon  dissertations  on  feminine  apparel, 
Chinese  dressmakers,  and  jams,  we  listen  to  her  with  an 
admiration  not  untinged  by  envy  at  her  versatility.  But  we 
feel  compelled  to  utter  a  respectful  protest  when  the  tale- 
bearer's eagerness  for  news  leads  her  to  write  about  things 
concerning  which  her  knowledge  is  so  far  below  the  elemen- 
tary standard  a3  on  the  subject  of  perfume-making,  on  which 
she  tries  to  enlighten  us  in  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette  of 
February  6.  She  there  informs  us  that  "  the  most  important 
essence  used  in  what  may  be  called  clean  {sic!)  perfumery, 
as  distinguished,  for  instance,  from  that  into  which  the 
morbid  secretions  of  cats  and  unhealthy  fish  (sic.')  enters  as 
an  ingredient,  is  the  far-famed  otto  of  roses.  This  is  chiefly 
made  in  the  valley  of  Kezanlik,  in  Bulgaria,  from  which  as 
much  as  1,000,000  to  1,200,000  kilogrammes  are  yearly  ex- 
ported, chiefly  to  England,  France,  and  Germany."  If 
Autolycus  will  just  take  a  pencil  and  calculate  the  value 
involved  in  her  figures,  she  can  hardly  fail  to  be  astounded 
at  the  result.  Otto  of  rose  is  at  present  worth  about  33*. 
per  Turkish  oz.,  or,  say,  601.  per  kilo.  According  to 
Autolycus,  the  export  of  otto  of  rose  from  Bulgaria  almost 
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equals  in  value  half  the  total  export  of  goods  from  the 
United  Kingdom.  With  such  a  demand  the  whole  of  Bul- 
garia would  need  to  be  turned  into  a  rose-garden  more 
luxuriant  than  the  classic  Vale  of  Kashmir  or  the  city  of 
Shiraz.  Unfortunately,  as  a  sober  matter  of  fact,  the  total 
production  is  a  modest  60,000  Turkish  ounces,  or  about 
1,200  kilos.  Of  the  other  wanderings  of  the  lady  we  forbear 
to  speak. 


lUto  Companies, 


Cebeo  Mineral- waters Syndicate  (Limited).— Capital 
5,O00Z.,  in  11  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of 
the  Cebro  Mineral- water  Company  at  222  Vauxhall  Bridge 
Road,  Middlesex,  and  to  carry  on  the  same.  The  first 
subscribers  (who  take  one  share  each)  are  : — W.  Richards, 
58  Adelaide  Square,  Bedford,  gentleman  ;  F.  Fernando, 
Victoria  Buildings,  Pimlico,  chemist ;  E.  L.  Kent,  14 
Waterloo  Place,  W.,  w  ine- merchant ;  J.  E.  Thompson,  20 
Ruvigny  Gardens,  Putney,  J  P.  ;  W.  R.  Caswall,  Suffolk 
House,  E.C.,  wine-merchant ;  A.  F.  Austin,  78  Cannon  Street, 
E.C.,  wine-merchant;  E.  Long,  32  Craven  Street,  W.C., 
accountant.  Registered  without  special  articles  of  association. 

James  Macpherson  (Limited). — Registered  in  Scotland. 
Capital  12.000?.,  divided  into  3,000  ordinary  shares  of  11.  each 
and  9,000  7-per  cent,  preference  shares  of  11.  each.  Objects  : 
To  purchase  and  acquire  the  business  of  James  Macpherson, 
manufacturing  chemist,  Paisley,  together  with  the  whole 
trade  secrets,  trade-marks,  plant,  machinery,  &c,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  blacking-manufacturers  and  manu- 
facturing chemists.  The  following  are  the  first  subscribers 
with  the  number  of  shares  they  take : — Andrew  Fisher, 
McDowall  Street,  Paisley,  engineer,  5 ;  John  Glover,  109 
Causeyside,  Paisley,  manufacturer,  5;  Wm.  H.  Glover, 
Uyeasound,  Shetland,  Free  Church  Minister,  5;  James  Mac- 
pherson, Paisley,  blacking-manufacturer,  25 ;  Geo.  Macpherson, 
sen.,  Hillfoot  Street,  Dunoon,  slater,  20 ;  Geo.  Macpherson, 
jun.,  7  Buchanan  Terrace.  Paisley,  blacking-manufacturer,  25  ; 
and  John  Valrose  Clery,  Dunoon,  solicitor,  25. 

Saunders  &  Saunders  (Limited). — Capital  5.000Z ,  in 
51.  shares.  Object:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemical 
manufacturers,  formerly  carried  on  by  Saunders  &  Saunders, 
at  Cleckheaton.  The  first  subscribers  (who  take  one  share 
each)  are  :— C.  W.  Wright,  Wollaton,  Notts,  agent ;  H.  Elli- 
son, Cleckheaton,  tar  distiller ;  G.  Bateman,  Cleckheaton, 
cashier;  W.  Isherwood,  Westgate,  Cleckheaton,  joiner;  C.J. 
Saunders,  Brockwell,  Chesterfield  ;  J.  Bateman.  Cleckheaton, 
traveller ;  J.  Saunders,  Gloucester  Street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  timber  inspector.  Particulars  as  to  directors,  &c,  not 
specified. 

De  Soule's  Elixir  Syndicate  (Limited).— Capital 
10,C00Z.,  in  51.  shares.  To  acquire  the  right  to  make  and 
sell  in  the  United  Kingdom  the  medicine  known  as  "  De 
Soule's  Elixir,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  medicine 
vendors.  The  first  subscribers  who  take  one  share  each 
are:— S.  Brent,  81  Long  Lane,  EC,  clerk;  H.  Tobias, 
Broadhurst  Gardens,  N.W.,  cashier;  H.  Dennington,  120 
Lower  Park  Road,  S.E.,  clerk;  H.  P.  Bell,  Woodford,  clerk; 
P.  Garnham,  Tooting,  clerk  ;  N.  Y.  Bell,  Woodford,  clerk ; 
H.  Elliott,  68  The  Grove,  S.  Lambeth,  S.W.,  superintendent. 
Registered  without  articles  of  association. 

Bubbidge*s  Patent  Bottle-Stopper  Syndicate 
(Limited).— Capital  1,000/.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To 
acquire  the  Bristol  Patent,  consisting  of  any  glass  jar  or 
bottle  to  be  covered  with  a  ground  and  polished  glass  disc 
held  down  with  a  screw  cap  and  other  means,  and  to  work 
the  said  patent,  &c.  The  company  is  registered  without 
articles  of  association.  Office  :  "  Almorah,"  91  VassallRoad, 
Brixton,  Surrey. 

Flesiier  Raybould  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  3,000Z., 
in  51.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  drysalter 
now  carried  on  by  Flesher,  Raybou'd  &  Co.,  at  Dudley,  and 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  whole-ale  and  retail  chemists  and 
druggists,  patent-medicine  vendors,  druggists'  sundriesmen, 
aerated-water  manufacturers,  seed-merchants,  oilmen,  &c. 


The  first  subscribers  (who  take  one  share  each)  are : — J. 
Raybould,  70  Wellington  Road,  Dudley,  drysalter;  Geo. 
Raybould,  69  Wellington  Road,  Dudley,  chemist's  assistant ; 
W.  Raybould,  124  Heath  Street,  Birmingham,  chemist's 
representative ;  J.  Whitehouse,  69  Dibdale  Street,  Dudley, 
chemist's  representative  ;  Matilda  Raybould,  clerk  ;  Elizabeth 
Raybould,  spinster ;  and  Maud  Raybould,  spinster.  Joseph 
Raybould  is  the  managing  director.  Registered  office,  72, 
Wellington  Road,  Dudley. 

Brothers'  Chemical  Company  (Limited).— Capital, 
15,000Z.,  in  5L  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of 
chemical  manufacturer,  now  carried  on  by  William  Brothers, 
at  Rawtenstall,  Lancashire,  and  to  carry  on  business  as 
manufacturers  of  oarbonate  and  bicarbonate  of  ammonia, 
chemical  products,  &c,  and  generally  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing chemists  and  druggists.  The  first  subscribers  (who 
take  one  share  each)  are  :—  W.  Brothers,  Rawtenstall,  chemical 
manufacturer;  A.  Brothers  and  Arthur  Brothers,  same  ad- 
dress and  description  ;  W.  Hesketh,  16  New  Market  Street, 
Blackburn,  analytical  chemist ;  E.  Haworth,  B.Sc,  Hyndburn 
Bridge,  Clayton-le-Moors  ;  J.  Catlowe,  Rawtenstall,  chemical 
manager ;  A.  G.  Deacon,  57  Brown  Street,  Manchester,  ac- 
countant. The  first  managing  director  is  William  Brothers, 
at  a  salary  of  520Z.  per  annum.  Registered  office,  the  ChemicaJ 
Works,  Higher  Clews,  Rawtenstall,  Lancashire. 


gantopfrrr  JUprt, 

Be  William  John  White,  Netley  Road,  Southsea, 
Chemist. 

At  the  Portsmouth  Bankruptcy  Court  on  February  8,  Mr. 
A.  T.  Ivens,  on  behalf  of  the  debtor,  applied  for  a  further 
adjournment.  At  a  previous  sitting  he  had  stated  that  since 
a  composition  of  7s.  6d.  in  the  pound  had  been  arranged  it 
had  been  found  that  in  all  probability  debtor  would  be  able 
to  pay  20s.  in  the  pound.  He  wanted  the  adjournment  in 
order  that  a  mortgage,  in  which  the  Official  Receiver  joined, 
might  be  completed  to  enable  the  debtor  to  pay  his  creditors 
in  full.  His  Honour  Judge  Leonard  accordingly  adjourned  the 
case  for  a  month. 


DEEDS  OF  ARRANGEMENT. 


Harris,  Edward  John,  5  East  Street,  Taunton,  chemist  ami  druggist. 
Trustees,  Sydney  Redman,  South  Road,  Taunton,  gentleman,  am." 
another.  Dated,  February  6  ;  filed,  February  13.  Unsecured  liabili- 
ties, 1,450/.  ;  estimated  n;t  assets,  400?.  The  following  are  scheduled  as 
creditors  : — 

£   s.  <i. 

Hall  &  Son,  Bristol   10  18  2 

Harris,  Mrs.  Elizabeth   550   0  0 

Harris,  Rebecca  Maria    . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  600   0  0 

Haywood  &  Co.,  Nottingham  13   9  4 

Richardson  &  Co.,  Leicester   29   3  0 

Stansell  &  Sons,  Taunton    27   3  4 

Yardley  &  Co.,  Leicester  28  15  11 

Bush,  William,  late  of  94  Richmond  Road,  Barnsbury,  ami  now 
111  Newington  Green  Road,  dispensing  chemist.  Dated,  February  1:; 
fded,  February  7.  Unsecured  liabilities,  887/.  18s.  9i.  ;  estimated  net 
assets,  274/.  14s.  3<7.  Composition  of  5s.  in  the  pound,  payable  forth- 
with.  The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors 


£    j.  </. 

Bush,  J.  S.,  Peterborough   230  14  10 

Bush,  W.  H.,  London   250   0  0 

Butler  &  Crispe,  London    14   9  0 

Chemist  and  Druggist,  Loudon   12   2  0 

Hewson,  J.  F.,  London. .       ..       ..       ..       ..  125   0  0 

Hill,  Arthur  S.,  &  Son,  London    27   5  1 

Hodgkinson,  Treacher  &  Co.,  London       . .       . .  44  15  3 

Huskisson,  H.  A.,  &  Co.,  London   45  15  8 

Lynch  &  Co.,  London   14  11  11 

Meggesou  &  Co.,  London       ..       ..       ..       ..  15  11  5 

Newbury,  G.  &  R.,  London   12   3  5 


Petition  for  Arrangement  {Ireland). 
Clotworthy,  Samuel,  &  Co.  (trading  as  Samuel  Clotworthy),  14  an8 
16  Gordon  Street,  and  2  Murray's  Terrace,  Belfast,  chemist  and  genera* 
merchant.     Dated  February    8  ;     filed     February    10.  Unsecured 
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liabilities,  3,425/.  3s.  lid. estimated  net  assets,  990/.  The  following 


i  r^-  scheduled  as  creditois  : — 

£  s.  a, 

Adair,  Barbara,  Ballyrainey   200  0  0 

Allardice,  J.  C.,  Belfast        .,      ...      .-.      ..  15  8  1 

Allardice,  J.  li   54  12  5 

Heck,  James  A.,  &  Son,  Belfast    62   4  6 

Braithwaite^Williaro,  Belfast    42  0  5 

Broxburn  Oil  Company       ..       ..      ...      ..  28   6  4 

Cooper  &  Chestnutt,  London.,      ..              ..  36  0  3 

I  harnock  Bros.  &  Co.,  Belfast    33  14  1 

(  i-ean,  M.  &  P.,  Belfast                 „       ..       ..  60  13  3 

Colthurst  &  Harding,  Bristol    200  7  2 

Crawford,'' Andrew,  <&  Co.,  Glasgow                ..  78  1  0 

( 'toft,  Mrs.,  Knock    15   0  0 

Davies,  W.  J.,  &.  Sons,  Lomlon       ..      ..      ..  28  0  9 

Dalton,  J„  E.,  &  Co.  (Limited),  Stockport        ..  4114  0 

Fyfe  &  Jackson,  Glasgow    145  12  3 

Flounders,  W.  M.,  &  Co.,  Liverpool  ,  343   3  2 

Greenwood  &  Co.,  London   42  10  0 

Goldsworth,  Thomas,  &  Co,  Manchester  ..      ..  31  0  1 

1  taslett,  J.  &  J.,  Belfast    25  0  0 

Holden,  Arthur,  Birmingham         ..       .,       ..  32   8  5 

Hamilton,  John,  Belfast    15   0  0 

Hirst  &  Cooke,  Hull   50   0  0 

HothersaU  &  Co.  (Limited),  Manchester  ..      ..  24  15  6 

Holmes,  "W.  H.,  &  Son,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne     ..  26  2  6 

Lorimer  &  Co.,  London    20  10  0 

Lorkington,  H.  B.,  Bolton   15  16  0 

Lucky,  Joseph,  Dublin    38  17  0 

Livesley,  Stock,  Leigh  ,       ..       ..  27    7  0 

McMnllan,  M„  Belfast    82  12  5 

Moore,  R.  C,  Belfast   22   0  0 

McMillan,  John,  Belfast   16  12  9 

MacLellan,  L.  &  John,  Glasgow    139  13  5 

MacNair.'J.  &  D.,  Glasgow   48   0  0 

Mclntyre,  Thomas,  &  Co.,  Glasgow   41    4  1 

McMullen,  Bobert,  Lurgan   48  0  0 

Mackean,  William,  Paisley   49   0  0 

McLeish.  William       ..       ,   30   0  0 

Buddy,  J..  &  Co.,  Lomlon    19  11  6 

Beilly,  John,  Belfast   26   0  0 

Bawson,  Isaac,  Leeds  ..      ..      -.      ..      ..  23  14  0 

Sadler  &  Co.,  Glasgow   40   0  5 

Stevenson  &  Co.,  Glasgow   58  18  0 

StandardTJil  Company,  Manchester          . .       . .  20  16  1 

Scholfield  &  Dearden,  Rochdale    20   1  4 

Tullis,  John,  &  Son,  Glasgow    28  16  2 

Tully,  Stephen   60   0  0 

Wharton,  H„  Belfast   30   0  0 

West  of  England  Tarnish  Co.,  Bristol       ..       ..  24    7  9 

Wike,  G.  E.  &  W.,  Bury    18   4  7 

Young's  Paraffin  Light  Co.,  Belfast          . .       . .  16  14 

« Bankers  Claims    403  9 

Total  estimated  debts  :— 3,425/.  3.!.  lid. 


(gazette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Baguley,  D.  T.,  and  Atkinson,  A.  A.,  Rochester,  under  the  style  of 
Baguley  &  Atkinson,  mineral  and  aerated  water  manufacturers. 

Browning,  G.,  and  Barber,  P.  E.,  Oughtybridge  and  Deepcar,  York- 
shire, surgeons  and  general  medical  practitioners. 

Guest,  A.  H.,  and  Arthy,  G.  F.  S.t  Manchester,  under  the  style  of 
Guest  <fc  Arthy,  surgeons  and  physicians. 

Lush,  W.  J.  H.,  M.D.,  and  Williams-Freeman.  J.  P.,  Fyfield  and 
Weyhill,  Southampton,  under  the  style  of  Lush  it  Williams-Freeman, 
physicians,  surgeons,  and  accoucheurs. 

Nuttall,  E.  J.,  and  Beckett,  S.  T.,  Haworth  and  Oxenhope,  York- 
shire, under  the  style  of  Nuttall  <!t  Beckett,  physicians  and  surgeons. 

Swarbrick,  W.,  and  Heaps,  J.,  Preston,  under  the  style  of  Swarbriok 
<fc  Heai>s.  mineral-water  manufacturers. 

SCOTTISH  BANKRUPT. 

(From  the  Edinburgh  Gazette.) 

Sequestration. 
Ingram,  Archibald  Carlyle  Mounsey,  Paisley,  analytical  chemist, 
carrying  on  business  as  an  oil  and  grease  manufacturer,  and  commission 
agent.   Creditors  will  meet  in  the  County  Hotel,  Paisley,  February  19, 
at  1  o'clock.  Miller  i  Murray,  90  Constitution  Street,  Leith,  agents. 


/rench   pharmareut'ual  |jfcfos. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


A  Pharmaceutical  Election.— On  Tuesday,  February 
27  next,  a  meeting  of  professors  and  teachers  connected  with 
the  Schools  of  Pharmacy  of  Prance  will  be  held.  The  object 
of  this  reunion  is  to  elect  a  delegate  to  represent  pharmacy 
'on  the  Superior  Council  of  public  instruction  in  place  of  M. 
Diacon,  recently  deceased. 

The  Dynamite  Explosion  which  occurred  at  the  Cafe 
Terminus,  Paris,  on  Monday  night  last,  caused  great  commotion 
in  the  city,  and  M.  Chopard  s  pharmacy,  15  Rue  de  Rome, 
immediately  opposite  the  Gare  St.  Lazare,  presented  a 
pitiful  sight  as  some  of  the  victims  of  the  explosion  were 
brought  in  to  have  their  wounds  temporarily  dressed. 

Vaccination  agatxst  Venomous  Snake-bites.— MM. 
Phisalix  and  Bertrand,  of  the  Palis  Natural  History  Museum, 
claim  to  have  discovered  that  heat,  when  applied  to  the 
venom  of  vipers,  destroys  the  poisonous  properties  thereof, 
giving  in  place  a  powerful  vaccinating  product.  An  animal 
inoculated  with  this  heated  venom  not  only  suffers  no  ill 
effects,  but  is  able  to  support  without  harm  injections  of 
venom  which  would  speedily  cause  the  death  of  any  animal 
not  so  inoculated.  MM.  Phisalix  and  Bertrand  point  out  that  in 
the  venom  of  snakes  there  exist  no  microbes,  and  yet  the 
same  phenomenon  occurs  as  with  a  virulent  culture  of 
microbes. 

Notes  from  Nice — A  short  visit  made  by  a  representative 
of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  to  a  well-known  English 
pharmacy  on  the  Quai  Massena,  Nice,  during  Carnival  week, 
produced  a  different  impression  to  that  obtained  during  a 
visit  last,  winter,  the  stream  of  customers  being  incessant 
and  well-to-do.  The  staff  of  assistants  (doubled  for  the  winter, 
as  is  the  rule  in  English  pharmacies  at  Nice  from  November 
to  April)  were  busily  employed.  The  season  has  commenced 
a  little  late,  but  there  seems  to  be  good  business  now,  the 
influx  of  English,  Russians,  and  Americans  being  doubtless 
increased  by  the  brilliant  weather  with  which  the  present 
season  has  been  favoured. 

Artificial  Diamonds. — On  Monday  last  M.  Moissan 
gave  some  interesting  details  concerning  recent  experiments 
made  by  him  in  connection  with  the  artificial  production  of 
diamonds.  The  chemist  has  succeeded  in  slightly  perfecting 
the  process  which  enables  him  to  obtain  without  high 
pressure  the  different  varieties  of  crystalline  and  semi- 
crystalline  carbon.  By  cooling  a  mass  of  melted  iron  taken 
from  the  electric  furnace  in  a  bath  of  lead  at  400°,  where  it 
has  been  saturated  with  carbon,  M.  Moissan  obtains  small 
spheres  of  metal.  The  interiors  of  these  contain  transparent 
fragments  of  a  more  or  less  crystalline  nature  which  present 
all  the  characteristics  of  the  diamond. 


"  Colman  s  Mustard"  as  a  Trade-mark. —  In  the 
Chancery  Division  on  "Wednesday,  before  Mr.  Justice  Stirling, 
an  application  was  made  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Colman, 
mustard  manufacturers,  asking  the  Court  to  direct  the  Comp- 
troller to  register  a  particular  trade-mark  for  mustard,  the 
Comptroller  having  refused  to  do  so.  The  particular  label 
on  which  the  difficulty  arose  was  one  which  showed  a  bull's 
head,  with  the  words  "  Colman's  Mustard"  printed  round  a 
representation  of  the  American  flag.  The  Comptroller 
claimed  that  they  must  disclaim  everything  upon  the  label 
save  the  bull's  head  and  the  flag-device.  They  had  dis- 
claimed the  word  "  mustard,"  but  they  declined  to  disclaim 
"  Colman's."  The  statute  provides  that  a  person  need  not 
disclaim  his  own  name,  or  the  foreign  equivalent  thereof,  or 
his  place  of  business.  The  Solicitor-General,  on  behalf  of 
the  Comptroller,  contended  that  the  word  "  Colman's  "  was 
not  the  name  of  the  firm,  but  that  the  name  of  the  firm  was 
"  J.  &  J.  Colman."  His  Lordship  held  that  the  applicants 
were  entitled  to  the  use  of  their  own  name  in  the  trade- 
mark, and  directed  that  the  order  of  the  Comptroller  ought 
thereupon  to  be  varied. 
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A  Swiss  Squire. — Apotheker  Dunnenberger,  of  Zurich, 
•will  shortly  publish  a  commentary  to  the  new  Swiss 
Pharmacopoeia. 

Fiee  in  A  CHEMICAL-WOBKS. — The  boiler-house  in  Dr. 
F.  von  Heyden's  chemical-factory  at  Radebeul,  near  Dresden, 
was  completely  destroyed  by  fire  on  February  7.  It  is  not 
(known  how  the  fire  originated. 

St.  Jacob  Knocked  Off. — The  trade-mark  for  "  St. 
Jacob's  Oil,  a  medicinal  balsam,''  belonging  to  the  Charles  A. 
Yogeler  Company  in  Baltimore,  U.S.A.,  has  been  expunged 
from  the  German  trade-mark  register. 

Lepeosy  at  the  Cape. — A  Leprosy  Commission,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  disease,  which  is  rather  widely 
spread  in  South  Africa,  opened  its  sittings  at  Cape  Town  on 
February  1.  The  Commission  intend  to  request  M.  Theal, 
the  historian,  and  51.  Leibbrandt,  the  keeper  of  the  archives, 
to  investigate  the  records  of  the  disease  in  South  Africa. 

Drug-cultures  in  Dominica.— The  curator  of  the 
botanical  station  in  Dominica  reports  that  ganibier-cultiva- 
tion,  which  has  lately  been  started  in  the  island,  promises 
well.  Lime-cultivation,  he  says,  must  be  more  profitable  in 
Dominica  than  anywhere  else,  owing  to  the  greater  size  of 
the  fruit  and  the  prolixity  of  the  trees.  The  acidity  of 
the  Dominican  lime-fruit  is  less  than  that  of  the  fruit  of 
Montserrat. 

The  Swedish  Phaemacopceia. — It  has  been  decided  by 
the  Royal  Administration  of  Medicine  in  Sweden  to  publish 
a,  new  edition  (the  eighth)  of  the  Swedish  Pharmacopteia. 
The  Chief  Director  of  the  Administration  (M.  Almen)  has 
been  appointed  President  of  a  Revision  Commission  of  seven 
members,  of  whom  two  are  medical  men,  two  professors  of 
pharmacy,  one  Court  pharmacist,  and  one  a  pharmacist 
in  business.  The  Commission  met  for  the  first  time  on 
January  20. 

The  Denaturalization  or  Alcohol  in  Germany. — 
In  the  course  of  the  debate  in  the  Reichstag  on  ttie  credits 
'for  the  Ministry  of  Home  Affairs,  the  Socialist  Deputy 
Wurm,  who  is  himself  a  chemist,  asked  that  the  Inland 
Revenue  authorities  should  adopt  a  method  of  denaturalising 
alcohol  which  would  be  less  injurious  to  the  health  of  the 
men  engaged  in  the  work.  The  Director  of  the  Board  of 
Health  admitted  the  fact  of  the  noxiousness  of  the  present 
process,  and  regretted  it,  but  pointed  out  that  in  spite  of 
much  experimenting  no  less  physically  injurious  and  other- 
wise satisfactory  process  had  yet  been  discovered. 

"The  Stores''  in  Germany. — Co-operative  societies 
liave  been  slowly  gaining  ground  abroad  for  some  years,  and 
in  Germany  shopkeeping  associations  of  officers,  civil  ser- 
vants, and  others  have  lately  extended  their  operations  so 
largely  as  to  excite  the  active  enmity  of  private  traders. 
Stop  the  co-operators  they  cannot ;  but  they  are  determined 
to  do  what  they  can  to  prevent  the  "  Stores  "  from  dealing 
"with  non-members.  Hence  a  Bill  has  been  brought  forward 
in  the  Reichstag  (says  the  Pharmaccutisclic  Zeituhg)  ren- 
dering a  Stores  employe  who  sells  goods  to  a  non-member 
liable  to  a  fine  of  150m.  It  is  possible  that  the  Bill 
may  lead  to  a  general  revisal  of  the  law  on  co-operative 
societies. 

A  City  Divided  against  Itself. — Hanover  is  much 
excited  about  the  Schnutz  case,  which  is  now  proceeding 
there.  Dr.  Schnutz  was  municipal  chemist  of  the  city, 
and  a  man  of  considerable  scientific  attainments,  but  un- 
popular with  the  majority  of  the  Town  Council  on  account 
of  his  pronounced  anti-Semitic  or  Jew-baiting  politics,  and 
his  free-and-easy  way  of  referring  to  the  Conscript  Fathers. 
One  day  the  Council  discharged  him,  and  since  then  public 
meetings  of  Schnutzians  anti-Schnutzians  have  made  things 
hum  in  the  usually  quiet  city.  The  last  gathering,  called  by 
Editor  Dr.  Leuss  in  the  Schnutzite  interest,  was  swamped 
by  partisans  of  the  Town  Council  who  prevented  the 
speakers  from  being  heard.  After  much  shouting  and  horse- 
play the  police  broke  up  the  gathering.  All  the  employes 
of  the  City  Analytical  Laboratory  are  violent  anti-Schnutzists, 
and  reproach  the:':  former  chief  with  having  on  one  occasion 


refused  to  fight  a  duel,  and  of  having  been  expelled  cum 
infamin  from  the  Students'  Club,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 
Dr.  Schnutz.  on  his  side,  threatens  to  prosecute  the  whole 
laboratory  staff  for  perjury. 

A  Morphine  Antidote. — Three  weeks  ago  there  was  a 
considerable  sensation  in  New  York  caused  by  a  young 
doctor,  who  claimed  before  an  assembly  of  scientists  to  have 
discovered  an  infall  ble  antidote  for  opium,  morphine,  and 
similar  poisons.  Despite  the  protests  of  those  present,  who 
declared  that  they  would  not  sanction  certain  suicide,  he 
mixed  3  grains  of  morphia  in  two  wineglasses  of  water 
and  drank  them.  Immediately  afterwards  he  took  4  grains 
of  permanganate  of  potash,  similarly  dissolved  in  water. 
The  doctors  who  watched  him  for  five  hours,  expecting  to 
see  him  die,  could  detect  no  injury  whatever  to  his  constitu- 
tion or  any  effect  from  the  poison,  and  he  is  now  alive  and 
well.  The  experimenter  claims  that  the  permanganate  pre- 
cipitates or  destroys  morphine  before  it  acts  upon  any  other 
of  the  organic  contents  of  the  stomach.  [The  young  doctor 
is  li  a  certain  Dr.  William  Moor."  His  discovery  is  claimed 
to  have  been  anticipated  by  Mr.  Barker  Smith,  L  H.C.P.,  for 
whom,  as  far  back  as  1877,  we  published  in  the  C.  $  I),  a 
note  on  the  action  of  permanganate  on  alkaloids.  Dr.  Moor 
has  had  his  sensation,  and  we  hope  there  will  be  no  more 
about  his  ridiculous  antidote. — Ed.] 


|1cTSonalitic5. 


Mr.  Reuben  Goldstein  the  proprietor  of  Edwards' 
Harlene,  of  95  High  Ho;born,  has  assumed  the  surname  at 
Edwards  by  deed  poll. 

Me.  CLAEIDGE  Druce,  of  Oxford,  communicated,  through 
Professor  Bayley  Balfour,  a  paper  on  the  Flora  of  West 
Ross  to  the  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh  Botanical  Society 
last  week. 

Miss  Skyring  has  been  admitted  a  member  of  the 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Institute  of  Queensland,  at  a  meeting 
recently  held  in  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  Brisbane.  We  so 
seldom  hear  of  women  joining  assistants'  associations  in  this 
country  that  we  put  this  forward  as  an  example. 

Mr.  Charles  Le  Sueur,  of  the  Jersey  Eau  de  Cologne 
Factory  (St.  Heliers),has  just  been  re-elected  Hon.  Treasurer 
of  the  local  "  Cecilian  Orchestral  Society,"  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  founders. 

Mr.  W.  Bulgin,  who  has  for  many  years  carried  on  the 
business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  at  Leyton,  has  retired 
from  business,  and  is  about  to  leave  for  Australia.  The 
tradesmen  of  the  town,  with  the  object  of  bidding  farewell 
to  Mr.  Bulgin,  last  week  entertained  him  to  a  supper,  at  which 
his  health  was  enthusiastically  drunk. 

Mr.  W.  Griffith,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Dalton-in- 
Furness,  has  set  to  a  praiseworthy  and  tuneful  composition 
of  his  own  Lord  Byron's  well-known  lines,  "  When  we  two 
parted."  Mr.  Griffith  informs  us  that  he  will  be  glad  to 
send  any  chemist  a  copy  of  the  song  "who  will  do  him  the 
honour  to  sing  it."  The  range  is  suitable  for  a  medium 
soprano  or  tenor  voice,  or  a  high  baritone. 


MARRIAGE. 

Hounam — Haxton. — At  the  School  House,  Markinch,  on 
January  31,  by  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Rose,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  W. 
Gordon,  M.A.,  Christopher  Hounam,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Duns,  to  Annie,  fourth  daughter  of  W.  Fyffe  Haxton. 


DEATHS. 

Bleasdale. — At  Torquay  on  February  11,  George  Henry, 
eldest  son  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Bleasdale,  York. 

Hardy. — At  Claybury,  on  February  9,  Mr.  Robert  Hardy, 
chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of  23  Fenchurch  Street, 
LondoD,  E.G. 
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Notice  to  Retail  Buyers: — should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this 
section  are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes. 

II  should  also  be  recollected  that  for  many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is 
very  wide. 


42  CAUIJOU  STREET,  E.C  ,  February  15. 

The  Exportation  of  Tinctures. 

In  a  general  order  (No.  3,  1894)  dated  February  10,  and 
issued  from  Somerset  House,  it  is  ordtred  that  tinctures 
made  by  licensed  rectifiers  and  compounders  may  be  exported 
on  drawback,  by  weight  or  by  measure,  in  iron  drums  ranging 
in  size  from  2  to  10  gallons,  and  that  such  drums  need  not 
be  packed  in  cases.  The  tinctures  may  also  be  exported  by 
weight  or  by  measure,  in  earthenware  jars  ranging  in  size 
from  1  to  5  gallons,  provided  the  jars  be  placed  in  cases.  It 
is  also  ordered  that  no  case  of  tinctures  exported  in  bond 
shall  contain  less  than  2  gallons,  and  that  any  internal  pack- 
age larger  than  half  a  gallon  shall  contain  not  less  than  1 
gallon,  2  gallons,  &c,  or  8  lbs.,  16  lbs.  &c.  Decimal  fractions 
are  to  be  ,-hown  in  the  schedule  of  the  notice  when  the  ex- 
portation is  according  to  weight.  The  weight  per  gallon 
and  the  bulk  quantity  should  be  shown  in  two  decimal 
places,  and  the  proof  to  three  decimal  places.  When 
the  weight  per  gallon  as  ascertained  in  the  laboratory, 
taking  the  average  as  in  the  case  of  strengths,  does  not 
exceed  the  declared  weight  by  more  than  i  lb.,  the  declared 
weight  may  be  passed  as  correct.  If  the  average  excess  is 
greater,  special  directions  as  to  the  basis  of  calculation  will 
oe  issued  by  the  board.  When  tinctures  are  exported  by 
measure,  officers  are  to  check  the  contents  of  bottles  by  see- 
ing not  iewei  than  one  in  twenty  emptied  into  a  suitable 
and  stamped  imperial  measure  provided  by  the  exporer,  and 
if  jars  or  drums  be  used,  one  in  every  five  must  be  checked. 
If  the  exportation  be  conducted  by  weight,  the  quantity  in 
the  bottles,  jars  or  drums  must  be  checked  in  the  same  pro- 
portions, by  measure  or  by  weight,  at  the  exporter's  option. 
Drawback  will  in  future  be  allowed  on  toilet  vinegars  and 
waters,  dentifrices,  hair-washes  and  brilliantines,  according 
to  the  quantity  of  proof  spirits  present,  whether  the  strength 
can  be  ascertained  by  the  hydrometer  or  not. 

Fiji  Vanilla. 

Vanilla  appears  for  the  first  time  as  an  article  of  export 
from  Fiji  in  the  official  statistics  of  that  colony  for  1892. 
In  that  year  112  lbs.  of  a  declared  value  of  1202  left  the 
island.  The  quality  seems  to  have  been  excellent,  and  the 
fruit  realised  trom  21s.  6d.  to  22s.  Qd.  per  lb.  in  London.  In 
the  small  island  of  Rodriguez,  near  Mauritius,  vanilla- 
growing  is  also  being  tried.  The  plantations,  it  is  said,  are 
prospering. 


Acid  (Citric).— Unchanged  at  Is.        per  lb. 

Acid  (Oxalic)  is  still  quoted  at  3kd.  per  lb.  on  rail  at  the 
maker's  works. 

Aloes. — Bast  Indian  varieties  very  dull  of  sale,  55  cases 
Zanzibar  in  tins,  sour-flavoured  treacly  yellow  colour  were 
bought  in  at  4os.,  a  bid  of  36s.  Qd.  being  refused.  Of  another 
lot  ot  81  bags  Socotrine,  6  casks  hard  fair  quality  sold  at 
65s.  per  cwt.  Of  Cape  aloes,  13  boxes  out  of  86  offered  sold 
at  a  decline  of  about  6d.  per  cwt.  ;  good  hard  bright,  21s.  to 
21s.  Qd  ;  fair  to  good  seconds,  19s.  6d.  to  20s.  Qd. ;  drossy 
and  cindery  to  ordirary  stcny,  from  19s.  down  to  14s.  per 


cwt.  Curacao  aloes  neglected  ;  298  packages  wire  offered, 
of  which  129  sold  at  from  18s.  down  to  10.--.  for  dark  to 
ordinary  blackish  livery,  and  from  8s.  down  to  5s.  for  coarse 
cindery  overheated.  Most  of  these  lots  were  in  second- 
hand. It  is  said  that  the  Curacao  exporters  are  no  loDger 
sending  any  aloes  to  New  York,  because  the  present  quota- 
tions there  do  not  pay  them.  The  imports  into  New  York 
of  this  variety  during  the  last  four  years  have  been  as 
follows : — 

Year  ..  1893  1892  1891  '.890 
Boxes    ..    2,912         987         2,600  4,100 

Annatto. — The  recent  strong  advance  in  the  price  of 
annatto  seed  has  brought  forward  several  lots  which  were 
shown  at  to-day's  auctions.  None  of  them,  however,  were  of 
very  desirable  quality,  and  of  the  82  packages  shown,  only 
11  boxes  of  very  dull  colour  sold  at  l\d.  per  lb.;  fair  quality 
was  bought  in  at  from  H\d.  to  5d.  The  market  is  tending 
easier. 

Antimony. — Fifty  boxes  of  crude  Japanese  shown  to-day 
are  held  for  19Z.  15s.  per  ton,  but  there  is  no  demand  for  the 
article. 

Asafcetida.— Three  parcels  of  new  crop,  all  of  them  just 
landed,  were  shown  at  to-day's  auctions,  they  aggregated 
229  cases.  There  was  an  excellent  demand  for  good  quality 
(fine  not  being  represented),  at  full  prices  to  a  slight  advance 
over  the  last  rates  ;  but  common  grades  especially,  such  as 
are  now  refused  entry  into  the  United  States,  are  very  citticult 
of  sale.  A  fresh  parcel  of  84  cases  from  Lingah,  in  the 
Persian  Gulf,  is  just  being  lauded  and  is  expected  to  contain 
some  fine  gum.  The  following  figures  were  paid  : — half- 
blocky  half-small  detached  almonds,  brown  to  pink  colour, 
from  92s.  to  100s.  ;  fair,  pinky-grey  block,  mixed  with  some 
detached  almonds,  rather  sandy  and  partly  foul  mixed,  from 
32s.  Qd.  to  89s.;  brown  and  pinky-grey  block,  with  some 
detached  almonds,  78s. ;  softish,  rather  grey  block,  from  60s. 
down  to  40s.  per  cwt. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — No  sales  were  made  to-day,  although 
several  lots  were  shown  ;  for  good  Maranliatn,  Is.  8d.  to  Is.  9d. 
per  lb.  is  asked.  In  New  York  it  is  said  that  the  market  is 
higher  and  in  a  sound  position  ;  the  present  quotations  are, 
for  Maranham,  Is.  9d.  c.i.f.;  Para,  Is.  3d.  c.i.f.;  Carthayerta, 
Is.  Id.  c.i.f.  The  total  imports  of  this  article  into  the  United 
States  have  fallen  from  205,800  lbs.  in  1891,  to  185,280  in 
1892,  and  75,000  in  1893. 

Balsam  Peru. — The  price  asked  for  good  quality  here 
is  7s.  per  lb.  That  figure  was  asked  at  auction  to-day  for  a 
lot,  but  there  was  no  response.  In  New  York,  sales  have 
lately  been  made  at  the  equivalent  cf  6s.  3d.  per  lb.  The 
total  import  of  Peruvian  balsam  into  New  Yoik  in  1893  was 
70  cases,  against  161  cases  in  1892,  and  48  cases  in  1891. 

Benzoin. — Palembang  gum  is  neglected.  Thirty- three 
cases  were  shown  at  auction  to-day,  but  not  a  single  bid 
was  made  for  them.  Fine  Slam  gum  was  shown  to-day,  but 
of  31  packages  medium  and  oidinary,  only  10  sold  at  a 
decline  of  about  10s.— namely,  grey  pea  and  bean  sized 
almonds  in  block,  11.  10s.  ;  dark  hard  grey  sittings  in  block, 
48s.  per  cwt.  Of  Sumatra  gum  206  cases  were  shown  ;  they 
included  nothing  of  really  fine  quality,  but  good  gum 
was  in  extremely  strong  demand,  and  sold  with  excellent- 
competition  at  a  rise,  as  compared  with  the  last  auctions,  of 
10s.  to  15s.  per  cwt. ;  seconds,  fine  white  almondy  centres, 
fair  packed,  but  rather  dark  ends,  9?.  Ditto,  smaller  and 
greyer  almonds,  rather  more  false  packed,  from  8/.  10s.  down 
to  87.  2s.  Qd. ;  for  small  palish  almonds  false  packed  corners 
11.  10s  was  refused  ;  thirds,  dull  grey,  with  a  few  almonds 
and  very  false  packed,  selling  without  reserve,  realised  from 
77s.  Qd.  to  80s.  per  cwt.  Of  Penany  gum  no  sales  were  made 
90s.  being  the  buying-in  price  for  good  quality. 

Borax. — Makers  outside  the  convention  are  reported  to 
be  offering  crystals  at  26s.  Qd.,  and  powder  at  27s.  per  cwt., 
both  figures  showing  a  reduction. 

Buchu. — The  supply  is  now  much  larger  than  the  demand, 
and  although  82  packages  were  offered  at  to-day's  auction 
this  does  not  represent  anything  like  the  quantity  in  reserve. 
The  market  is  very  sluggish,  and  it  is  diff  cult  to  effect  sales 
except  at  lower  rates.  Twenty-two  bales  sold  to-day,  at  a 
decline  of  \d.  to  \d.  per  ton — namely,  from  3\d.  down  to 
3d.  for  blight  green  round  leaves,  the  loner  quotation  being 
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the  closing  one ;  good  bright  long  leaves  were  bought  in  at 
9d.  per  lb. 

Calumba. — In  good  supply  and  selling  slowly  at  low 
prices,  77  bags  being  disposed  of  to-day  at  from  9s.  6d.  to 
lis.  per  cwt.  for  very  ordinary  small  partly  washed,  and  14s. 
for  fair  rather  dark  mixed  sorts. 

Camphor  (Ceude). — It  is  very  difficult  to  give  reliable 
quotations  at  present,  partly  owing  to  the  absence  of  serious 
inquiry,  and  partly  because  the  constant  decline  in  the  value 
of  silver  affects  the  price  asked  for  the  drug.  China  cam- 
phor offers  at  87s.  6d.  per  cwt.  c  i.f.  for  February-March 
shipment,  but  there  are  no  takers.  Japan  is  also  lower,  a 
sale  of  100  piculs  March  shipment  being  reported  to-day 
at  107s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Camphoe  (Refined). — In  sympathy  with  the  fresh 
reduction  in  the  price  of  the  crude  drug,  the  English 
manufacturers  of  refined  camphor  have  again  lowered  their 
quotations  \d.  per  lb.,  flowers  being  now  held  for  Is.  b\d., 
bells  for  Is.  6d.,  and  other  kinds  in  proportion.  This  is  the 
price  for  10-cwt.  lots  ;  smaller  wholesale  quantities  cost  \d. 
per  lb.  more. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Tops  are  not  offered,  but  214  robbins 
of  greenish  to  brown  siftings  were  shown.  They  are  held  at 
about  l\d.  per  lb. 

Caedamoms. — Two  hundred  and  forty-four  packages  were 
shown  at  auction.  Holders  were  mostly  very  firm,  and  a 
good  demand  prevailed,  94  packages  being  di-posed  of  at 
firm  to  slightly  higher  prices,  namely  : —  Ceylon  Mysore, 
medium  to  bold  plump,  good,  3s. ;  medium  size,  2s.  9d.  to 
2s.  10s. ;  small  to  medium  pale,  2s.  2d.  to  2s.  6d. ;  medium  to 
bold  brownish,  Is.  lid.  to  2s. ;  small  brownish,  Is.  5d.  to 
Is.  Id. ;  long  small  to  medium  yellow,  Is.  5d.  ;  small  pale, 
Is.  6d.  to  Is.  lOd.  Ceylon  Malabar,  of  which  there  have  been 
several  arrivals  lately  :  medium  plump  grey,  slightly  mouldy, 
Is.  lOd.  to  Is.  lid. ;  fair,  medium  round,  Is.  9d.  to  Is.  Wd.  ; 
small  to  medium  brownish,  partly  mouldy,  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  Id.  ; 
ordinary  dark  brown,  mouldy,  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  Seed  sold  at 
the  increased  price  of  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

CASCAEA  Sagrada. — Recent  arrivals  from  San  Francisco, 
consisting  of  271  bags  in  three  parcels,  were  offered  to-day. 
For  one  lot  of  fine  thin  silvery  bark  27s.  6d.  was  offered,  the 
answer  being,  "  I  will  see  you  after  the  sale."  The  interview 
will  probably  not  lead  to  business,  for  a  broker  who  subse- 
quently entered  the  pulpit  sold  30  bales,  also  of  good  thin 
quality,  at  24s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  being  a  decline  of  4s.  6d.  to  5s. 
upon  the  previous  nominal  price.  He  then  refused  to  sell 
any  more  at  24s.,  and  we  understand  that  he  has  since  dis- 
posed of  the  bulk  of  his  parcel  at  the  sale  price.  From  New 
York  we  hear  that  there  is  but  little  demand  for  home  con- 
sumption and  that  the  price  is  lower,  fine  thin  quality  being 
quoted  at  30s.,  c.i.f.  terms.  It  is  expected  that  there  will  be 
a  large  collection  of  bark  in  the  State  of  Oregon  during  the 
coming  season.  Large  shipments  have  also  been  made  from 
San  Francisco  direct  to  Germany. 

Cassia  Fistula.— There  is  now  a  fair  supply,  45  bales  of 
Java  pods  lean,  to  medium  fair  bright,  being  bought  in  at 
35s.,  although  when  a  bid  of  18s.  was  made  it  was  ear-marked 
by  the  broker;  for  better  class  pods  25s.  is  asked.  Another 
lot  of  21  bales  lean  wormy  dry  pods  was  bought  in  at  20s. 
per  cwt. 

Cinchona. — Ihe  chief  lot  of  interest  at  to-day *s  auctions 
was  a  parcel  of  42  bales  flat  Bolivian  Calisaya,  good  bright 
genuine,  medium  size,  from  Valparaiso.  It  sold  at  Is.  IQd. 
to  Is.  Wd.  for  soun  -,  and  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  9d.  for  damaged 
quality  ;  these  were  full  prices.  Five  serons  damaged  Loxa 
bark  were  bought  in  at  2s.  per  lb.,  and  4  bales  of  Guayaquil 
at  from  9d.  to  Is.  2d. 

Cocculus  Indicus  is  Is.  per  cwt.  lower  again,  122  bags 
being  forced  off  to-day  at  6s.  per  cwt.  (one  lot  at  5s.  9d.). 

Colocynth. — The  price  is  still  low,  but  there  was  an 
improvement  of  \d.  per  lb.  to-day,  and  2  cases  are  broken 
and  seedy  Turkey  sold  at  9*d.  per  lb. 

Cubebs. — It  is  reported  that  there  has  been  a  fairly  good 
demand  for  cubebs  lately,  and  one  broker  reports  private 
sales  of  good  blue  berries  at  60s.  per  cwt.  A  general  survey 
of  the  market,  however,  indicates  a  lower  tendency  for  the 
article.    At  auction  70  bags  were  shown  and  bought  in  at 


from  55s.  to  57s.  per  cwt.,  for  fair  small  brown  berries  some- 
what mixed  with  stalk  from  Singapore. 

Cumin-seed  is  still  firmly  held  at  38s.  per  cwt.  for  good 
Malta  quality. 

Dragon's-blood. — A  fair  demand  prevailed  to-day. 
Twelve  out  of  27  cases  Singapore  selling  at  91.  5s.  for  partly 
fine  fiery,  partly  dull  bold  saucers,  and  11.  for  fair  ditto,  of 
good  fracture  ;  for  a  lot  of  fine  hard  saucers,  91.  12s.  6d.  was 
refused.  Of  three  packages  Socotrine  drop,  one  sold  at  31s., 
for  ordinary  dusty  siftings. 

Ergot  op  Rye  shows  no  improvement,  and  bright 
Spanish  is  nominally  held  for  Is.  Id.  Three  packages  sold 
without  reserve,  at  lid.  for  small  wormy  but  sifted  brown 
quality. 

Galls. — A  slightly  better  inquiry  for  blue  Bassorah  galls 
has  led  to  sales  at  57s.,  and  for  ditto  Aleppo  55s.  per  cwt.  has 
been  paid. 

Galls  (China). — A  parcel  of  100  cases  February  or 
March  shipment  has  been  sold  at  41s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  terms. 

Gamboge  is  offering  freely,  but  few  sales  were  made  to- 
day, only  3  packages  out  of  28  offered  finding  buyers  afc 
9/.  17s.  6d.  for  partly  ricy  and  blocky  pipe,  dull  fracture, 
91.  Is.  6d.  for  cakey  pickings  partly  fair  fracture,  and  SI.  lbs. 
for  dull  pickings.  A  lot  of  unpicked  small  to  bold  pipe,  fair 
bright  orange  fracture  was  bought  in  at  12/ ,  a  bid  of  11/.  5s. 
being  refused.    The  market  is  tending  lower. 

Gentian  is  6d.  per  cwt.  cheaper  to-day,  20  bales  of  good 
bright  quality  selling  at  15s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Acacia. — Soudan  sorts  show  no  improvement ; 
several  parcels  offered  to-day  were  all  bought  in  at  from 
45s.  to  52s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality ;  good  hard  has 
sold  privately  recently  at  45s.  to  47s.  Qd.  Of  Trieste  picked 
gum,  4  cases  sold  without  reserve  at  70s.  for  small  yellow 
grain,  45s.  for  dull  glassy  drop,  and  33s.  for  small  pale 
siftings.  A  case  of  good  Alexandrian,  siftings  realised  40s. 
per  cwt.  Good  "  insoluble "  Persian  sorts  have  sold  at 
19s.  per  cwt.    There  is  a  very  heavy  stock  here. 

Gum  Ammoniacum. — A  new  parcel  of  18  cases  from 
Bombay  was  offered  to-day,  the  quality  was  better  than 
anything  that  has  recently  been  seen  in  our  market,  and  the 
whole  sold  with  lively  competition  at  extreme  prices  ;  fine  pale 
slightly  blocky  and  partly  dusty  drop  at  75s.,  rather  dark 
almondy  block  at  28s.,  and  dull  grey  block  at  20s.  per  cwt., 
another  case  of  dull  block  with  some  loose  almonds  realised 
30s. 

Gum  Thus. — For  a  lot  of  10  barrels  fine  bright  yellow  from 
Savanilla  12s.  per  cwt.  is  asked.  In  America  the  market  is 
at  present  veiy  teglected,  and  the  drug  is  offering  at  12s.  6d. 
c.i.f.  for  selected  white. 

Gum  TragACANTH. — There  has  been  a  good  inquiry  this 
week  for  Persian  thirds,  at  8/.  10s.  to  9/.  5s.  per  cwt.,  and 
also  for  gum  under  6/.  per  cwt.,  but  the  fine  druggists' 
grades  are  difficult  to  move.  Bassorah  hog  gum  of  second 
quality  sold  at  80s.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — Arrivals  of  Chilian  and  Calif ornian  honey  have 
been  rather  heavy  lately,  and  several  parcels  were  catalogued 
for  sale  to-day,  although  nothing  changed  hands.  A  36- 
case  parcel  of  fine  white  candied  Canadian  honey  (in  5-lb. 
tins)  sold  very  cheaply  at  37s.  to  38s.  per  cwt.  For  very  fine 
amber  Jamaica  25s.  per  cwt.  is  asked. 

Ipecacuanha. — There  has  been  a  strong  demand  for 
America,  between  the  last  January  auctions  and  to-day's 
sales.  It  is  reported  that  one  American  firm  has  bought  up 
nearly  80  bales,  and  that  50  of  these  are  now  being  shipped. 
At  auction  to-day  68  bales  Brazilian  root  were  shown. 
Holders  were  very  firm,  and  succeeded  in  disposing  of  25 
packages  at  an  advance  of  2d.  to  3d  per  lb. — viz.,  fine  brown 
stout  native  picked,  6s.  lOd.  to  7s.  2d. ;  fair  annulated  grey, 
6s.  2<Z.  to  6s.  5d.  ;  thin  and  woody  to  fair,  sound,  4s.  6d.  to  6s- 
per  lb.    Of  Colombian  root,  15  bales  were  bought  in. 

Jaborandi. — A  parcel  of  about  30  cwt.  of  fine  bright 
green  jaborandi  leaves  is  now  on  the  way  fiom  the  River 
Plate.  Jaborandi  leaves  have  been  arriving  freely  in  New 
York,  and  about  4  tons  of  small  leaves  of  fair  colour  aue 
offering  at  about  Is.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 
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Jalap. — A  lot  of  32  bales  Tarnpico  root,  very  small  and 
lean,  but  sound,  was  bought  in  at  Is.  per  lb.  to-day.  In  New 
York  there  is  only  one  16- bale  lot  unsold,  and  the  market  is 
nominal  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  Vera  Cruz, 
according  to  quality. 

Kola  in  steady  demand.  At  to-day's  auctions  46  packages, 
mostly  of  undesirable  quality,  were  offered.  Fair"  brown 
sold  at  to  l%d.  per  lb.,  grey  and  dull  mixed  4fc/.  to  6§c/., 
chips  5jd.  to  5J,c/.  per  lb.  Dull  mouldy  West  Indian  kolas 
sold  at  3d.  to  3yi.  per  lb. 

Kousso. — Two  packages  dull  loose  pale  flowers  were 
bought  in  to-day  at  9d.  per  lb.  Fine  pink  flowers  in  bundles 
are  exceedingly  scarce,  and  are  said  to  have  realised  3s. 
per  lb.  lately. 

Menthol  — We  again  hear  of  lower  quotations  for  delivery, 
although  these  are  not  altogether  to  bs  trusted.  Cn  the 
spot  there  are  sellers,  but  no  buyers,  of  good  quality  at 
17s.  6d.  per  lb.,  but  probably  17s.  would  not  be  refused. 
Five  tins  of  rather  oily  menthol  (said  to  be  extracted  from 
the  oil  in  London)  were  offered  to-day  and  bought  in  at  18s. 
per  lb. 

Mokphia. — The  "makers'  price  has  recently  been  some- 
what nominal,  but  this  week  the  agents  here  have  received 
instructions  to  sell  nothing  below  5s.  per  oz.  for  powder, 
which  is  equivalent  to  a  rise  of  about  2d.  per  oz. 

Musk. — An  exceedingly  dull  market,  with  apparently 
little  prospect  of  any  early  improvement.  Of  21  packages 
first  pile  Tonqu'm  pods  one  only  sold,  and  that  was  of  very 
low  quality — namely,  small  to  bold  with  top  and  underskin, 
badly  trimmed  and  very  wet.  It  realised  35s. ;  fine  blue-skin 
pods  were  bought  in  at  70s.  nominally  ;  of  third-pile  pods 
17  tins  were  shown,  5  selling  at  31s.  6d.  to  32s.  for  small 
to  bold  damp  pods  thin  blue  skin  and  thick  underskin.  A 
lot  of  5  caadies  so-called  third-pile  musk  was  offered  for 
sale  without  reserve  ;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  was  very 
little,  if  any,  musk  in  it,  the  pods  being  dark,  wet,  thick- 
skinned  and  ill-trimmed,  and  containing  a  lot  of  evil- 
smelling  rubbish  :  they  sold  at  from  6s.  6//.  rising  to 
9s.  6d,  per  oz. 

Mybbh. — Steady  and  selling  fairly  well.  Of  23  bales 
good  pale  but  rather  dusty  sorts,  15  found  buyers  at  77s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  For  rather  dark  picked  gum  a  bid  of  51.  was  re- 
fused. 

Nux  Vomica. — A  lot  of  31  bales  good  pale  silky  seed  from 
Bombay  realised  lis.  per  cwt.,  showing  no  change  in  the 
market  value.  In  Calcutta,  January  24.  the  market  had  a 
downward  tendency.  There  was  an  estimated  stock  in  that 
city  of  3,000  to  4,000  maunds. 

Oil  (Cod-livee). — The  London  dealers  seem  to  be  very 
perplexed  about  the  quotations.  They  have  all  had  bad 
reports  from  the  Lofoden  fishing,  and  many  of  them  are  not 
willing  to  give  a  price  at  present.  We  hear  of  one  quotation, 
however,  at  70s.  c.i.f.  terms  for  new  season's  non-freezing 
oil.  An  occasional  Norwegian  correspondent  writes, 
under  date  of  Febiuary  7  : — "  Stormy  weather  has  continued 
to  impede  the  winter  fisheries,  which  are  now  nearly  ended. 
The  yield  of  cod-liver  oil  from  these  fisheries  will  probably 
not  exceed  one  third  of  last  year's  production.  The  Lofoden 
fishing  has  commenced  with  pretty  satisfactory  prospects, 
but  the  livers  are  unusually  poor.  A  catch  of  600,000  cod- 
fish has  only  yielded  1,350  hectolitres  of  livers  against  1,950 
hectol.  out  of  the  same  quantity  of  fish  last  year.  It  will 
probably  require  forty  millions  of  fish,  that  is  ten  millions 
more  than  ever  caught  at  Lofoden,  to  produce  as  much  cod- 
liver  oil  as  was  obtained  in  1893.  The  market  nevertheless 
remains  slack,  and  sales  at  60  sh.  c.i.f.  are  reported. 

Oils  (Essential)  Eucalyptus  oil,  which  is  still  in  very 

large  supply,  sold  to-day  at  a  slight  decline,  8;,lc/.  per  lb. 
being  accepted  (without  reserve)  for  what  appeared  to  be 
a  poor  lot  of  4  cases  from  Sydney.  Fine  quality  was 
'  bought  in  at  3s.  per  lb.,  while  for  an  ordinary  parcel  of 
recent  import  9±d,  per  lb.  was  refused.  Ten  pots  of 
Bombay  Pose  oil  of  fresh  import  were  bought  in  at  8(2.  per 
oz.  for  greenish  and  Id.  for  yellow.  For  5  drums  Gitronelld 
lid.  per  lb.  is  asked.  Star  anise  oil  is  held  for  5s.  10c/. 
per  lb.  For  Japanese  Peppermint  oil  (dementholised) 
10s.  3d.  per  lb.  was  asked  this  week,  and  for  oil  with  40 
per  cent,  of  menthol  lis.  3d.  per  lb.,  but  we  have  not 


heard  that  orders  have  been  passed  at  these  figures.  A 
single  case  out  of  12  cases  dementholised  oil  offered  at 
auction  is  supposed  to  have  been  sold  at  10s.  per  lb.,  and 
for  the  rest  a  bid  of  9s.  9d.  per  lb.  is  reported  to  have  been 
rejected. 

Opium. — Business  in  London  is  not  very  large,  but  every- 
thing which  can  be  picked  up  is  eagerly  seized  upon  by 
purchasers.  There  have  been  considerable  imports  of 
Persian  this  week,  but  all  of  this  is  reported  to  have  already 
been  sold  before  arrival.  The  quotation  here  runs  from  10.v. 
'  to  lis.  6d.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot  for  fair  to  good,  and  there  are 
sellers  for  arrival  at  10s.  9d.  to  lis.  per  lb.,  landed  terms. 
In  Turkish  opium  manufacturing  has  been  sold  up  to  lis.  6c/.; 
good  to  fine  druggists'  at  lis.  to  12s.  6d.  per  lb.  Shipping 
qualities  are  held  at  12s.  to  13s.  6d.  per  lb.  The  market  closes 
very  strong,  with  an  upward  tendency  and  a  much  reduced 
stock.  Our  news  from  Smyrna  (by  mail  dated  Febiuary 
3)  is  to  the  effect  that  in  the  week  ending  on  that  day  50 
cases  of  talequale  opium  were  sold,  mostly  to  speculators,  at 
the  equivalent  of  10s.  Id.  per  lb.  f.o.b.  Smyrna.  An  advance 
in  the  market  was  looked  for  as  a  result  of  the  sharp  frosts 
which  had  damaged  the  opium  crop  in  the  interior.  The 
arrivals  of  new  opium  at  Smyrna  from  the  beginning  of  the 
season  until  February  3  were  1,165  cases,  against  3,885  cases 
in  the  corresponding  period  of  1892/93,  On  the  other  hand, 
a  second  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  us  on  the  same  day  : 
— "  During  the  fortnight  just  past  the  advance  in  opium  has 
made  further  considerable  progress,  holders,  buyers  and 
speculators  having  combined  to  bring  about  this  result.  It 
is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  they  base  their  action  upon 
the  reports  from  the  producing  districts  announcing  damages 
done  to  the  crop.  These  reports  have  no  foundation  what- 
ever, for  the  harvest  prospects  are  as  good  as  they  can  be, 
and  if  nothing  comes  in  the  way  to  prevent  it,  the  yield  will 
be  an  abundant  one.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  185  cases  have 
changed  hands  during  the  fortnight  ending  this  day,  the 
market  closes  rather  weakly,  owing  to  the  heavy  rains  which 
have  fallen  lately,  and  there  is  a  strong  disposition  on  the 
part  of  holders  to  realise." 

Oeange  Peel  is  again  about  \d.  lower,  10  packages 
Malta  of  new  import  good  strips  being  forced  oft  without 
reserve  at  from  4c/.  to  4fc/.  per  lb.  English  cut  peel  was 
bought  in  at  Is- per  lb.,  at  which  there  were  no  offers. 

Oeeis. — Dull  of  sale,  for  fine  pale  picked  Florentine  root 
92s.  Qd.  is  asked,  and  for  small  and  dull  ditto  75s.  A  parcel 
of  7  bags  lean  dark  brown  Mogadore  is  held  for  47s.  Qd.  per 
cwt. 

Patchouly. — For  a  lot  of  36  bales  recently  imported 
from  Penang,  ordinary  dark  mouldy  leaves  mixed  with  sand, 
from  3\d.  to  3d.  is  asked,  and  another  lot  of  14  bales  very 
common  dusty  and  dark  though  offered  without  reserve  could 
not  find  a  buyer. 

Quassia  is  showing  some  slight  recovery  from  its  neglected 
condition.  On  the  spot  logs  sold  at  51.,  and  for  arrival  (near 
at  hand)  4/.  15s.  c.i.f.  has  been  realised.  At  auction  to-day 
a  parcel  of  logs  was  bought  in  at  4Z.  10s.  to  5/.  f>er  ton,  and 
bright  West  India  cut  chips  at  11?.  5s.  per  ton. 

Quicksilvee  unchanged  at  5/.  17s.  6c/.  per  bottle  from 
the  importers,  and  5Z.  16s.  6ci.  to  5/.  17s.  in  second-hand. 

Quinine. — There  has  been  an  almost  total  absence  of 
business  this  week,  and  the  market  is  less  strong  upon  the 
surface,  although  the  position  of  the  drug  remains  sound. 
To-day,  we  hear,  a  bid  of  ll\d.  per  oz.  was  refused  for 
German  bulk  quinine  in  the  open  market ;  but  at  auction 
1,000  oz.  Pabbrica  Lombarda  quinine,  in  tins  (year  of  import 
not  stated),  sold  very  cheaply  at  ll\d.  per  oz.  In  addition 
to  this  lot  there  were  7.500  oz.  of  B  &  S  and  Brunswick  quinine 
in  sale.  These  were  bought  in  at  from  ll^d.  to  12c/.  per  oz. 
The  demand  in  the  States  during  the  last  two  months  of 
1893  is  said  to  have  been  unprecedented^  large.  The  total 
annual  consumption  of  quinine  in  that  country  is  now  esti- 
mated at  from  4,000,000  to  5,000,000  oz. 

EhatAnia. — Two  bales  fair  genuine  root,  rather  lean,  are 
held  for  9c/.  per  lb. 

Rhubaeb. — In  moderate  supply,  of  106  cases  offered  only 
30  sold,  at  slightly  easier  rates  :  High  dried  small  to  medium, 
fair  coat,  J  dark,  f  pinkey  grey  fracture,  flat,  at  lOd.  to  10|cZ. 
I  per  lb.    For  wormy  ditto  of  dull  fracture  a  bid  of  9cl.  per  lb. 
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was  refused.  This  is  the  first  time  that  rhubarb  has  been 
sold  at  auction  on  samples  exhibited  at  the  brokers'  show- 
rooms. 

Sandalwood.— A  parcel  of  129  packages  was  shown  to- 
day;  small  chips  are  limited  at  81,  fair  quality  ditto  at  301. 
per  ton. 

Sarsaparilla. — There  was  a  good  demand  for  genuine 
grey  Jamaica,  of  which  18  bales  first  class  damaged  sold  at 
Is.  3d.  to  Is.  4rf.  per  lb.,  marking  an  advance  of  Id.  Nine 
serons  Honduras  realised  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  for  sound  quality,  and 
for  damaged  Guayaquil  Q\d.  per  lb.  is  asked.  Several 
parcels  of  very  common  native  Jamaica  sold  at  about  Id. 
per  lb. 

Senna. — Tinncvelly  leaves  in  small  supply,  and  selling  at 
steady  prices.  One  hundred  and  thirteen  packages  were 
nearly  all  disposed  of  at  bd.  to  9f d.  for  medium  to  bold  good 
green,  3d.  to  Q±d.  for  small  to  bold  yellow  and  greenish 
mixed,  and  from  2\d.  down  to  Id.  for  medium  yellowish 
green  to  very  common  dark.  Eleven  bales  good  Alexandrian 
pods  brought  2\d.  per  lb. 

Squills. — Good  pale  quality  realised  3d.  per  lb.  to-day. 

Stab  Anise.— The  nominal  price  on  the  spot  is  75s.  to 
76s.  per  cwt.  for  good  genuine  Chinese  fruit ;  and  for  arrival 
62s.  6d.  per  cwt.  "  c.i.f."  is  the  nearer  quotation.  But  at 
to-day's  auctions  a  parcel  of  50  cases,  said  to  be  "new 
crop,"  but  showing  a  mouldy  condition,  sold  at  65s.  per  cwt. 
(badly  damaged  50s.  to  57s.  6d.  per  cwt.),  which  marks  a 
decline  of  about  5s.  per  cwt.  The  last  crop  has  been  a  very 
small  one,  some  native  estimates  place  it  at  only  one-tenth 
of  the  preceding  one,  and  quotations  in  China  are  firm. 

Tea— The  country^ trade  has  falls  n  off  for  all  descriptions  of 
tea  this  week,  and  dealers  are  complaining  of  scarcity  of 
orders  as  compared  with  the  good  demand  of  the  last  few 
weeks.  The  market  however  has  kept  very  steady,  and  on 
Tuesday  a  small  sale  of  Ceylon  tea  went  distinctly  dearer, 
especially  for  teas  just  above  common,  once  again  illustrating 
the  folly  of  importeis  overburdening  the  market  with  24,000 
packages,  as  was  done  last  Tuesday  week,  with  inevitable 
low  prices,  and  then  only  offering  half  that  quantity  the 
following  Tuesday,  whereas  they  might  have  had  far  better 
average  prices  had  they  divided  the  fortnight's  sales  more 
evenly.  On  Tuesday  very  little  leaf  Ceylon  went  below  b^d. 
and  6d.  Id.  teas  were  \d.  to  \d.  up.  Congous  are  quiet, 
Toochow  sorts  still  showing  far  better  value  for  money  than 
Shanghai  teas. 

Tonqtjin  Beans.— One  case  small  fine  frosted  Para  sold 
at  2s.  6d.  per  lb.,  and  of  Angostura  beans  3  packages  were 
bought  in  at  7s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Vanilla.— A  small  supply  was  offered  to-day,  and  sold 
at  steady  rates.  Fine  crystallised,  6|  to  7  inches,  at  13s. ; 
good  small  crystallised,  6s.  6d.  to  9s.  Qd. ;  brownish,  bh  to 
7^  inches,  4s.  3d.  to  8s.  6d.  ;  fair  brown,  3h  to  4^  incnes, 
5s.  3d.  to  5s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Wax  (Bees').— White  bleached  Calcutta  wax  was  forced 
off  to-day  at  a  decline  of  about  5s.  to  10s.  per  cwt. ;  47  cases 
selling  at  11. 17s.  Qd.  for  very  fine  pale  to  61. 10s.  to  61. 12s.  6d. 
for  medium.  Six  cases  yellow  bleached  realised  61.  12s.  6d. 
Australian  wax  in  good  demand  at  steady  prices.  7  packages 
realising  from  61.  bs.  to  6/.  17s.  6d.,  according  to  quality. 
Fifteen  bales  Mozambique  rather  dull  in  colour  and  partly 
wormy  brought  6/.  15s.  per  cwt.  Jamaica  is  from  2s.  6d.  to 
5s.  dearer,  81.  being  paid  for  good  red  and  yellow,  and  11. 15s. 
to  11.  lis.  6d.  for  red  and  brown. 

Wax  (Japan).— Firm,  but  rather  slow  of  sale  at  34s.  6d. 
for  good  pale  squares  ;  8  packages  were  disposed  of  at  that 
figure  to-day. 


THE    SMYRNA    OPIUM  MARKET. 

{Telegram  from  our  Correspondent?) 

Smyrna,  Thursday  night. 
The  sales  of  opium  here  since  my  last  message  amount  to 
about  40  cases,  all  of  which  have  been  bought  by  American 
houses.  The  market  shows  a  further  advance,  and  current 
qualitiy  manufacturing  realises  the  equivalent  of  lis.  hi.  per 
lb.  f.o.b.    The  position  is  considered  very  strong. 


THE  AMSTERDAM  CINCHONA  MARKET. 

AMSTERDAM,  February  8. 

The  Cinchona  auctions  to  be  held  in  Amsterdam  on  March  1 
next  will  consist  of  3, £46  bales  and  346  cases,  total  about 
331  tons  of  bark,  divided  as  follows  :  — From  the  Government 
plantations,  213  bales  and  10  cases,  about  24  tons  ;  from 
private  plantations,  3,333  bales  and  336  cases,  about  307 
tons.  This  quantity  contains  :  Of  druggists'  bark — Sued- 
rubra,  quills.  225  cases  ;  broken  quills  and  chips,  13  bales 
and  111  cases.  Schuhkra/t,  quills,  3  cases;  broken  quills 
and  chips,  7  cases.  Of  manufacturing  bark — Lcdgeriana, 
broken  quills  and  chips,  2,612  bales ;  root,  454  bales. 
Hybrids,  broken  quills  and  chips,  420  bales  ;  root,  37  bales. 
Officinalis,  broken  quills  and  chips,  3  bales  ;  root,  7  bales. 


THE  LIVERPOOL  MAKKET. 

Liverpool,  February  13. 

Anise. — Forty  bags  of  the  parcel  of  Chilian  ^recently 
arrived  sold  at  25s.  per  cwt.,  and  the  balance  of  the  parcel 
is  held  for  25s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Arsenic  is  scarce  on  the  spot,  and  sales  are  being  made 
ex-quay  at  14Z.  5s.  per  ton. 

Ginger. — Fifty  bags  of  fine  Cochin  realised  32s.  6d.  per 
cwt.,  ex- quay.  African  new  crop  is  steady,  at  32s.  6d.  to 
35s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Acacia. — Inquiries  for  Soudan  sorts  are  at  present 
limited  to  line  qualities,  ordinary  descriptions  being 
neglected  ;  but  supplies  are  not  increasing,  and  a  steady  tone 
is  maintained. 

Honey. —  Californium  is  firmly  held  at  late  rates,  and 
there  is  rather  more  inquiry  for  Chilian  of  all  grades. 

Jaborandi. — Four  bales  of  good  green  leaves,  rather 
twiggy,  were  bought  in  at  auction  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Quillaia. — Twelve  pounds  per  ton  is  value  of  fair  average 
quality,  and  holders  are  very  firm. 

Sarsapabilla. — Eighteen  bales  of  a  root — alleged  to  be 
sarsaparilla,  but  in  no  way  resembling  that  drug — sold 
without  reserve  at  4s.  for  the  lot. 

Vanilla. — Seventy-four  lbs.  of  wild  Tahitan  beans  sold 
on  private  terms. 


THE  BULGARIAN  OTTO-OF-ROSE  INDUSTRY. 


HPHE  following  is  a  translation  of  the  Bill  submitted  to  the 
X  Bulgarian  Sobranje  by  the  Deputy  for  Kazanlik  for 
checking  the  abuses  connected  with  the  otto-of-rose 
industry  in  Bulgaria.  It  will  be  seen  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  that  the  measure,  in  case  it 
passes  into  law,  shall  be  communicated  to  the  principal 
foreign  newspapers  and  private  traders  interested  in  the 
otto-of-rose  industry.  Our  subscribers  will  no  doubt  appre- 
ciate to  have  the  following  full  details  of  the  measure,  which 
have  just  reached  us  from  Sophia,  brought  under  their  notice 
thus  early.  A  further  reference  to  the  Bill,  which  was  only 
introduced  after  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  has  not  yet 
been  discussed,  will  be  found  in  our  Editorial  Notes : — 

An  Act  for  the  Preseevation  of  the  Purity  of  the 
Essential  Oil  of  Roses  Produced  in  the  Princi- 
pality of  Bulgaria. 

§  1.  The  importation  into  the  Principality  of  Bulgaria 
of  oil  of  Geranium,  oil  of  Palma  Rosa,  "oleum  Hosarum 
Italicum,"  and  all  other  essential  oils  used  for  adulterating 
otto  of  rose  is  absolutely  prohibited. 

§  2.  Any  person  having  such  essential  oils  in  his  possession 
shall  inform  the  local  authorities  of  that  fact,  and  shall  hand 
over  to  them  the  whole  of  the  supply  in  his  possession  within 
one  calendar  month  from  the  date  when  this  Act  shall  have 
become  law.    Ihe  local  authorities  aforesaid,  on  their  part, 
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shall  immediately  take  the  necessary  measures  for  exporting 
these  essential  oils  out  of  the  Principality,  to  the  address 
supplied  by  the  owner  or  consignee,  and  at  his  expense. 

§  3.  Anyone  who,  after  the  period  indicated,  shall  be 
found  to  have  in  his  possession  any  essential  oils  such  as  are 
used  for  adulterating  otto  of  rose  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of 
l,000f.  for  each  kilogramme  of  prohibited  essential  oils  dis- 
covered, as  well  as  to  six  months'  imprisonment,  and  the 
contrabar  d  oils  shall  be  confiscated  and  destroyed.  In  case 
of  repetition  cf  the  offence  the  fine  and  imprisonment  are 
doubled  ;  and  if  the  offender  is  unable  to  pay  the  fine  he 
shall  be  punished  in  its  place  with  an  additional  term  of  im- 
prisonment of  not  less  than  one  or  more  than  two  years. 

§  4.  Every  rose-grower  shall  inform  the  communal  autho- 
rities, previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  rose-harvest, 
whether  he  intends  to  distil  his  crop  on  his  own  account  or 
whether  he  proposes  to  entrust  that  task  to  another  person. 
In  the  first  case  he  sha  1  state  the  number  of  stills  he  intends 
to  use.  Every  rose-grower  shall,  moreover,  cause  the  whole 
of  the  crop  gathered  upon  his  plantations  to  be  weighed 
every  morning  upon  the  public  communal  scales,  and  the 
Mayor  of  the  commune  shall  enter  the  weight  into  a  book 
specially  provided  for  that  purpose. 

§  5.  Every  rose-grower,  whether  in  a  rural  or  an  urban 
commune  in  which  the  distillation  of  otto  of  rose  is  being 
carried  out,  shall  cause  all  rose-leaves  gathered  by  him,  as 
well  as  those  imported  from  other  communes,  to  be  weighed 
within  the  commune  in  which  he  resides  (see  §  23).  A 
special  book  is  to  be  kept  for  this  purpo:e  in  each  commune. 
In  it  shall  be  entered  the  full  name  and  address  of  the  grower 
(or  importer),  the  weight  of  rose-leaves  harvested  by  him, 
whether  he  intends  to  carry  out  the  distillation  himself,  or 
the  name  of  the  party  by  whom  that  work  will  be  carried 
out. 

§  6.  A  copy  of  each  entry  in  this  book  shall  be  forwarded 
to  the  Kevenue  officer  of  the  district  in  which  the  commune 
is  :  ituated. 

§  7.  The  Minister  of  Commerce  and  Agriculture  shall 
appoint  a  Kevenue  officer  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  in 
every  parish  or  district  in  which  otto  of  rose  is  produced. 

§  8.  When  the  distillation  is  completed  (see  §§  4  and  5) 
every  distiller  shall  cause  all  the  otto  of  rose  obtained  by  him 
to  be  taken  to  the  communal  offices,  where  it  shall  be  weighed 
and  its  freezing-point  ascertained.  The  Mayor  shall  enter 
the  weight  and  freezing-point  thus  ascertained  in  the  book 
mentioned  in  §  5,  and  shall  forward  a  copy  of  each  entry  to 
the  district  officer. 

§  9.  The  Mayor  of  every  commune  in  which  otto  of  rose 
is  produced  shall  test  and  determine  the  average  strength  of 
the  otto  of  rose  produced  in  his  commune  during  the  season. 
This  shall  be  carried  out  in  the  presence  of  an  expert 
(Revisor)  and  of  two  councillors.  The  process  to  be  followed 
is  to  take  the  average  yield  in  otto  of  rose,  by  weight,  of 
three  stills,  of  a  known  quantity  of  leaves.  The  first  stillful 
is  to  be  distilled  at  the  beginning,  the  second  in  the  middle, 
and  the  third  at  the  end  of  the  harvest.  From  the  average 
strength  of  the  otto  thus  determined,  the  percentage  pro- 
portion of  pure  otto  of  rose  per  kilo,  of  distilling  material 
used  is  calculated.  This  proportion  is  taken  as  the  average 
for  the  district  during  the  season  in  question. 

§  10.  No  one  shall  have  the  right  to  dispose  of  the  otto 
of  rose  manufactured  by  him  without  previously  informing 
the  Mayor  of  his  commune,  who  shall  give  to  the  buyer  and 
the  seller  of  the  oil  a  copy  each  of  a  certificate  stating  the 
name  of  the  buyer  and  the  seller,  the  quantity  of  the  otto 
of  rose  sold,  and  its  freezing-point.  This  certificate  shall  be 
given  gratuitously. 

§  11.  If  it  should  be  found  that  the  quantity  of 
otto  of  rose  offered  for  sale  by  a  manufacturer,  and  its 
freezing-point,  do  not  correspond  with  the  entry  in  the 
official  book,  the  whole  of  the  oil  offered  for  sale  shall  be 
confiscated  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  national  revenue. 
The  person  convicted  of  falsification  shall,  moreover,  be  fined 
twice  the  value  of  the  confiscated  oil,  and  shall  be  sentenced 
to  not  less  than  six  or  more  than  twelve  months'  imprison- 
ment. 

§  12.  All  penalties  indicated  in  the  foregoing  paragraph 
are  also  applicable  to  persons  detected  in  the  attempted 
falsification  of  their  otto  of  rose  during  the  process  of 
distillation. 

§  13.  Traders  who  import  otto  of  rose  from  the  place 
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of  production  into  the  place  where  their  warehouse  is 
situated  shall  show  the  certificate  referred  to  in  §  10  to  the 
Revenue  officer  at  the  place  of  import.  The  vessels  contain- 
ing the  otto  of  rose  must  also  be  sealed  by  the  Mayor  who 
has  given  the  certificate.  The  Revenue  officer  shall  then 
ascertain  that  both  the  quantity  and  the  freezing-point  of 
the  oil  correspond  with  the  figures  given  in  the  certificate. 
When  this  is  found  to  be  the  case  he  shall  enter  the  par- 
ticulars in  an  official  book  provided  for  the  purpose,  and  in 
which  each  trader  in  otto  of  rose  in  the  district  shall  have  a 
separate  folio  assigned  to  him. 

§  14.  If  a  trader  is  convicted  of  having  adulterated  otto  of 
rose,  or  the  quantity  or  freezing-point  of  the  oil  submitted 
by  him  to  the  Inland  Revenue  officer  do  not  correspond  with 
the  figures  mentioned  in  the  certificate,  the  whole  of  this 
otto  of  rose  shall  be  confiscated  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the 
national  treasury.  The  trader  shall  furthermore  be  fined 
twice  the  value  of  the  confiscated  otto  and  shall  be  impri- 
sened  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  six  or  exceeding  twelve 
months. 

§  15.  Any  person  wishing  to  export  to  foreign  parts  otto  of 
rose  purchased  or  manufactured  by  him  shall  give  notice 
in  writing  of  that  intention  to  the  Revenue  officer  of  his 
district.  This  notice  must  state  the  name  of  the  place 
and  of  the  distiller  from  which  the  otto  was  purchased, 
the  quantity  to  be  exported,  and  its  freezing-point.  The 
Revenue  officer  shall  satisfy  himself  that  the  particulars 
given  tally  with  the  copies  in  the  possession  of  the  would-be 
exporter  of  the  entries  in  the  official  books  of  the  district 
concerned.  He  shall  keep  these  copies  and  exchange  them 
for  a  new  certificate  guaranteeing  the  purity  of  the  otto  of 
rose.  This  certificate  sha'l  be  written  in  French,  and  shall 
be  banded  to  the  would-be  exporter  upon  payment  of  a  duty 
of  40f.  for  each  kilogramme  of  otto  of  rose  to  which  it 
relates.  The  Revenue  officer  shall  enter  these  particulars 
against  the  name  of  the  party  concerned  in  the  book  referred 
to  in  §  13,  and  shall  seal  the  vessels  containing  the  oil  to  be 
exported  in  the  presence  of  the  Mayor. 

§  16.  If  the  Revenue  officers,  experts  ("  Revisors "), 
communal  and  administrative  authorities  have  reason  to 
suspect  any  person  of  having  in  his  possession  adulterated 
otto  of  rose  or  prohibited  essential  oils,  they  shall  be  entitled 
to  enter  and  search  that  person's  dwelliDg-house,  warehouse, 
or  any  other  place  where  they  suspect  the  goods  in  question 
to  be  hidden.  For  this  purpose  Mayors  and  administrative 
authorities  shall  be  bound  to  render  assistance  to  the 
Revenue  officer  or  "  Revisor"  if  so  requested. 

§  17.  A  translation  into  French  oE  this  Act  shall  be  pub- 
lished in  foreign  commercial  journals,  and  a  copy  of  it 
shall  be  forwarded  to  all  Chambers  of  Commerce,  perfumezs, 
and  druggists  abroad. 

§  18  Any  person  infringing  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  shall  be  liable,  for  each  offence  of  which  he  is  found 
guilty,  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  lOOf.  or  exceeding  l,000f., 
and  to  imprisonment  of  not  less  than  seven  days  or  exceeding 
twelve  months. 

§  19.  The  Bulgarian  Government  only  guarantees  the 
purity  of  otto  of  rose  which  has  been  expoi  ted  in  accordance 
with  the  regulations  laid  down  in  §§  10  to  15.  No  guarantee- 
is  given  by  the  Bulgarian  Government  for  any  otto  of  rose 
exported  abroad  from  places  outside  the  Bulgarian  dominions, 
or  not  provided  with  the  official  seals  referred  to  in  §  15. 

§  20.  For  the  purpose  of  providing  and  maintaining  the- 
officers  referred  to  in  this  Act  a  credit  of  35,000f.  is  allowed 
in  the  Bulgarian  Budget  for  1894. 

§  21.  Under  the  estimated  national  income  for  1894  the 
sum  of  120,000f.  shall  be  included  as  the  probable  revenue  to- 
the  State  under  §§  11,  12,  14,  and  15  of  this  Act. 

§  22.  The  owners  of  any  otto  of  rose  produced  in 
previous  seasons,  whether  distillers,  traders,  or  others,  shad, 
within  two  months  of  the  date  of  this  Act,  cause  their 
supplies  to  be  brought  to  the  Revenue  officers  charged  with 
its  execution.  The  officers  shall  weigh  the  oil,  test  its 
freezing-point,  and  enter  the  results  in  a  book  specially 
provided  for  that  purpose.  And  be  it  known  that  in  the  case 
of  the  exportation  of  any  oil  of  this  kind  the  Bulgarian 
Government  does  not  guarantee  its  character  or  purity. 

§  23.  The  communal  authority  in  all  places  where  otto 
of  rose  is  produced  and  distilled  shall  provide  a  special 
weighing-apparatus  for  otto  of  rose  as  well  as  a  thermometer 
for  ascertaining  the  freezing-point  of  the  oil. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 


Cn  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  views 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communicxtions 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


Lachnanthes. 

Sir, —  Our  attention  has  been  called  to  a  statement  made 
in  Thk  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  February  3  by  Mr. 
H.E.  Morron — that  his  agents  have  the  entire  monopoly  of  a 
drug  called  "  lachnanthes."  This  must  be  incorrect,  as  we 
have  regularly  imported  this  drug  from  the  United  States, 
and  have  always  supplied  chemists  with  tincture  of  the  same 
as  required. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Raven  Row,  E.C.,  Feb.  12.  Potter  &  Clarke. 


Sir, — The  statement  made  by  my  late  shorthind-cleik, 
Henry  E  Morton,  in  Ins  examination  in  the  Bankruptcy 
Court,  that  his  agent  held  the  entire  crop  of  lachnanthes,  is 
not  only  ludicrously  incorrect,  but  also  contradictory  to  his 
statement  on  oath  before  Mr.  Romilly,  the  examiner  in  the 
High  Court.  Lachnanthes  can  be  obtained  from  any  homoeo- 
pathic chemist.  I  myself  introduced  it  as  a  remedy  in 
consumption  in  1871 ;  and  my  services  in  so  doing  have  been 
repeitedly  acknowledged  by  the  journals  and  by  homoeo- 
pathic and  other  physicians.  I  have  used,  and  do  use, 
quantities  of  it,  and  the  drug  has  had  a  place  in  the 
American  Pharmacopoeia  for  many  years,  and  is  now  included 
in  the  "  Extra  Pharmacopoeia." 

I  am  yours  obediently, 

Edw.  W.  Alabone, 
M.D.  Phil.,  M.R.C.S.E.  by  exam.  1370. 

Lynton  House,  Highbury  Quadrant,  N.,  February  3. 


Mr.  Genrge  Cheverton,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Mr.  S.  F.  Smith, 
L.S A.,  Forest  Gate,  Mr.  Ritchie  Norton,  L.R.C.P.  (Land.) 
and  M  R.C.S.  {lint}.),  of  South  Tottenham,  and  Mr.  Hay 
Marshall,  Clapton  Common,'  also  write  to  correct  the  state- 
ment. 


Suggestion  for  a  Licence. 

Sir, — I  did  not  wish  to  imply  in  my  letter  of  last  week 
that  i  here  are  special  licences  for  medicated  wines,  and  I 
am  aware  that  magistrates  have  no  legal  power  to  impose 
any  restriction  on  the  use  of  the  wine- retailer's  licence. 
However,  I  have  seen  reports  of  cases  in  local  papers  in 
which  the  applicant  offered  as  a  special  inducement  to  the 
granting  of  the  licence  that  he  would  only  sell  medicated 
wines.  Unfortunately,  these  reports  have  not  been  preserved, 
and  the  reports  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  simply 
record  the  fact  of  licences  having  been  granted.  In  vols, 
xli.,  xlii ,  and  xliii.  there  are  several  reports  stating 
that  "  medicated-wine"  licences  have  been  granted.  If 
there  were  no  understanding  between  applicant  and  magis- 
trate why  is  the  word  "  medicated"  used? 

In  vol.  xxxix.,  pp.  713-5,  a  case  occurs  in  which  the 
Wrexham  magistrates  granted  a  licence  for  "  Liebig's  "  and 
"  Coc;t  "  wine  ;  but  the  Revenue-officer  refused  to  recognise 
it  unless  the  words  "Liebig's"  and  "Coca"  were  deleted. 
Except  that  the  magistrates  refused  to  alter  their  certificate 
iiiothirifcr  further  seems  to  have  come  of  this  case. 

According  to  the  Diary  for  1894  (p.  196)  the  magistrates 
are  bound  to  grant  a  licence  to  the  applicant,  except  in 
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cases  of  good  character  not  being  proved.  Is  this  applicable 
to  Scotland,  or  to  England  and  Wales  only  1 

Roiiami.  (232/14) 

[The  32  and  33  Vic,  c.  27,  in  which  the  stipulation 
limiting  the  power  of  magistrates  occurs,  applies  to  England 
and  Wales  only.  We  do  not  know  of  any  such  provision  in 
any  Scotch  Act.— Ed.  C.  4'  B.] 


A  Midland  Chemist  (229/29),  in  reply  to  our  statement  last 
week  that  magistrates  could  not  grant,  a  licence  for  the  sale 
of  medicated  wines  only,  for  the  simple  reason  that  there  is 
no  such  licence,  tells  us  that  he  had  considerable  trouble 
and  expense  before  he  could  get  his  licence,  and  was  com- 
pelled by  the  Magistrates  to  give  an  undertaking  that  he 
would  confine  his  sales  to  medicated  wines  only.  This  does 
not  affect  our  statement.  We  are  quite  certain  that  the 
licence  which  the  Magistrates  granted  did  not  carry  any  such 
stipulation  as  the  one  alluded  to  in  its  body.  If  the  con- 
dition was  written  upon  it  that  would  have  no  binding  effect 
as  between  the  Revenue  authorities  and  the  chemist.  The 
latter  must  observe  his  undertaking  with  the  Magistrates  as 
a  matter  of  honour,  but  not  as  a  matter  of  law.  They  would 
have  no  power  to  refuse  him  a  licence  because  he  objected 
to  the  stipulation.    (See  32  and  33  Vict.  c.  27,  s.  8.) 


A  Caution. 

Sir, — Thinking  it  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers  to 
learn  the  facts  of  the  following  case,  I  beg  to  forward  them 
to  you.  A  child  aged  2  years  and  4  months  was  brought 
to  the  casualty  department  of  the  North-West  London 
Hospital  on  February  6,  suffering  from  somewhat  severe 
burns  on  the  back  of  the  head  and  neck,  caused  by  the 
application  of  pu  e  carbolic  acid. 

It  appeared  that  the  mother,  who  was  confined  to  her  bed 
at  the  time,  sent  a  child,  aged  6,  to  a  chemist's  for  carbolic 
oil,  which  she  intended  to  apply  to  some  sores  on  the  baby's 
head.  Probably  owing  to  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  the 
child,  she  was  supplied  by  the  chemist  with  pure  carbolic 
acid.  The  mother,  not  noticing  the  label  on  the  bottle, 
poured  its  contents  on  to  the  baby's  head,  causing  the  burns. 
If  the  acid  had  run  forward  over  the  forehead,  it  might 
have  resulted  in  permanent  injury  to  the  child's  eyes. 
If  this  had  happened  I  presume  the  chemist  would  have  been 
held  responsible  for  supplying  pure  carbolic  acid  to  a  child 
aged  6.  I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

John  F.  Sarteant,  House  Surgeon. 

North-West  London  Hospital,  Kentish 
Town  Road,  February  10. 

P.S. — I  might  mention  that  the  bottle  had  previously  con- 
tained carbolic  oil,  and  was  so  labelled  when  the  child  took 
it  to  the  chemist. 


Pharmacy  in  Jersey. 

Sir, — The  indignant  chemists  of  Jersey  are  quite  wrong 
in  stating  Mr.  Geo.  Le  Seelleur  to  be  a  newly-fledged 
pharmacist.  To  my  knowledge  he  has  been  qualified  nearly 
three  years,  and  has  had  far  better  class  and  more  varied 
experience  than  the  average  assistant.  As  Mr.  Le  Seelleur 
is  championing  a  just  cause  I  feel  bound,  both  as  a  Minor 
man  and  as  a  friend  of  his,  to  defend  his  good  name. 

Yours  faithfully, 

John  Blamey,  A.P.S. 

Cornish  Bank,  Penryn,  Cornwall,  Feb.  10. 


Paraffin  for  the  Hair. 

Sir, — There  would  appear  to  be  a  diversity  of  opinion  as 
to  the  merits  of  paraffin  as  a  hair-dressing,  though  what 
little  experience  I  have  had  points  to  the  decided  benefit  to 
be  derived  from  its  use.  But  the  ways  of  the  so-called 
specialists  in  trichology  are  past  finding  out.  There  is  one 
article  advertised  as  a  "  Paraphin  "  bair-wasb,  which  con- 
tains no  petroleum  whatever  ;  and  another,  while  purporting 
to  be  of  an  aqueous  nature,  consists  simply  of  paraffin  oil 
flavoured  with  citronella.  That  was  the  composition  of  a 
bottle  of  "  Eau  Horn "  which  I  had  occasion  to  open  some 
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little  time  ago.  And  yet  here  is  Dr.  Horn,  its  "  inventor,' 
asserting  in  your  columns  that  paraffin  has  destroyed 
thousands  of  heads  of  hair !  I  have  to-day  examined  another 
bottle  of  his  much-lauded  specific,  and  this  time  it  appears 
to  be  benzoline  scented  with  verbena?  Will  Dr.  Horn 
kindly  elucidate  the  mystery  ? 

Yours  truly, 

Brighton,  February  12.  C.  S.  ASHTON. 

Opium-smoking. 

SIR, — Enclosed  you  will  find  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Customs  relating  to  opium-pipes,  showing  that  they  are  free 
from  duty. 

A  glance  at  the  medical  papers  this  week  will  prove  to  your 
readers,  if  you  quote  any  of  the  details  on  the  use  of  opium, 
how  important  this  drug  is  to  the  medical  profession. 

Yours  truly, 

Sydenham.  Tnos.  Christy. 

[Mr.  Christy  asked,  "  Do  the  Customs  prohibit  the  impor- 
tation of  opium -pipes  into  this  country?''  The  reply  is  : — 
"  Most  certainly  not.  We  do  not  detain  opium-pipes  (or  for 
that  matter  any  other  pipes)  as  such.  It  is  just  possible 
that  your  informant  may  have  had  some  pipes  questioned 
under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act."] 


SIR, — I  cannot  let  Mr.  Christy's  letter  in  your  last  issue 
of  The  CnBMisT  and  Druggist  re  opium  pass  without 
raising  a  protest  in  the  name  of  humanity  and  morals. 
During  my  apprenticeship  in  the  Fen  districts  I  had  many 
opportunities  for  witnessing  the  disastrous  effect  the  eating 
of  opium  and  the  drinking  of  laudanum  had  upon  the  Fen 
people.  I  was  there  taught  never  to  trust  opium-eaters,  to 
generally  suspect  their  veracity,  and,  of  the  poorer  victims, 
to  suspect  a  general  tendency  to  kleptomania.  The  opium- 
eaters  were  suspected  by  their  friends,  and  looked  down 
upon  by  those  who  were  not  victims  of  this  baneful  habit. 
Opium  was  asked  for  furtively,  and  not  openly  as  tobacco 
and  spirits  are.  Should  a  wave  of  opium-eating  fashion 
spread  in  this  country,  I  can  but  fear  the  worst  effects  both 
upon  the  morals  and  heilth  of  our  countrymen. 

The  hardiness  and  e'ear  complexion,  Sec,  of  the  Fen  folk  are 
in  spite  of,  and  not  caused  by,  opium. 

Yours  truly. 

All  Saints'  St.,  Norwich,  Albert  E.  Beard. 

February  10. 

[One  sentence  in  Mr.  Beard's  letter  in  regard  to  the  present 
opium  agitation  we  have  deleted.  That  is  a  subject  for  the 
discussion  of  which  we  have  no  space. — Ed.] 


A  Modern  Hexametre. 

A  paraphrased  list  of  the  six  prize-winners  as  tabulated  by 
Mr.  F.  C.  H. 

First,  "Castor  Oil  "still  takes  the  leading  line  : 
Then  ancient  "  Epsom's  "  noted  grand  "  Saline  "  : 
A  swift  competitor  the  "  Seidlitz  Powders  "  stand  : 
Fourth,  '•  Beecliam's  Pills,"  renowned  throughout  the  land. 
"  Sweet  Glycerine  "  comes  next,  for  lungs  and  skin  ; 
Last,  "  Vaseline,"  our  modern  friend  steps  in. 
Many  dear  old  friends  stand  waiting  still  outside. 
Oh  !  lor  a  further  test,  their  merits  to  decide ! 


Ashton-under-Lyne,  Feb.  12. 


W.  B. 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


Correspondents  should  consult  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  in  regard  to  dis- 
pensing difficultie  s.  Difficulties  not  explained  therein  may  be  sent  to  the 
Editor,  who  in  rites  a  general  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  under- 
mentioned topics. 


Salicylic  Mixture. 

Sir, — I  have  h;id  to  dispense  the  undernoted  prescription, 
and  after  several  attempts  fail  to  make  a  satisfactory  mixture, 
the  salicylic  acid  always  coming  to  the  top  in  a  fiocculent 
form. 


My  customer  returns  it,  saying  he  has  had  it  dispensed 
like  a  chalk  or  bismuth  mixture— that  is,  impalpable  white 
powder  at  bottom  and  clear  liquor  above.  Can  you  tell  me 
how  this  should  be  done  ? 

Acid,  salicyl.     '   3; 

Acid,  phosp.  dil.   jjj. 

Aq.  chloroformi  ad   -vj. 

M.    Ft.  mist. 
Capt.  .;ss.  ex  aqua;  .Iss.  ter  die,  11  a.m.,  4  P.M.  et  h.s. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

.S.  Nottingham.  (233/57.) 

[ft  is  impossible  to  apportion  the  doses  by  dispensing 
the  prescription  as  written.  We  get  a  satisfactory  mixture 
by  reducing  the  salicylic  acid  to  very  fine  powder  (we  used 
physiologically  pure  acid  in  large  crystals),  and  adding  1  oz. 
of  chloruform-water  to  which  3  drachms  of  acacia  mucilage 
has  been  added.  Then  proceed  secundum  artem.  This 
appears  to  have  been  the  plan  adopted  by  the  first  dispenser. 
Although  it  involves  an  alteration  of  the  prescription,  it  is 
better  to  do  that  and  ensure  that  the  patient  gets  a  correct 
dose,  than  to  stick  to  any  sentimental  rule  about  alteration  of 
a  physician's  prescription.] 


Camphor  Lotion. 

Sir, — Kindly  state  through  medium  of  your  journal  the 
best  way  of  dispensing  the  following,  and  oblige. 

Yours  truly, 

Ernest  J.  Wheeler. 


Liq.  plumbi  acet. 
Spiritus  vini  teu.  . . 
„  camphorx1 
,  Aqua;  ad    . .       . . 
M.    Ft.  lotio. 


3  iss. 
3vj. 


[This  requires  careful  coaxing.  Put  the  spirit  of  camphor 
in  a  6-oz.  bottle,  and  add  7  drachms  of  rectified  spirit.  Mb: 
the  liquor  plumbi  with  a  sufficiency  of  water,  and  add  this 
mixture  in  about  '-d  aohm  portions  to  the  spirituous 
mixture  ;  shake  gently  after  each  addition.  We  get  a  lotion 
in  this  way  which  does  not  contain  separated  camphor.] 


Prescription  Renderings. 

223/69.    Collodion. — Your  prescription  is  as  follows  : 

Acid,  carbolic,  synthetic.     ..       ..    5'0  (gr.  lxxv.) 


Spt.  vini 

01.  meuth.  n;i 


50-0  (11.  Jiij.) 
gtt.  x. 


M. 


233  28.  Poison. — You  are  quite  wrong  about  the  pre- 
scription. Three  ounces  of  each  of  the  ingredients  is  ordered. 
You  may  generally  yield  to  the  opinion  of  anyone  superior  to 
yourself  in  professional  knowledge.  As  a  matter  of  courtesy 
that  is  the  correct  plan  ;  so  is  it  in  policy  and  wisdom. 


A  Black  Pinhole. 

Sir, — In  dispensing  the  following  prescription,  I  have 
found  that  in  each  pill  there  is  a  small  black  spot  round 
the  hole  made  by  the  needle.    Can  you  tell  me  which  in— 
eredient  is  the  cause,  or  suggest  a  means  of  prevention  ? 
~  January  19.  J.  G.  (218/29.) 

Quiuina?  sulph.   gr.  ss. 

Ext.  nuc.  vom.   ST-'i 

Quia,  salicyl  gr.  iss. 

Acid,  arsenios.   gr. 

M.   Ft.  pil.  j.  Mitte24. 
Coat  with  gelatine. 

[Before  expressing  a  definite  opinion  on  this  we  should" 
like  to  know  if  the  extract  of  nux  vomica  contains  an 
appreciable  amount  [of  copper.  Perhaps  our  correspondent 
may  stick  a  needle  in  it  and  see  whether  it  becomes  copper- 
coloured  cr  not.  "We  suspect  a  minute  deposit  of  copper  to- 
be  the  cause  of  the  blackening,  although  there  are  other 
reaOy  explanations.] 
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Bromoform  Mixture. 
'  226/56.    Subscriber  would  like  our  opinion  of  the  following 
prescription,  which  was  taken  over  the  counter: — 


Bromoform.       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .    gr.  x 

Syrup,  simplieis..       ..       ..       ..  .. 

Aq.  ad  Sj. 

U. 

Teaspoonfal  dose. 


How  should  it  be  dispensed  ? 

[This  subject  was  fully  treated  by  Mr.  Lyon,  in  a  note 
published  in  the  C.  $  B.,  December  2.  1893,  page  804.  The 
plan  which  we  prefer  in  this  case  is  to  make  up  the  bromo- 
form to  a  drachm  with  spirit  and  pour  this  into  a  phial 
containing  3  drachms  of  water  and  2  drachms  of  acacia 
mucilage.    Shake,  then  add  the  syrup.] 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 

The  Editor  replies  to  queries  of  general  interest,  in  the  order  in  which  theif  are 
received.  Replies  are  inserted  according  to  the  space  available.  Postal 
answers  cannot  be  supplied. 

Bad:  numbers  containing  formula;,  educational  or  other  specific  information 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 


SPECIAL  NOTE. 
It  is  impossible  for  us  to  find  room  this  week  for  more 
than  the  following.  Correspondents  will  please  note  the 
above  instructions,  and  they  may  take  it  from  us  that  we 
give  every  query  careful  attention.  We  find  that  about 
10  per  cent,  of  the  queries  we  receive  are  about  matters 
which  are  dealt  with  in  the  1894-  DtAET.  Is  it  too  much  to 
ask  correspondents  to  make  themsekes  acquainted  with  the 
contents  of  the  Diaky  ? 


210/34.  Arek ley.— You  will  find  a  formula  for  Chartreuse 
in  the  Diary,  page  359.  Benedictine  is  similar  to  green 
chartreuse.    The  simplest  formula  for  Maraschino  is  : — 

Oil  of  neroli   53s- 

Oil  of  bitter  almonds   . .       . .       . .       . .  Jss. 

Oil  of  cognac  ..       ..       ..       ..  5SS- 

Essence  of  raspberry  ..      ..      ..      ..  $j. 

Rectified  spirit  Cong.  ij. 

Water     ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..    Cong.  iss. 

Sugar      ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..    Ib  visa. 

Mix  all  the  oils  with  the  spirit,  dissolve  the  sugar  iu  the  water,  and  mis 
together. 


210/57.  Wigan.—  We  do  not  know  the  composition  of  the 
cure,  for  we  have  never  examined  it. 


210/64.  Bis  Taurus. — There  is  really  nothing  to  go  by  in 
the  Cattle-spice  which  you  send  us.  It  is  not  a  spice,  for  it 
has  neither  taste  nor  smell,  and  its  value  does  not  warrant 
microscopic  analysis. 


215/36.  Nemo. — The  pessary  contains  sulphate  of  quinine. 
The  Oval  Form  of  Pessary  was  introduced  by  Messrs. 
Reynolds  &  Branson,  of  Leeds.  Perhaps  they  can  supply 
you  with  a  mould,  or  you  can  get  one  made  for  you  by 
Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  who  have  a  department 
for  that  kind  of  work. 


217/41.    Whiskers. — The  Hair-dye   which  you  send  is 


practically  as  follows  : — 

Acid,  pyrogallic.  ..   „  3'- 

Aqua;   Jij. 

Solve. 


219/29.  J.  II.  B.  sends  a  mixture  for  Smoking  Babbits 
out  of  Burrows.  "  The  directions  are  to  close  all  openings 
except  one,  and  in  this  place  some  of  the  material  is  set  on 


fire.  The  rabbits  cannot  withstand  the  smoke  and  come 
out."  The  following  is  as  near  the  composition  of  the  stuff 
as  we  can  get : — 


Coltsfoot-leaves  ..       ..  ..  111). 

Powdered  ginger  . .       ..       ..       ..  ..  1  ox. 

Sulphur   ...  1  „ 

Nitre    .'.  2  „ 


The  leaves  should  be  cut  fine  (like  bird's-eye  tobacco)  and 
saturated  with  the  nitre  dissolved  in  water,  then  dried  and 
mixed  with  the  ginger  and  sulphur.  Fine  meadow-hay  will 
suit  as  well  as  coltsfoot- leaves,  and  we  suspect  that  there  is 
a  little  bird's-eye  in  the  stuff.  It  will  be  all  the  better  for., 
say,  an  ounce  or  two  to  the  pound. 


220/10.  Juvenis  sends  us  a  sample  of  a  Polish  for  Ball- 
room Floors.  It  is  granular,  and  is  composed  of  powdered 
boric  acid  4  parts  and  hard  paraffin  3  parts.  To  make  it, 
melt  the  latter  and  stir  in  the  acid,  granulating  by  brisk 
rubbing. 


215  84.     Comperio. — Children's  Fever-powders. — The 

sample  which  you  send  appears  to  us  to  be  coloured  with 

litmus.  It  behaves  very  like  that  at  all  events,  and  we 
think  that  colouring  would  suit  you.    Try  the  following  : — 

Potassii  nitratis  ..      ..  ..  5i- 

Pulv.  sacch.  lactis         •  •      ..  •  • 

Lacmi  ..       ..  ..  gr.  ij. 

Misee  bene. 


226/40.  Sedox. — The  Pig-powders  appear  to  have  the 
following  composition  : — 

Sulph.  nig.  ..  ■«       •«  3'j- 

Antim.  nig.         . .   mj. 

Pulv.  ffenugrseci  •  •      ••  ••      •■  Si- 

ll. 

Directions  for  use:  For  loss  of  appetite,  tender  feet,  inthmmatioB, 
coughs,  hoose,  swine  fever,  milk  fever,  or  general  ill-health,  give  one 
powder,  mixed  with  a  little  siiff  food  once  daily  ;  for  costiveness,  give  in 
addition  a  dose  of  linseed  or  castor  oils.  For  sows  in  pig,  and  for  keeping 
pigs  in  good  health,  give  one  twice  a  week  ;  a  pig  under  8  stone,  half  a 
powder. 


225/5.  Jacob. — We  have  examined  the  sample  of  Flavour- 
ing Solution  which  you  send,  and  think  its  composition  is 
fairly  represented  by  the  following  formula  : — 

01.  limonis  . .  ...  3j. 

„  cinnamon   ,       ..  3SS- 

„  caryophylli   —  lllxv. 

M. 

Cinnamon-leaf  oil  is  most  probably  used. 


229/10.  Erica. — The  Glissol  "for  thinning  prmting-ink 
and  rendering  it  more  absorbent  by  the  paper  "  seems  to 


have  the  following  composition  : — 

Parts' 

Crystal  white  paraffin  oil         . .       ...       . .  40 

Methylated  ether  4 

Oil  of  cloves   <m       ..  1 

M. 


231/54.  Buclley. — We  are  sorry  that  we  cannot  help  yoo 
in  the  matter,  the  sample  being  too  small  for  analysis. 
Have  you  tried  a  mixture  of  gutta  percha,  hard  paraffin,  and 
vaseline?  Equal  parts  of  these  carefully  fused  together 
makes  a  product  not  unlike  your  sample. 


226/49.  Sternuo  asks  to  be  advised  as  to  the  treatment  of 
spasmodic  sneezing  in  old  people.  This  is  not  an  uncommon 
complaint,  and  in  persons  over  fifty  years  of  age  it  is  danger- 
ous. At  that  age  the  blood-vessels  of  the  brain  begin  to 
lose  their  elasticity,  and  in  consequence  are  much  more 
easily  ruptured.  This,  of  course,  means  apoplexy,  and  few 
things  are  better  fitted  to  bring  that  on  than  a  violent  fit  of 
sneezing.    The  causes  of  spasmodic  sneezing  are  numerous, 
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"out  in  mos1".  cases  they  can  be  traced  to  some  irritation  of 
the  nasal  mucous  membrane.  The  treatment  should,  there- 
fore, be  directed  to  removing  auy  such  irritation,  and  this 
is  best  done  by  the  us  ■  of  somi  so  Thing:  topical  application. 
The  following  may  be  tried.  It  should  be  thrown  well  back 
into  the  nose  by  meons  of  one  of  the  atomiser*  made  by 
Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &,  Co.  It  may  be  used  three 
or  four  times  daily,  or,  if  the  sneezing  occurs  in  prolonged 
fits,  whenever  one  of  these  comes  on  : — 


Olei  eucalypti  . . 
Menthol.. 

Cocainse 
Paroleini 


1U.X. 
gr.  x. 
gi".  x. 
3j. 


102/ tt.  G 

er'sht. 


F.  K. 


-  The  sample  of  mustard  oil  is  all 


207/73.    Amerieanus. — (1)  Aromatic  Tonic  Bitters:  — 

Bitter  orange-peel         ..       ..       ..       ..  Jiv. 

Gentian-root    Jiij. 

Cinnamon..        ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  Jss. 

Mace    5ss. 

Cloves       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3'J- 

Sugar        ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  oiv\ 

Rectified  spirit   Oiij. 

Water    Or. 

Macerate  for  a  week,  and  iilter. 

(2)  Hop  Tonic  Bitters. — See  the  formula  in  C.  4'  D., 
December  23,  1833,  page  90S.  The  quantity  given  is  suffi- 
cient for  a  gallon,  using  spirit  and  water  in  the  above 
proportion.  (3)  Pick-me-up  Gingerine  Bitters.  —  We 
suggest  the  following  : — 

Tr.  geniiana?  co.  ..       ..       ..       ..       . .  5i. 

Tr.  zingib   3ss. 

Tr.  ca'  dam.  co   ..       ..       ..  3v.i- 

Syrupi       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..      . . 

Aq.  chloroformi  a  1         ..        ..        ..        ..  Sviij. 

Mix,  and  after  a  day  filter. 

Our  Diaey  for  1393  contains  a  treatise  such  as  you 
require. 


207/59.  H.  B.  R. — (1)  Tobacco-water  for  cattle-wash  is 
best  made  from  tobacco-juice  or  duty-free  powder.  (See 
Corry's  advertisement,  page  56  of  the  Diaby.)  A  teacupful 
of  the  juice  to  a  gallon  of  hot  water  makes  an  effective 
wash  for  lice.  (2)  See  reply  to  "  Wigan,"  February  3, 
■regarding  oak  varnish. 


226/32.  Dudley  Castle.— {I)  Cod-liver  Oil  and  Phos- 
phorus Emulsion. — Dissolve  1  gr.  of  phosphorus  in  60  oz. 
of  cod-liver  oil,  and  use  this  oil  in  making  emulsion,  ac- 
ccording  to  the  formula  in  C.  $  D  ,  May  13,  1893,  page  668. 
(2)  Harness-blacking.  — See  reply  to  "  C.  H,"  February  3, 
and  "  W.  D.  S.'s  "  recipe  in  "  Information  Wanted." 


INFORMATION"  SUPPLIED. 


<For  this  section  we  are  always  glad  to  receive  from  subscribers  brief  notes  on 
practical  subjects,  recipes  which  hare  been  found  good  in  practice  or 
which  have  required  modification,  and  hints  or  fresh  ideas  on  any 
pharmaceutical  or  trade  matter. 


220/15.  Polarite. — We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  James  Osborne, 
of  Ashbourne,  for  the  address  of  makers. 

212/27.  Chiropody. — A  chiropodist  (woman)  some  years 
ago  applied  spirit  camphor  with  a  camel-hair  brush.  It  had 
a  soothing  effect.  W.  D.  S.  (237/5.) 

"Waterproofing. — Some  time  ago  you  had  inquiries  about 
suitable  waterproof  coverings.  A  cotton  sheet,  stretched 
•out,  and  painted  with  boiled  linseed  oil  coloured  with  lamp- 
black or  black  paint— it  soon  dries;  then  give  it  another 
«soat,  and  finally  a  third  coat  on  the  opposite  side.  This 


forms  a  cheap  and  most  effective  covering.  For  several  years 
one  covered  my  wagonnette.  W.  D.  S.    (237;  5.) 

217,32.    Harness-paste: — 

Spt.  turpentine        ..       ..       ..  \  pint 

Beeswax         ..       ..       ..       ..       ..2  w„ 

Prussian  blue  ..    ..     \  „ 

Lampblack     . .       . .       . .       . .       . .     \  „ 

Melt  the  wax  in  an  iron  ladle,  ad  1  the  turpentine,  a  portion  first,  to  the 
finely-powdered  Prussian  blue  and  lampblack.  Mix. 

This  put  on  the  harness  and  polished  will  be  found  most 
satisfactory.  The  paste  you  suggest,  with  fat  or  lard,  smears. 
Great  care  is  required  not  to  bring  the  turpentine  whilst 
mixing  near  the  fire  ;   it  is  so  inflammable. 

W.  D.  S.  (237/5.) 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

The  Editor  invites,  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscribers,  post-card  replies  to  the 

following : — 

237/61.  Af/rieola  wants  to  produce  a  solution  for  dressing 
several  hundreds  of  acres  of  young  fruit-trees  to  prevent 
rabbits  from  biting  them,  at  a  cost  of  from  3^.  to  6d.  per 
gallon,  and  shall  be  pleased  if  any  of  our  correspondents 
can  assist  him.  He  is  now  trying  asafectida,  S.V.M.,  and 
skim  milk,  which  is  fairly  satisfactory.  Tar  and  tree-grease 
injure  the  bark.  Sheep's  droppings  and  water  answer  until 
a  storm  of  rain  comes,  then  is  useless. 

230/50.  Is  there  aKneipt  hydropathic  establishment  near 
or  in  London  ? 

228/13.  Formula  for  Dr.  Johnson's  standard  colour- 
solution  for  gluco-urine  testing. 


eetings,  <tc,  to  be  held,  and  business  to  be  transacted  thereat.  Suitable 
notices  will  be  inserted  in  this  section  if  received  by  the  Editor  on  or  b-fore 
Wednesday. 


Tuesday,  February  20. — Royal  Institution  of 
Britain,  at  3  p.m.  Professor  Charles  Stewart  on 
motion  and  Fixation  in  Plants  and  Animals." 

Tuesday,  February  20. — Society  of  Arts,  John 
Adelphi,    W.C.,    at    8    p.m.     "  The    Arts  and 
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tries  of  Belgium  and  the  Antwerp  Exhibition, 
Edouard  Seve. 

Wednesday,  February  21. —  Western  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion, Westbourne  Restaurant,  1  Craven  Road,dX  9.  Discussion 
on  the  federation  of  local  associations. 

Wednesday,  February  21. — Brighton  Junior  Association 
of  Pharmacy,  at  9  P.M.    Paper  by  Mr.  Geibler. 

Wednesday,  February  21. — Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic 
Club.    Smoking-concert.    Cafe  Royal  Hotel,  at  8  p.m. 

"Wednesday,  February  21. — Royal  Microscopical  Society, 
20  Hanger  Square,  W.,  at  8  P.M.  Professor  G.  W. 
Brady,  F.R.S.,  on  "  Fucitrogus  Rhoydymenite,  a  Gill-produc- 
ing clopepod. " 

Thursday,  February  22. —  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association, 
103  Great  Russell  Street,  W.C.,  at  8.30  P.M.  Dr.  Luff  on 
"  Poisonous  and  Infected  Foods." 

Thursday,  February  22. — Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Stu- 
dents' Society,  at  8.30  p.m.  Mr.  Larkin,  F.R.C.S.,  on  "Animal 
Extracts  as  Therapeutic  Agents." 

Thursday,  February  22. — London  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Botolph  House,  Eastehcap  E.C.,  at  2.30  p.m.  Mr.  Geo.  S. 
Mackenzie  on  "  The  Commerce  of  East  Africa  and  its  Pro- 
spects of  Future  Development. ' 

Friday,  February  23. — Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain, 
at  9  p.m.  Professor  Silvanus  P.  Thompson  on  "  Transfor- 
mations of  Electric  Currents." 

Saturday,  February  21.— Royal  Institution  of  Great 
Britam,  at  3  p.m.  Lord  Rayleigh  on  "  Light;  with  special 
reference  to  the  Optical  Discoveries  of  Newton." 
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